
E dmuzndl Spenser.

Algrind, in the "Sheplierd's Calen-
dar."- lt was, lîowever, the car-
nestness and devotion of the
Puritans, and flot the narrowness
and bitterness of some of their
number, unfairly attributed to the
wvho1e, by wvIich Spenser was at-
tractcd. lHe agreed with themn in
their hatrcd of Roman rule, but
flot in their condemnation of the
subserviency of art to religious
uses and of innocent amusements.

Among the college friends; of
Spenser wvas Andrews, aftei-wards
Bishop of WVinchester, Edward
Kirke, who,, under the initiais
E. K., was; Iiterary sponsor to
Sp enser's i-st work of importance,
and Gabriel Harvecy, by whom hie
'i-s introduced to Philip Sidney,
and who is best known, pcrhaps,
by blis endeavours t[o suppress the
English rhymed verse, and re-
place it by thle hexanîcter. Har-
vey, apparently a littie older than
Spenser, although his contemi-
porary- at the university, "-as a
scholar and a man of considerable
erudition, nor without the spirit of
poetry, but full o! pedantry and
artiflciality. H-e 'vas very proud
of having, as lie thouglit,-led the
,way- to the adoption of a more
classical foi-m of English poetry.

1I never deserve aniv better re-
miembrance,»I lie says, « let me be
cpitaphed the inventor of the
English hiexameter." Aithougli
hie w-as disappointed at Spenser's
attacliment to what he regarded as
bai-barous English foims, thev re-
mained life-long~ friends, and lie
appears as Ilobbinol in the
"Slîeplierd's Calendar,"I Spenser
representing himself under Colin
Clout. Wle wiish w-e hiad space
to quote the fine sonne which
Spenser addi-essed to bis friend
from Dublin, in the year 1586. It
may be found. hiowever, in blis
works, the lirst of the 'sonnets
printed after the Prothalamion.

For a'short tinie after Spenser
lcft Cambridge. lie stayed w-ith bis

friends; in thîe Nortlh, wliere lie fell
in love with. the ladv wlioni hie
celebrates under the nane of
Rosalind, the "widow*s. daughte-
o! the Glen," to wlion, in spite of
lier rejection of liii and pi-efer-
ence of anotlier, lie rctained an
ardent attaclînient for years. Slie
seems to ]lave exercised a con-
siderable influence over the poct,
and to ]lave hiac a gi-cat apprecia-
tion of lus grenius. Sonie pocticai
efforts of Spenser's belongZ to an
carlier period, but RosaIind seems
to ]lave put liii on a new course.
In 1579 Spenser w'as in London,'wliere lie liad a place in the bouse-
hold of Sidney's uncle, the Earl of
Leicester. in vigo hie is iii love
again, and, w-rilLinc, to Harveýy,
spealks o! luis; sw-eetheart as49mcum corculum Il (mv little
heart), as "altera RosaI indula"
t'anotue little Rosalind), but sluequickly disappears. About the
sanie tume, bis fi-st important ven-
turc, tlîe " Shepherd's Calendar,"
is.given to tlue w'orld. Mie grreater
part of this poem was wvritten in
the Northu, and it w-as entered at
Stationers' Hall, December 5,
1579, after bis ai-rival in London.

This poem consists of twelve
parts, called Aegylogcues; but, al-
thouerh under the foi-m o! a pas-
toral, it is suclu onlv in an allegrori-
cal sense. It w-as founded on tlîe
model of Virjgil and ihcoci-itus,
but its shephierds are the pastors
of the churcu, and tlieji- shecp are
the people committed to their
charge. One o! the pastors is
Algyrind, intended, as alreadv re-
markcd, for Gi-indal o! Canter-
bui-y. Another is Moi-cil, Inean-
ing Aylnuci, Bishiop of London.
Thle poemn is Pui-itan in tone, but
by no means exti-eme, and the
sanie note is flot found in Spcn-
ser's later wi-itings. This poem
gave Spenser a position anuong
tlîe i-st poets; of the day. Inspite o! its immatui-ity and
artiflciality. it was i-ecognized


