TH

E PRESBYTERIAN.

JUKRE, 1869.

N Januaary last, a disheartened
and dispirited body of men
mez at Kingston, tv deiiberate
\& on the steps to be taken to

p meet the circumstances in
¥ which the Church was piaced
by the withdrawal of the Go-
veroment grant to Queen’s Col-
lege. Prospects were not cheer-
ing. As one member of the Synod
dropped in after another, each
looked more hopeless of any good
result than the one why preceded hLim.
Darker and mure gloomy were the views
expressed as the time for mecting ap-
proached. The utmost hope that cven the
most sanguine appeared to be capable of
fecling was, that the small sum remaicing
from the wreck might be devoted to main-

taining 2 small Thevlogical Hall, in which ,
the few stadents who might pussibly be ,

attracted to study fur the ministry might

be received and prepared for the service of

the Church. But cven the most sanguine
seemed to feel that this was a forlorn hope ;
that all was lest, and that the withdrawal
of " the grant, fulluwing on the luss of reve-

nae oceasioned by the deterioration of the |

stock of the Cowmmercial Bank was fatal,
and that nothisg remained bat to draw the
robe decently arvand the body erc the last
agonies of death overtook it. Such was
undoubiedly the fecling entertained vn the
night preceding the meeting of the Syned ;
~ but when the Court was constitated ; when
cach member looked the other in the face,
almost before the first words were uttered,
and when there certainly was no change in
outward circumstances to warrant any alte-
ration in the state of fecling, a spinit of

hopefulness began to be diffesed thrvaghvat
the assembly. And as one speaker rose

after another ; as wurds of hope that some-
thing might be done, or objections to dif
ferent pians were heard stated and were dis-
cusscd, fears to be removed, the mure
timid shook off their dread ; hope became in-

' creasing confidence, until gradually and not
. too rapidly, enthusiasm was aroused, which
' culminated in the bold and startling deter-
mination, so pithily expressed by one of the
speakers, “ the College mnst not and shall
ot go down.” That this was no vain
boast, and that the confidence felt in the
disposition ¢f the members of the Church
to meet demands plainly laid before them
was well grounded, have been justified by
| the suceess already obtained.
, . Turn from the wants of the Church at
. larze to those of individual congregations.
- Are there not, in {00 many cases, the same
. dull depression, the same gloomy fears, the
. same want of hopefulness, the same ineli-
nation to lay down 2 burden, or rather the
same disinclination to take up 2 burden
which is regarded as too heavy to bear?
But has it never occarred to these doubt-
ers, to those men of fearful hearts, to try
. the efficacy of looking things in the face ia
company ; of secing eye to cye; of com-
, muning on the subject of their wants; of
. meeting, if it were for no other purpose
 than that of *all beinz unhappy together?”
The general practice, and it is by no means
to be wondered 2t. is for the members of
congregations to brood in selitude over the
financial cmbarrassments which may have
, overtaken them 2s a body, to look uwpun
them as irretrievable and to put forth no
cfiort, because convincad that no cffort is of
any avail. Meetings are called, bat not
. attended, because people think, whatever
~ they may say to others—and we do not mean
. by thic expression that they try to deccive—
that no meetings are of any use since af-
. fairs are Lopeless. They, therefore, take
no trouble to investicate the true state
of affairs; to find out their actual obliga-
tions, or {9 discover what chance there is
. of liquidating them. They give way to
" depression until what mizht have been re-
moved by a slight cffurt becomes a crushing
load and a Christian congregztion becomes
‘ extinct, or, if it still exists, Janguishes as a

?



