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agents.  The futurve growth of the Mission
must degend lavgely on the development of
native talent and hberality.  Hence the
great importance of the step now taken,
which the Committee now feels assuved, will
have the fullest sanctien of the Assembly
and the Church.

‘Three Hindaoos are now working under the
supervision of the Council, viz, Charles
Ragbir who is stationed at l)ia_moud, one of
the outlying sections of Me. Grant's field.
The people raise £20 for his support aud the
Committee grants this year £90.  Rev. Lal
Brehari, who is Mr. Grant’s assistaut, and
has a salary of £100 and a house, and C. C.
Soodcen, whose Iabours are divided as uec-
casion requires between the Princestown
and Tunapuna field., and at a salary of £i00
and a house. Reports from these brethren
were rezeived at the close of the year, and
are of the most interesting character. They
show how dirigently their work is carried on
and how thorough has beeu the nsuruction
which they received from the missionaries
and which they are now 1n turn imparting to
others.

A SERMON BY REV. JOHN McNEILL:
2 RINes v, 1-14,

Leprosy, of course, is a type of sin. How
much teachiug is in type, you and I scarcely
know. When I had the honour to preach in
Mr. Spurgeon’s Tabernacle oun ““The cleaus-
ing of one of the New ‘festament lepers,” I
sud that I thought the sight of aleper would
greatly teud o quicken, and give practical
meabmg and force 1 our minds to all Bible
teachiug abous the exceeding sinfulness of
sin. | nave since seen a returned fureign
missionary who alimost wanted just at that
puint to set me aside, and 0 swnd up for
nve minutes himself aud describe to the
aulience what leprosy really is, and the aw-
tul effect which the first acqnaintance with
it has upon English eyes ana Englhish hearts
and understanumgs. I wul noe attempt to
set 1t torth. I cannot. Ihave not scen it,
nervher have the bulk of us seen it ; but leg
us understand that leprosy is one of the
Bible’s representations of the intense malig-
nity and detilement of the rortal malady
that has attacked you and me, vomiely, sin.
Naaman, then, was a typical man, u man at-
flicted and covered with this typical
disease ; and we have to foliow the turniugs
and windings of the narrative, which he
made somewhat uunecessarily protracted, in
order t»see how this typical sinuer fares
when he comes into contact with the Lord
Gud Almighty, the only God of grace and
salvation for a leprous sinner.

NAAMAN THE SYRIAXN,

i

Notice how, in tho very first verse, then,
the Rible puts this doctine of the depth of
our necd as vepresented in the disease of lep-
vogy.  Many people are stumbled at it. The
vision of # leper 13 a sermon to every one

! who sees him, as to what sin is in its insi-
| dious, but mortal, and, but for ene cure, in-
1 curable rvages upon the inner man, the soul

within us. 1 am stating the doctrine rough-
ly, havshly. I may so putit as to state it,
a8 you thmk, in 2 comewhat nnbalanced way.
Do uot blame the Bible. The Bible is wou-
detfolly comsiderate. As it states the case of
Noaman, so it 18 willing to state the case of
every one here. Tu puts it, but see how soft-
ly it putsit: “Now Na-unan, captain of
the host of the king of Syria”—itadmits that
he was a cap.ain—‘‘was a great man”—the
Bible admits that—¢*becanse by him the
Lord had given deliverance unto Syria”—
quite a special man. The Bible aimits that
-—*he wasalso a mighty man in valour ;”—
good general : perhaps the only general. The
Bible admits that ; but nmkin§ all admis
sions, and taking iu everything bs the way,
it does say, and 1t dares to say, and it insists
upon saymg—=‘hut he wasaleper.” Asitis
put there, so I would like to put it here. You
are amiable. 1 grant that you are amiable,
I am willing to admit it ; but at the bottom,
the last analysis of all tnat yon are, yields
this, that you are a sinuer : you are a leper.
That is the last analysis. Taken into Gnd’s
scales. tested in His crucible, weighed in His
balances, here is the end. “‘but he wos o
leper.”  Amiable, butan am’able sinner ; re-
fined, a relined sinner ; wealtny, a wealthy
sinner ; a peer of the realm, a sinner as re-
gards your spiritual conditiou.

The ible makes all allowances. It isnot
rude ; it whes everything into cousideration,
but it will not speak false worde. It wi'l not
say “Peuce,” when there is no peace. It will
not give a clean bill, and allow you to come
into port, when you ought to be riding quar-
autine because there is infectious disease on
board. The Bible will be honest with you :
and while it makes all admissious, on certaiu
grounds, as to what differentiates you from
other people who are dishonorable and dis-
horest and every way broken down out-
wardly-and visibly, it g)es straight into the
conscience, and says, ‘‘After all, however,
you may differ : you are a sinner.  You are
smitten with an incurvble, disease which
knows no remedy save one, the koowledge
of which, and the experience of which, come
not from earth, but straight and miracul-
ously from heaveu.

“And the Syrians had gone out hy com-
p -nies, and had brought sway captive out of
theland of Israel a little maid : and she
weited on Naaman's wife.” Now, does it




