
Zh liîoting Q:linaibiait

As 1 write, there is n'grcat mtss iii Ottawa. 'lle Par-
liaîîîent Buildings have ail beenl swept aîîd gariishied.
l>reî)arations have beeîî going ou1 for weeks. l'lie IDe-
l)artiints have been bus>' over their Reports. Mciii-
bers have bcciî writing for thceir ', Rooîîîs." Shops have
beeni brighteniîîg and iay-ing iii supplies for a brisk trade.
'l'lie biotels arc ail "rcmiodcled(," as they say, and

nciwly.fuiriisliedl," as tîcy say too, aîd everytbing is ii
rcadiness forthle îmeetiîng of i>arliaîîîcîit. Tlîesoldiers
who are to l>eIl ou guard " have drilled, and polished tip
îlîeir steels. Flags are shakeîî out. lvrybho(l> lias oui
bis bcst coat.

About twenty years ago, perhaps a few years hefore
you were borni, a very great eveîiî took place iii Canada.
AIl the Proviînces becanie united into oîîe country, aîîd
wc called it the D)ominion of Canîada. A Capital was
choscîi for cacli P>rovince, anîd it was arraîîged that cadil
Province shouild have its own I>arlianients, aîîd manage
its owîî affairs. Mlien a Capital was clîoseîî for the
wliole country. 'Manty tlîouglit that Mouitreal slîould be
the Capital. Maiy thouglit îlîat Tloronto wvas better.
Opinions were so différent tliat at lengtli tue quesqtion
ivas sent honte to otîr owîî Queen, Il Where is the
Capital to le? " Her Majesty looked at Moîîtreal on
the niai,, and thîeî zat Toronto, but slîc fouîîd it liard to
decide. So she thouglît it best mo clîoosc a place half-
way between cacdi, anid tliat place ivas Ottawa. 0f
course we ail accepted
Her Mlajesty"s; decision,
aîîd Ottawa w~as mîade
the Capital, with a P>ar-
limîîent to nîict there to
discuss questions about
tlîe wlîole country, and
to decide iii cases iii
wlîicl the various P>ro-
vice could îlot agrece.

We begaîî a oînce.
Bîuildings werc required
for tlie l>arliaîîîent, anîd
for the work of the
Goveriîineîit. By auîd by'
I shaîl tell you of the
îwork of tlîe Goverrnieîîî,
for voit îiust not tlîiîk it
is aI donc by sitting iu
eomifortable chairs iii
1arianîent, or b>' stand- hh'IIFE THEY N 1

iuig iîîaking fie speeches.
So the Bluildiîngs were
comîîîenced, and now they are conîpleted, aîîd for thuese
tweuity o(ld ycars have been uised for the governiîent
of tie couîntry. 'l'Iey stanid ou a hill, ovcrlook'iiîg the
Ottawa River, aînd îîake a îîîost liaîdsoîie and iîîposiîîg
pile. 1 lIle grourids arnd tlîeîî are kept beautiful witli
flower beds aîîd greeîi sward, aîîd the approaclies are
liaudsoine aîîd attractive. Ont the whole, we ought to
be proud of our Ottawa Buildings. Soniec peop>le sa>'
îlîey are tic finest iii the world, next to those in London.

Every Province elects a certain nunîber of îîîembcrs
for the Parlianiciit in Ottawa, and thîey ail conte up for
the Sessioni 10 Iearn wlîat, is beiîîg donc, aîîd to vote

F

whien it is dililut, to say what ouglit to bc donc. 'Ihcse
gentlemen are- called 'l'le flotise of Coninions. 'l'ie)>
are îwo litlldredl and fltcleen iiiiiiiler, aid as, hIe)
leave tlieir lomes and thcir business to attend to their
duties iii Iarianîient, the country gives theni an .ullo%ý-
ance for travelling expcnscs, and ani animîal salar> of one
thousand dollars caehi.

For féar'he flouse of Comnmons shouild at any tie
bc le(l to (Iccide to do somcehing th:ut miay not bc Iîest,
or not to dIo soniething that thc couintry requires,
another body of men, called the Senatc, lias been
crcated, as a check uipon thc Coninions. 'l'lie Senawe is
conmposed of scventy.cighît gentlemen. TI'by are nlot
elcred by the people as the Commions are. Tlhey arc
simiply appointed. 'l'lic dlifférence betwcen a Memibcr
of the Counimons and a Senator in this respect ks that the
Mâlember gets thc votes of the people, and the nutniber of
votes decides w~ho is to be Meiner ; whilc the Senator
gets no votes at aIl, but ks simiply toid by the Govcrn-
ment that lie is t bc a Senator, and a Senator lie ks.
'lle Nleihclr, too, is Member only for the I>arliamcent
for whici lie lias haid the votes. %lien a ncw% Parlin-
ment ks coming lie has to go brick and get tie votes ail
over again, and if lie does îlot get thlîemlie canniot bc
Menihler an>', longer. l'le Senator, however, ks a Sena-
tor for life, anid his annual salary ks tlie saine as the
niemiber's, naîîîely, one tlîousand dollars a year.

Now tliis gives us a great mnany mien 10 govcrîi us
too miny iîideed, and s0 the Parlianiejît says, "Let us
clioose one mari to be our lîead, or our leader. He will
learil about the country better than we can, and hie will
suggest t0 us what ks best to be donc. %\'leni lie bas
tiîoughit it ovci well, anîd has su- csted to us wlîat lie
tlîiîks, w'e will aIl corne up to Ottawa once a ycar t0
talk it over and decide. %Ve will talk 'and decide, and
talk and decide, until evcrytiug is arranged, even if it
takes weeks or îîiontbis." So they do0. 'lhey aIl conte

tii) onîce a year, and
soinetinies it takes scveral
îîîonths before leverythiîîg
is donc.

But the liead mian, or
leader who lias beenl

chs iîîds a gre'ît deil
to d.H ant(oi

think of aitll. H ok
about, amiong thec menti-
biers who have becin
electcd, for tlîe men niost
likely tw lîcîl> irin. 1-l e
chooses a few of diese,
w~ho conic wiîlî the
Leader aîîd work wih
hiii. 'he' ince a gYreat
ceal ofiener thail' UIl

1arlianient of course.
E T V; OTTAWA. lîîdeed îlîey give their

who'.e tiînle to tlîe country,
and take charge of al

tlîe différent departnîeîîts. Thîey are calledl tic Cabinet,
an(I soîntimies the Miîiisters, or tlîe MNinistrv' or tlîe
Qucen's Privy Couiîcil for Canada. Thcrc are fourteen
or f'îfteî of tîjeni. 'l'lîcy îîîeet very often to liai and
carry out their work, and somnetiîîes îlîey have to travel
arouind a good deal so that they mna, know bettcr what
is goiiîg on in the departîîîent under tlîeir charge. Each
nieniber of tic Cabinet lias a salary of seven tlîousand
dollars.

Wc have now got, you sec, the Leader, wlîo is called
tie Premier, or First nian iu the country ; lus Cabinet,
or Privy Council ; the Senate ; and thie flouse of Com-
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