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of the bil and introduced the same.
puring my stay in Ottawe, It was
passed Q8 a4 government measure

“rough the House of Commons and
vierwards the -legis'ationt was passed
i the Senate, though  conslder-
able  opposition  developed In  the
. pper tlouse agalnst  the pro-
vatons of | the DIt belng  con-
dand o the Maunftoba fpspection divis.
1. some of the sengtors wishing the
w t to be made applicable to the whole
o Canada, though as  the flaxseed
grown in Manitoba is much heuvier to
1o measured bushel than that grown
w untarlo, the result of extending the
operation of the blil to Ontarlp would
pave been that none of the Ontarlo
Naxseed could have taken a grade, as
the welght per measured bushel of the
sevd ralsed there 1s nol cgual to the
weight of the seed produced in Mant
b and the Teriitorles, However the
piil pasged and the Inspeetion of Maul-
tobn taxseed I8 now legal.

Elcetrio and Gas Light Charges.

The committee appointed in Decem-
per. 18, and which was contlnued by
the 1ast annual meeting, *“to look intu
the whoje Jquestlon of electric and gas
lighting a8 furnished by the present
company, the charges for the same,
the difference of the cost of lighting
as compared with the past and be-
tween the present cost and what would
be & falir figure for the servire render-
od and as to what remedy Is to be
tound,” immadintely following the an-
nual meeting secured from a  large
rumber of cities in Canadan and the
United States a mass of valuable in-
{ormation on the subject and present-
el & report to tha councll with sta -
ments and suggestions. This vepo.t
was very thoroughly counstdered at
ssveral meetings of the councll when,
at thelr own request, directors of  the
Winnipeg Electric Street Rallway Co.
were present. Your counci: are pleas-
ed to stafe that, as & consequence of
the board’s uction, the tariff of rates
for both electrlc and xas lighting sup-
ply was materially reduced and & de-
finlte statement was made by the com-
pany that reductions would again be
made when the consumption reached
tigures quoted.

Lfontrceal Grain Inspeotion.

1t would appear that serious trouble
has arlsen in connecction with the ine
specifon of American grain at Monte
real by Canadian government inspece
tors, and complaints have been made
to the government through Lora
Sirathcona by the British graln mer-
chants. The government has lateiy ap-
polnted a roya! commiksion to investi-
g e the whole system of graln inspec-
tion at Montreal. Mr. David Horn, the
chie? grain inspector for the Manitoba
fargection  dlvision, was appointed
chatrman and sittings held at Mont-
real, Thelr report has not yet been
made nublic.

The danger to Manitoba interests
arlsing from European dissatisfactlon
with {nspection of grain at Montreal
lies in the'fact that it government cer-
tificates ifssued at AMontreal become
discredited, European buyers may con-
clude that there {s little value to be
attached to the government certifi-
cates fssued In the Manitqba Inspection
division. It s gatisfactory to learn
that the minister of inland revenue has
acted promptly.

-Cify Forms of Accounting.

Late in the past year your council
took teps to secure the laws and reg-
ulations governing the keeping of city
accounts from:several cities in Canada’
and the United States, together with
forms, etc,, uged in connection there-
with.  Valuable data has been re-
ctived, and your counoil recommend
that a special. committee be appoint-
« to thoroughly investigate the sys-
tem in force in Winnipeg with a view
of. it 1t 1s considered necessary, mak-
ity recommendations to the city coun-

Jnspeoction of ides,

The Dominion hide inspector in Win-
nipeg has reported to the board thut
te-has not acted offictally during the
past year, as inspection has not been
atked for. Locat inspection, there-
fore, has become a thing of the past.

Sugar Beot, Growth.

Eariy last year our committee on
beet sugar had an Interview with the
Hon. John A. Davidion, minister of
sgriculture. and at his request sume
marized thefr wishes in the following

Ietter.

Winulpeg, May 30, 1000.
Hon. 3 A Davidson, Minister of Axrienl-
- ture, Winnipeg.
Deap Mz, Davidson--
Io. reference to the heet  root mntter,
wblelt wak lald before you yesterday by a
Yatation frow this board, 1 beg to give

THE COMMERCIAL

«ou herewith in n. concisc form just what
the hoard wonld Hke to have donc s
sumauier.

1st. That seed stipuld Le secured at onve

and arangements made by Mr, McKellar-

wlth two or three of the market, gardencrs
m the vielnity of Winnipes, that the same
should be sown and e beds cultivated
according to the fnetructlons glven by the
Amerlean départiment of agricuiinre, which

-
Presidont Elect Witllam Goeorgeson.

Instructions we can glye you a  copy of.
The xlze of the beds to be sown not to hie
fnrge In order not to' entall expense or
much fabor chis xeason.

2ud. That an analysis be made of sam
pies of thue from. say, Stony Mountain or
Reman, i1 onder tu teart thelr purity and
strength, Also that If the city has not had
the water from thelr arteslan well system
analyzed, that this aino be done.

3rd. ‘That the beets rafsed by the mare
ket gardeners under direction of dMr Me-
Kellar be analyzed  thls autumn  at the
Ontuinlon eapeclhweatal farm, and, say, the
heet root svsar  factors  In Minuesota,
where a practleal test could be had.

4th. That arrangementa be mapde by Mr
MceKellar with say ten or twelve farmerx
th the Winnipez distriet to caeh carefully
prepare a sinall ot of ground this fali as
a seed bed for planting uext xpringz. =o
that o more Zhaustive est of ghe nus
fug of sugar heet root could be carrled on
NEXT 'Season

1 am, Sir,
Yours falthtulls,
C. N. BELL,
Sceretars.

The minister took an active Interest
in th: proposition submitted by the
committee and under his instructions
s deputy, Mr. McKellar, secured seed
and arranged with a number of farm-
ers in the vicinity of Winnipeg to plant
the same, The department and the
committee have kept In active touch
with the matter during the summer,
which was a most unpropitious oue
for the securing of a falr test. The
committee communicated with the ex-
perimental farm at Ottawa and ar-
ranged with the chemist there to ana-
lyze samples of the Dbeets 1aised
on the experimental plots near
Winipeg. The Dominlon farm chent-
i1st, Mr F C. Shutt cordlally expressed
a deslre to assist the committee, and
Mr. McKellar in the latter part of Oc-
*ober forwarded sampies ol the beets
ratsed here. Within the past few days
a full report has been received on the
prellminary tes.s of growth, but owing
10 the extrao:dinary climatic condi-
tions of tHe jast season the results
were not defldte enough to be even
fairly conclusire, but a start has been
made with the experlments, which will
Le continued on a larger scale duaring
the coming € ason.

Seport' of Gi :oral Grafn Cemmitteo

The general grain ciomnnttce made
the following report, viz. @

Winnipeg, Sth Derember, 1900
The President and Councl], Winnipes
Board of Trade.

Gentlemen,~The general grain com-
mittee of the board beg to represont
as follows?

fst That this board under the gen-
eral Inspection has the right to nomin-

ate slx membors of the graln survey
board.

Znd. That on the 17th Avgust, 1809,
this “Jard on the recommendation of
the committee nominated the follow-
ing to act on the survey board : 8.
A MeGaw, 8, Nufen, G, V. Hustlngs,
S. Spunk, F. W, Thonipson and A, At-
kinson, and the miulster of intand rev-
cnue appointed them to otllce.

drd. Through the removal from the
provines or absence from the clty for
an extended perlod Messrs, MceGaw
and Atkinson are not avatlable for
service, antd Mr, Nalrn has aléd, three
vacancles on the survey boafd have
been created.

Hth. This committee recommend that
the winister of inland revenue be ad-
vised of the facts and requested to
arpoint Messrs, G. R, Crowe, R. Mulr
and 7. T. W. Bready to il the vacan-
cles,

Sth. That Messrs. McGaw and Nalrn
bemyg no longer avallable for service
on the board of examniners appointed
by the minister of inlund revenue that
they be replaced by Messrs, G, V. Has-
tings and I ‘I W. Bready.

Gth,  “That the western grain stand-
ards board having passed the follows
inig resolutions which have since been
endorsed by the Grain lixchange, this
commitice niso endorse the same and
tecommend thelr adoption by the min-
tster of Inland revenue.

Resolved, that It 13 the opinlon of
this bourd that the methods of hund-
ling Manitoba wheat would be best
served by making the following
clll:m;;e‘a in the schedules  of grades,
vid, .

Ist That the grades of 2 hard und 1
northern be consotldated under tha
name of 1 northern and having  the
pregent qualification of 1 northern, ea-
cept 1na 1t contaln not less than L0
per cent. of bard wheaat,

2nd. That the name of No. 2 north-
ern be changed to that of No, 1 Mant.
toba spring wheat and baving not less
than I3 jer cent of hard wheat, and
to walzh not less than 38 pounds per
bushel. That any wheat not good
erough to grade No. 1 3lanitoba
spring be graded as No. 2 Manitoba
spring In the discretion of the in-
spector, .

‘The committee, while fully endorsing
thr peinciple of the abuve resolution
consider that In the.matier of tho de-
tall of the térms “Nos. 1 and 2 Mani-
toba spring,” {t would be.much prefer-
able to use the names of “Nos, £ and
3 northern,” without, however, chang-
Ing In apy way the percentages of
hard wheéat or the welghts. “Spring
wheat” is a pame now so associated
fin Canada with the graln ot that de-
scription grown In Ontarjo and Quebec
that confuslon would likely arlse i it
was applied to the Manitoba preduct

The councii lately adupted the re-
port of the general grain comunittee
aud forwarded the necessary recome
mendation to the minister of inland
revenua,

. Northern Paoitis Hotel:

Taking advantage of the prese..ce In
the city of Mr W 8 Mellen, president
ot the Northern Pacific railway Co.,
the council, on the Tth of April, 1900,
had an interview with him, and he was
requested to inform the deputation
what the company’s intention was In
connection with the rulns of the Man-
itoba hotel. The deputation stated
that the ruins were unsightly on our
principal busipess street, and it it
was not, the intent’on Lt the company
to rebufld the botel the members of
the board hoped that the ruins would
be removed and a sultable station
butlding erected on the site. Mr. Mo
len, in reply, stated that the compaay
had last vear been willing to redbuild
the hotel and increase their mileage in
the,province, but now they did not feel
lfike making .any further investments
{n this province at the present time.
They were anxious to increase the
mileage {€ they could see thelr way
to do so, but could nct, and if they
did not rebulld. an hotel they would
put up a sultable passenger statlon,
but until this matter was tinally de-
cided they did not wish to destroy any
of the -remaining walls that would be
of use in rebuilding an hotel, and that

-lie expected that he would know defin-
itely within a few months what their
decision would be.

Nothing having been heard from the
company & communlcation was ade
dressed to the president on the Gth
December, which was replled to by
Mr. Mellen as follows:

Northera '‘Paclgc - Rallway Company,

New  York, ec. 11, 1900.
Mr. C. N. Bell, Secretary, the Winolpeg

Board of Trade, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Dear Sle—

4

Your favor of the Oth ult. was duly ve-
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celved, bLut L hiave been unable to reply to
the same on account of certaln negotla-
tlons between the provinclal govermnent
and our company tooking to n tease of our
Hues within tha provinee.

‘Chis matter Js not determiued at the
present time, and 1 am unable, in conse-
rquence, to give uny satisfuctory answer to
your cenquiries,

I regret the conditions that surrensdd our
situatlon In Manttoba, and shonld be pleas-
ed to be able 1o detinitely advise yon our
poliey vegarding the siatlon tn Winunipeg,
or the relmilding of the liotel, were it pos
sible under the etreumstances,

Yours truly,
C. 8. MELLEN,
Yresldent.
Appolutment of an Offictal Asslgnce.

In February last it was brought to
the notice of your council that Mr. S.
A. Do Bertrand, the oflicial assignee
appoluted by the Manitoba gaern-
nment some years ago, on the recom-
mendation of this board, would llkely
sive up the oilice and a yetition signed
by nearty all the banks and wholesale
houses of Winnipeg was presented to
the counctl, with a request that this
board should ask for the appolntment
of Mr. Chas. H. Newton, and the fol-
lowing resotution  was  afterwands
passed ¢

“Resolved, that this board recom-
mends Mr. Chas. H, Newton for the
appolntme it of ofliclal assignee for the
province oo Manitoba In case any fur-
ther appointment to that oflice is to

Vice-President Elect Joh.. Russell,

be made or any change s contems-
pliated.”

Later ¢n the board was wrltten by
the Hon. Hugh J. Macdonald, attor-
ney general, that Mr F J Nixnu
had been appointed as oflicial assignee
for the province of Manitoba before
the boards resolution had been
brought before him and that ‘had he
beer aware of the board’s desire to
have Mr. Newton appointed he would
have seen that thelr wishes were met;
as he recognizes this is an appoint-
ment which concerns principaily the
business community of Winnipeg. He
also wrote “If it were considered ne-
cessary, I take it there would be no
difficulty in ‘having the act amended
so as to provide for the appointinent
of another official assignee. I make
these explanations as I do not .wish
the board of trade to imagine for 2
moment that they have heen treated
with discourtesy or that thelr recom-
mendation has been slighted.” The
councll then by resolution requested
the provincial government to  take
such measures as might be necessary
to enable them to appoint Mr. Newton
as an assignee. The Hon. Mr. Macdon~
ald under date of Oth April, wrote In
acknowledging this resolution, “I will
bring this matter bhefore my colleagues
at an early date, and have no doubt
we will be able to meet your wishes
by amending the act as requested,”
and while this request was again af-
terwards brought to the attention of
the government no action was taken
to amend the act during the sesslon
and conscquently Mr. Newton has not
been appointed.

Your council recommends that this
matter be again brought to the atten-
tion of the government before ine next
segsion of the Manitoba legislature.

Elcotion of Ofticers.

3r. Ashdown nominated Mr. Johi

b Aermimaas ¢ o -



