blocks weighing exactly one pound or
two pounds as the case may bhe,

Egigs aro now coming in murh hot-
ter shape from Manltoba, perhnps fn
some degree owing to The Commer-
clal’s numerous warnings, The same
cannot be sald of the eastern market.,
The Juropeatt market Is now clam-
oring lor cggs and as a dozen eges jy
o dozen eggs In the west, regardies
of size. but not to the swme extent
in Burope, the eagtern Cunatian ship-
pers are packing  their g epgs to
Furopo anl geudlug their small eggs
to British Columbin, Many of thosy
arriving are wo  bigger than pigeon
egeg amd all are very  smali, while
from Manitobu  they are coming in
fair condition and are a good aver-
nLe siae,

A telegram shown to The Conuner
elal to=dny intimated that chos: was
stiffening and that the factories were
uot tumbling over one another to cug
prices. Jobbers here cluim they enn-
uotv s2il the commaoiity in British  o-
lumbin under 11 and 12 conts to the
retall trade,

The flour and feed trade is dull just
now owing to its helng between sea-
sons, and It I8 extremely hard to quote
prices that may be understood owing
to dealers cutting rates. If a  man
sends to the jobber for a ton of hay
for his horse, being a private citi-
zen. he is charged $135. but where com-
petition Is invited the same hay will
£0 to a stable or for the camp at $13
or perhaps $12.50.

Word comek from the U. 8, sal-
mon hanks that the traps are aver-
aghng 20,000 a day at this writing.
This is aliove all previous records, nnd
fears are dispelled as to their not he-
ing & big pack on the Fraser. The
northern canneries are all through
and report almost o fall pack. Ran
Jose scale and codlin moth arve respon-
sible for many selzures of Californin
fruit by the government here.

British Columibin Board of
Trade.

The annuar meoting of the British
Columblsa Board of Trade of Victorin,
B. C., was Jie:d on July 15th. The chair
was occupied by President IKirk. The
annuai report swmmarized tho pro-
gress of the principal industries of the
province. We givo some extracts:
Notwlithstanding the excitement
caused by the discovery of placer gold
in the Klondike region, mining in Bilt-
ish Columbin has not Leen neglecte.l,
and the output of 1897 exceedeld the
previous year by 40 per cont.

The following table, prepared by the
provincial  mineralogist shows the
yearly output of all the mines in the
province since 1890y,

Yonv. Amount. Per cont.
1890 .. v e W $ 2,608,803

1891 .. .. . . 3,522,102 33
1892 .. .. . 2,878,630

1892 o e e . 3.088,418 21
18F wee vee e wee e +22R,717 18
18IT v e e e e 5 843,042 33
1896 oo cee aee e en 7.507,956 3
A8IT eee wev v wee e 10,135,268 40

When it js counsidered that in 1892
the totnl output of lode mines was
oily $100,000, against $7,050,000 in
1397, a better 4den can be formed of
the progress made in  sjlver-lend
awd copper-gold mining, The apathy
which previously existed toward tho
smelting of ores in British Columbia
is fast disappearing, with the cer-
taluty that they can bLe treated pro-
fitably. In this connection the fol-
Jowing figurcs are interesting: 63-
301 tous of Rossland copper-gold
averaging $30.48 per ton, returned a
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pvofit of $12 to $16 per ton; 33,576
tous of Slocan ore assaying 108.5
eliver per tor. aml 43,7 per cent lead,
Krogs valuo $97.70 per ton. retuened
a wrofit of $30 to $35 per ton, Thoe
outhut of Vancouver islund coal in
1897 wae 92,805 tons, of which 619,-
360 tous was exported,  Alous one-
third of tho coal imported into Cali-
fornia during  the game perlod was
from ths> mines. The manufacture of
cohe IS progressing satisfactortly, 17.-
331 toxs being  the output in 1897.
This  is o new industry, only 1,563
to:s heing produced in 1895-96.

&t was expected that  the sahnon
piack of 1897 would be sarge, but the
total pack of 1,015,577 eases, an in-
treass of 56 per cent. over and above
the previous highest record exceedod
tho hopes of the most sanguine. The
Inerease was ahnost exclusively from
the Taaser viver and is aceounted for
principatly by the hatchery establish-
ed there fn 1834: the diminution of
seals in t'.¢ Pacific ocean 15 believed to
have hac a beneficinl effect on  the
raimon run. A combine of the prin-
cipa! sammon canners in British Colam-
bia was formed In December last for
the purpose oi preventing undue com-
petition in the British markets. This
has had a beneficial effect, and has
workea tatisfactorily In the mterests
of all concerned. The Dominion wov-
einment receipts from :almon fizhing
Licenses fn British Columbia amounted
to about $50,000 in 1897, whilst the
total expenditure of the deparvtment of
fisheriea was not much over §10,000,
The knowledge of these facts adds to
the dicappointment caused by the qe-
partment’s fallure to comply with the
canners’ request that salmon hateh-
ories be established on the Skeena and
Naas rivers and on Rivers inlet and
asdditional hatcheries on  the Fraser
river. It was expected, further, thut
a specialist would he stationed in Dicit-
ish Columbia for the purpose of study-
iug ifish life more completely. - Oysters
ana fobsters have been brought {rom
the east and planted in Britisn Colum-
bin tidat waters, and the fivst reports
of these expermments were iavorable.

The Crops.

N. P. CROPS. .
* The Norther Pacific crop report
for the wee. .ading July 3lst, 1s as
followe :

Brandon—The  weather continucs
cool with frequent showers and the
crop has hmproved wonderfully the
Jagt two weeks. Potatoes and other
root crops arc doing remarkably well.
With present weather harvesting will
not commetice for three weeks.

Rounthwaite—Weather since last re-
port has been rather dry {or the crops.
The average yield promises to be vath-
or low. There are some very gcod
fields, while the greazer part of jhem
are fair to very poor. Vegetables,
oats and barley are suffering for want
of moisture. Iay Is a very light
yield.  Wheat may yicld sn average
of fifteen bushels to the acre.

Wawanesa—Weather during the past
week has been favorable for the grow-
ing crops. Tempezature moderate,
with light showers of rain. The crops
gre welf advanced and looking fine.
The yield wilit be much avger than at
{irst cxpected, the wheat is headmg
out much Letter than last year. No
damage by hail In this viefnity.

Hilton—Weather since my last re-
port has been favorable for the crops
which are now lcoking much improved.
Wheat promises .o yield of cighteen
to twenty bushels por acre on an aver-
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age. Hacvesting will not commence
for about three weeks yeot. Farmers
are pow busy haying but are being
celuyed conshilorably by wet weather,

Beiment—The weather duclng  the
lnst week hax been mostly cloudy and
cool with o few light showers. ‘Tho
wheat Iy adl well headed out and with
favorable weather harvesting will
commence fe about throe weeks, All
garden Stufl and roots are looking
well,  Hayiag ts well under way.

Batdumr—Since last report wewther
hag been very favorable and it {8 re-
markable the way crops are improy-
ing, Some flelds of whiat will yleld
thirty bushels per acre, and It is esti-
mated that the average witll We
elghtoen bushels to the acre. Oats
are ripening fast and cutting shoutd
commence about tho middle of this
month, wheat a week later with fav-
orable weather.

Somersevr—Weather past week
been fine for growling crops,
thing icoking fine.

Altamont—Crops of all kinds dolug
well.  Farmers looking forward to a
bountifu;i harvest. Most farmers ex-
pect to begin harvesting in ten days
or two weeks, .

Mianmi—The weather during the last
week has been rather cool for foreing
the rivening of the wheat. The fields
are turning yel'ow showing that in
u few ‘warm days the rattle of the
binder will be heard. Tho crop could
hardly look finer than at presznt and
tho yield ghould be good. Next report
will give an ¢stimate of the probable
vield. Rootg are an immeusp crop, es~
pecially potatoes. Cannot say as yet
how they will yield.

Roland—Crors continue to do well.
Several pleces of barley and cats will
bo cut in the cours? of a weuvx' or
ten days Wheat turning fast. The
weather i8 cooler, several light show-
ers, but no rain. Winds chiefly north-
west and westerly.

Morris—Wheat, oats and barley
looking well. Should wheat have as
favorable weather as tast week weo
will have an early harvest; some of
it o:1 the turn now. IHave s2en o num-
ber of fields during week and have
never seen better prospects at this
timo of year. Oats and barley also
out in head, and they are good and
plump. Iaying is general and is good,.

St. Jean=Light ram July 27th and
30th. Ground constdered tn good con-
dition. . :

Letellier~Crops in  gond condition,
maturing rapidly. A fow small picces
of carly barlqy have been cut. Wheat
and oats are turning. Weather fav-
orable, prospects good. Cannot tay
at prresene what the average yield wil)
be, but expect 1t will be alinost double
that of last year. L e

Lmerson—Crops of ull kinds looking
well. Weathey durlng the past week
all that could bie desired. Wheat fiil-
ing rapidly and indications pomt vo an
early harvest. Looks now as il a
week or ten days would see harvesting
quite general.

Portage la Prairie- -Since last report
the weather bas been generally cool
witi: Tau: nearly every day. Crops ure
lovking well, and with g few warm
days the gram will mature rapidly,
and some fields may be ready ior the
binder next week, in fact, some balley
has been cut already, and oue or two
fields of wheat can be cut as soon as
the wesather {s favorable. Harvesting
will not be general, however, for ten
days or two weeks.  The damage from
hail in this district covers a very
small area and the damage Is only
partiat where it struck, and will prob-
ably not amount to more than live

has
every-



