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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

Wia8IPEG, SATL DAY AFTERNOON, May 20,

The weathor has beon favorable and the crop
outlook, speaking generally of Manitoba and
adjaient western distriots, is quite good. Iv
some low or flat distriots, where sceding was
delayed by over-abundant rains, the crup is
backward, but the goueral condition is well
advanced sud decidedly geod, Thoro was some
frost about the cod of last weck and first of
this weck, but it was vorﬁ light, at least in
this seotion, and could not be noticed on vego-
tation. A good goneral rain would now do
ood, and rain is now indicated.  Grain has
gcen moviog a little botter.  Farmers are be.
ginning to markot somo wheat, baving got over
their rush of spring work, but prices are no
better. The local egg market is demoralized,
and butter is declining fast. Producers should
ccase makiog roll butter and begin packing
Tho Menitoba Southeastern railway echeme is
agsio attracting attontion, but the locsl govern.
ment seems fully decided to refuso the aid
required.

Bradstrects report, issucd at New York on
May 25, eays of the situation in the States:—
s+ The unfavorable conditions prevailing in com-
mercial and industrial circlce throughout the
country, together with the prospect for no ma
terial improvement duriog the summer, marks
the present tenson as probably tho dnllest,
relatively, for twenty seara. At no time sinco
the panic and business depression maniested
themselves last yenr bave reports as to the
volume of sales of merchaudize, the manufac.
ture of ataple goods, and the indisposition of
merchants generally to buy, except for abso-
lato immediate wants, been so pronounced.
The next few months promise a continu
auce if not an intensifying of exhisting con.
ditions of extreme dulluess and depression
Bank clearing for tho six days ending with
May 24, amount to $855,000,000, nearly 4 per
cent. lesa than in the week before, and 18 per
cent. less thanin the like week a year ago. The
total pumber of industrial employes idle asa
result of coal scarcity is placed at 35,000, pnd
the total number idle owing to the strike,
which now appears likely to fail, is 210,000.
In other induotrial lines 25,000 men are report-
ed idle as a reault of strikes, making the total
number now idle 235,000.

Winnipeg Markets.

1Al quotations, unlcss otherwise specified, are whole
salo for such quantitics as are usually taken by retal
dealers, and aro subject to the usual redaction on large
qmm.itics oand to cash dlscounts,)

GRoLBRIES—Sugars are firm, but not changed
up to latest advicez.  Eastern refineries were
quotin 43c for granulated and 3} to 33c for
yellows. Vancouver refined sugars wero
tirmer, and prices at the coast were advanced,
The Vaucouver refinery, which was reported
losed on account of the tariff change, and the
iflux of Chinese sugar, has resumed. Oce of
our British Columbia reporters states this week
that tariff modifications have been promised,
favorable tothe Vancouver refinery, with aview,
it is presumed, of keeping out the cheap China
sugar. Sugsrs advanced at New Yoik, both
raws and refined, The last China-Japan steam-
er to arrive at the coast brought in a load of
now tea,

CANNED MEATS .—

Corned Bee! ...... 11b ting, per casc of 1dozen $2 65
Roast Beef....... 1 ¢ “ L 27
Brawn..... seeell o B 2 65
Pigs Feet .ove. .2 :: :: {. :: 2 ;5-5
e Tongeer 3 Pou ig
O: Tonguo.... . 1} ¢ o 1« e 70
Chipped Dried Baefl™ ¢ N 2 & 525
Comprossed Ham .1 ¢ “ 2 “ 5 50

Fisu—Lake Superior, Manitoba and Lake
of the Woods are sending in fresh fish,
but no fishing is doing at Lake Winnipeg
yet. There are large stocks of frozen
winter-cought fish on hand. Pickerel, mullet,
etc., are being supplied from the river. Lake
Winvipeg frozen whitefish are quoted at about

Ge and pickerel 3 to 4~; fresh caught white
fish 6 to 70; Lako Superior trout Oo: British
Columbia saimon 160; halibut 140; smoked her-
rings 8¢; smoked whito 8¢; finnan haddies Se;
red herrings 200 per box.

Fuoip Bere, Ero.—Following are prices
of tho goods put up by the Johuston
Fluid Beef Company of Montreal :—Johns.
too's Fluid Beel-No. 1, 2.0z tins, per
dozen, $2.70 ; No. 2, 4-0z., $1.50 ; No, 3, 8-0z.,
§7.83; No. 4.1 1b., 812 83; No. 5, 2-1b., $24 30.
Staminal —2 oz. bottles, por dozen, $2 56 ; do,
4-0z., §5.10; do, 8 oz.. $7 65; do, 18 0z, $12.75
Fluid Beef Cordial—20-0z. bottles, §10. Milk
Graovules—In cases of 4 dozen, $5.10. Milk
Granules with Cercale—In cases of 4 desen,
€4.25,

GREEN Froirs.—Strawbertries have been
scarco this week, owing to bad weather south,
and prices have been titm and in somo cases
ligher, Choice fruit has sold as high as $5 25
per case of 24 quarts, Banaras have also been
very scarce, owicg to the cold wave and frost
which spread nearly all over the States at the
ond of last week. Bananas in transit were
badly damaged or bestroyed by the cold, and
as a consequenco local dealers have been out of
stocks. Lary,e receipts of leimsons have come to
hand, from ships arrived at Montreal direct
from the Mediterranean, and prices are lower.
Californin oranges are firm. A few cherriea
have been received and also a fow apples, which
have sold at §3 to §0 por barrel. Pic plant ia
lower, Prices are : California oranges, $3.50
to &t Lomons,new Messinas, 43 25 t0 4.50. Ban.
anxs,$2 to §3 per bunck. Pincapples, $2.50 to
83 per dozen.  Strawberries, $4.50 t §5.25
por case of 24 boxes. Tomatoes, $4.50 to §5
per crate of 30 pounds. Pie plant, 3¢ per
pound, Califoraia comb honey, $3.50 por case of
48 sections. New mapple sugar, 12 to 13c per
pound in 1-lb, cakes. Maple ayrup, 75¢ to$l per
gallon in wood, and §! to 1.25 in tins, as to
quality,

DRruas—Utollowing pricesare for small parcels
and will beshaded considorably for full packago
orders: Alum, per pound, 3§ todjc—etc. ; alcohol,
$4.75; bleeching powder, per pound, 6 to 8c;
blue vitrol, § to 8c; borax, 11 to 13¢c; bromide
potash, 55 to 75¢; camphor, 75 to 85¢c; camphor
ounces, 80 to 90¢; carbolic acid, 40 to 65¢c;
castor oil, 11 to 15¢; chlorate potush, 28 to 35¢;
citiric acid, 60 to 75¢; copperas, 3} to 4c;
cocaine, per oz, §8.50 to §9.00; cream tartar,
per pound, 28 to 35¢; cloves, 20 to 25¢; epsom
salts, 3§ to 4c; extract logwood, bulk, 14 te
18¢; do., boxes, 18 to 20¢c; German quinine, 30
to 40c; glycerine, per pound, 20 to 25¢; ginger,
Jamaica, 25 to 40¢; do., African, 20 to 25¢;
Howard's (uinine, per ounce, 50 to 60c; iodine,
85 50 to 6 L0, insect powder, 35 to 1uc; mor
phia sul., §1 90 to 2 25. Opium, $4.50 to 5.00;
oil, clive, $1.25 to 1.40; oil, U. 8. salad, $1.25
to 1 40; oil, lemon, super, $2.75 to 3.40; oil,
peppermint, $4.00 to 4.50; oxalic acid, 13 to
16¢c; potass iodide, $4.25 to 4.50 ; saltpetre,
10 to 12c; sal rochellc, 30 to 35¢; shellac,
45 to 50c; sulphur flowers, 32 to 5¢; sulphur
rol], per keg, 3¢ to Sc; soda bircarb, per keg
of 112 lbs, £3.75 to 4 25, salsoda, $2 00 to 3.00,
tartaric acid, per b, 45 to 55¢c.

Dey Goops—The local trade is very quiet.
In the clothing line country trders are very
glow in placing their fall aud wiater orders,
necessitating extra trips over the ground. In
dry goods aorting trade is quiet, and no pro-
gress has been made with fall orders. The
grey colton mills have been making further
reductions in prices. Considerabie cutting, it
is said, has been ‘ndulged in, and prices
have again been reduced about 10 to 15 per
cent., owing, it is said, to importations from
the States. The depression in the Suates is
causing some of the milla there to sell at
slaughter prices. Auother reazon given for
the decline is that the mills were anxious to
dispose of surplus stock, but_the former is
probably the correct reason. Itis said to be
likely that some of the mills will kave to
olose down, owing to light business, and
some have been running on short time,

Coat—It Is sald that there s llkely to he
some rodustion in Ponusylvanian anthraoite
for noxt fall and winter supplles. ‘There
Is no ochange At prewsnt, which |Ia
?uotcd at $10.50 for l'amxlwmh anthraolte, $9
or westorn anthraclto and §8 per ton for Lath.
bridge bituminous Theso aro rotail tloos,
delivored to consumors In tho olty. glourla
coal aeils at $4.25 retall, and 33 78 on traok
for the Estevan mines. Roche Verose mine,
Souria conl, {s quoted 280 higher por ton than
from the Estovan mines, or 8? 60 to connumara
and §4 on track.

Woop—Thero s vory little buslness In
car lote. Tamarao {s hold at $4 to $4.60 por
cord on track hbra in oar lota an to quality,
Oak car be bought at about, 83.76 to $4, mixod
pine, spruce, oto , can bo had at §3.80 to §3 75,
Poplar has sold at from 82,60 to $3.00 oa
track as to quality, groon out poplar brings the
top prico.

Raw Fors—DMink, otter, wolf aud muskrat
are dull and easlor. Fursalosbogin at London on
June ¢ and continuo to June 8 uolustve, Quo.
tations below will about cover tho range of
prices in Winanlpeg, The valno of a skin varles
8 to siza, color and condition of fur. The top
prico is for large skins, of Hrlmo quality. Oc.
casionally an extra large, fino sxin la rocoived
:vl:lioh will bring even wmore than th top U0,

ation ,—

Badger, porskin .............8 05to8 60
Rear, black....cvv.viivens . 60to 20 00
Bear, brown ...... . ..,... 00to 2000
Bear, grizzly ................ 1 00 to 10 00
Beaver ....ue.iiiiiiiie.iee., 20080 700
Beaver castors, per pound ..., 280te 8 00
Ermines, porakin ............ Ol to 02
Fisher ............ 60t 700
Fox, cross ..... Wto 600
o ki L 10 to 00
Fox, red ..... 28to 180
Fox, sflver ......vvevvvvevs. 600t 70 00
Lynx....... seesessisarsiaies Wto 3
Marten...., T (X 1) 238
Mink ..... . .ooivs eene.. 28to 1 80
Musquash ..........000 oo 02to 10
Otter.. ... .vvvvivnnnn, voass. 180t 800
Raccoon .......... civeiee oo B0 to 86
Skusk ........00eh.n. 05 to 850
Timber wolf..... .ieevrennns 20t0 300
Prairie wolf,large. covenveeies  2Wto 0%
s amall .......... 2Bto 48
Wolverine .... .....ev «0.v. 80to 300

HARLWARK AND METALS,
Harpwarg—No very important now foa-
features, . Wiro cloth is advancing sharply out.
side, owing it is sald to shortago of suppllos at
a season when tho demand Is urgent, 'I)n is ro.
ported that a consignment of ootton ropo has,
been brought in from the States, at Toranto
the change in tho tarlff making it pomlible to
import this artiole,  Linsced oil and turpen-
:xmodam very atrong, and advanclog In flre
ands,

The fallowing are quotaticns for old stooks,
and will be shaded on somo llnes for now Im.
pottativn ur Lo arrive ;—

Tin, lamb and 50 and 28 1b Ingots, por 1b,
25 to 26c.

Tin_platea— Chavcoal plates, brand Alle.
way, L.C,, 10 by 14, 12 by 12and 14 by 20,por
box, $4.75t0$5 ; I X,, samo sives, per box
$6 t0 $6.25; I C., charcoal, 20 by '2, 119
sheets to box, 80.50 to 0.76; I. X., per box,
20 by 28, 112 sheots to box, 811.00 to 11.78.

Terne platea—X.C., 20 by 28,80.50 to 0,75,

Iron and atecl—Common {ron, por 100 lba,
base price, $2.80 to $3; band iron, por 100 lba
$3.50 to 3.75; Swedlsh iron, por 100 lba. 15.20'
to 6 ; sleigh shoo atool, $3.25 to 3.50; boat cast
steel, por Ib, 18 to 15¢; Russian shest, per 1b,
12 to 13c.

Sheet iron—10 to 20 gaugo, $3.50 to 3.75; 22
to 28 gaugo, 3376 to 4 " :

. 7C5anada plates, Garth and Blatas, $3,60 to
o (Continuced on page §76.)



