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Music Hath Charms,

A good story, in point, it told of Ole Bull
and Fricsson, the inventor. In carly life they
wore friends, but drified apart, and did not
meet again until each had become famouns,
Bull had charmed the car of thousands all over
the civilized world, while the part the great
mechanician, John Ericsson, played in na~sl
warfare during the war rvoused the North to
enthusinsm, and well nigh startled the world.

When takiog his leave, Bull invite | Ericsson
to attend his concert that night. Fricsson,
howeve~, declined, saying he had uo timne to
waste on music.

Bull took no offence at the remark, but con.
tinued to call on his friend whenever visiting
New York, and usually when taking his leave
would usk Ericsson to attend his concert; but
Ericsson always declined the invitation.

Upoun one occasion Bull pushed him urgently,
and he said :—

“If you do not come to my concert I shall
bring my violin here an play ia your shop.”

“If you bring the thing here I shall smash
it,” was Ericssou’s reply.

Here were two men in many respects the
opposite to cach other—DBuli, an impulsive
romantic dreamer ; Ericsson, a stern, thought.
ful, practical man, who felt he must improve
every moment with mathomatical precision,

Bull’s curiosity was aroused to know what
effect music would have upon such a grim,
matter-of-fact man of squares and circles,
Takiog his violin with him, he went, one duy,
to Ericssou's shop. He did not begin the in.
terlude with tuning up the violin. Indeed he
had removed the strings, screws and aproun.
Noticing a displeased expression on Ericsson's
face, Bull called his attentivn to certain me-
chauical deiects in the instument, and, speaking
of its construction, asked Kricsson about the
scientitic and acoustic properties involved in
the grain of certain woods. From thishe pass.
ed on to a discussion of sound waves, semi-
tones, ete. Apparently by way of illustrating
the scientitic principles they had been speaking
of, Bull quietly repiaced the strings and screws
and improvised a few cords, and then casily
drifted into a rich melody.

The workmen were charmed ; they dropped
their tools and stood in’ silent wonder. Bull
played on and on ; and when tinally he ceased,
Ericsson raised his bowed head, and with moist
eyes said:—

Do not stop, my old friecnd. Go on. Go
on! I never knew until now what thero was
lacking in my life.”—Ez.

Edison’s $40.000.

The other day a smooth faced man, wearing
handsome clothes and displaying a soiled collar
aud a ne:tio all awry, and shoes that never ex-
pericaced the skilful minipulations of a boot.
black, and finger-nails that nover met a mani.
care, lcaned his elbow on a W shington connter
and ¢oaversed in the joltiest way with a circle
of nowspaper frionds. He looked like a tramp,

" but he really.is onc of the mcst famous mea in
the world and his namo is knowa in cvery part
of the globe. During a lictle luncheoa Edison
toldin his quaint way the story of his firat ac-
quaintance with any largo sum of money. It

was in the days when he was-strugsling along
with his carder iuventions, and diwdn’c have a
big capitalict to back him, Infact, ho didu’t
havo auy banl accoupt himse.f, aad hardly
knew what ono, was,

Edisou had finally sold his patent on the gold
and stuck indicator to the Western Union Tole-
graph for §40,000, and was coming over to New
York to get the muney.

Heo had heard of Wall streotand itsbulls and
bears,,and had beca told that it was full of
“gharks” who could fleeco & man very quick,
So he made up his mind that Wall streot was a
very dangerous pluce, aud that if over he had
occasion to go there hs would be lucky if he got
away without losing his overcoat and umbrella,

At that time Gen. Lefferes was president of
the Western Union.  One moraing Edison came
into the company’s office to close up tho sale of
his patent. After o few preliminaries he was
given a check for $40,000.

Helooked at it curiously for a moment or
two und appeared to be puzzled what to do with
it. Ho kaew that hie had sold a patent to the
Western Union company for $40,009, but he did
not sce any mouney. Observing his perplexity
(3en, Lefferts told him that if he would go to
the Bank of America in Wall strcet he could get
the check cashed. *‘So Istarted,” said Edison,
“after carefully folding up the check, and weat
toward Wall street.  So uncertain was I in re-
gard to that way of doing business that I
thought while on the way if any man should
cume up 88 mo and offer me two crisp §1,000
bills for that piccz of paper that I should give
him up the check very quick.”

Oa arriving at the Bank of America he hesi.
tated about cntering, fearing still that some.
thing might be wrong. A last, however, he
mustered up courage and determined to try it.
He knew that Gen. Lefferts had told him that
he would got his monaey here, so he braced
ahead aund half tremblingly shoved his check out
to the cashier.

The latter scrutinized it closely, gave Edison
a piercing glance, and said something which
Edison could not understand, as he was hard of
hearing,

That was enough. He was now more than
ever convinced that his *‘check” wasn’t worth
810,090, and again he thoughs as he rushed out
of the bavk-with it thit any man who would
give him $£2,000 conld walk away with the
check.

He hurtied back to the Western Union and
said he couldn’t get auy money. Gea, Lefferts
then sent a mau with him to identify hm. He
said: “This man is Thomasz A. Elison, to
whose order the check is drawn.”

“Why cortainly, Mr. Edison,” said the cash-
ier, very obsequionsly, ‘how would you like
your $10,000—ia what shape

“Oh, auy way tosuit the bank. It doesn’t
make any differeace to me so long as I get my
moaey.”

Edison was given $49.000 inlarge bills. After
dividing the roll into two wads of §20,000 each,
he stuffed one into cach trousers pocket, bat-
toaed up his cost as tightly as possible, and
made a break to get out of Wall screet as quick
as ho could. The next day Eilison began work
on his fi:st laboratory in New York.— Washing.
ton letter to Cincinnati Commercial-Qazette.

Works Both Ways.

Tho rapidly decreasing cotton oloth trade
with China is eliciting general commeont, ‘The
Springfield, Mass., Union says: *Tho trade
of the United States is feoling the effests of the
system of urbitrary exclusion of Chinese. Dar.
ing the tirss eight months of tho present fiscal
year the United States expocted to Chiva
423,808 worth of cotton cloth, while duriog
the curresponding nouths of the previous year
the export of cotton cloth to China amounted
to 32,096,347, showing a loss in eight months of
$1,272,639. This is the more muarked in that
American cottuns have become popular in China
beeause of their superior quality, aud the falling
off cannot be accounted for on any theory but
that of Chinese resentment for their exclusion,
China caninflict severe injury upon our eastern
trade, and we canaot help oursolves except by
fair and honest treatment of the Chinese.”

TREITHARDT is opeuning a photograph gallery
at Portage la Prairie. ’

ThnE Portage la Prairie Review is responsible
for the following extraordinary anuouncement:
It is currently reporced that Attorney-Gen-
eral Martin intends to resign his scat in the

Greenway Govorament to accopt the solicitor-
ship of ths N. P. & M. railway at a salary of
$8,000 a year.”
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