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end complain of the delay in the arrival of
steady cold weather. Prices are firm for all
varioties excopt some lines of shectings, which
have been shaded,  Wool is quict, and prices
are firm except for fine tleeces, owing to theacla
tisely decreased demand.  Low and medium
grades ave very strong. Trausactions are not
expected to increaso much so long as the outlook
for the disposition of heavy-weight goods isso
uncertain. ‘The movement of grocery s aples
has been faie, with Jower prices on coffee. Dairy
products me lower aud depressed.  Thete 1g
less activity in pig and inwanufactured itons.
Prices of both are firm, but the-e has been no
advanceand is now vo hkliliood of any during
tho current year. The advance in rails, which
is very marked, but very lurgely to manipula-
tion. Old ruily are seavce and higher, as is
Bessemer pig.  Anthracite coal i less active,
Lug is meeting a very full domestic dumand.
The labor troubles in the lower hard coal min
ing vegions have not been scttlud, Tue westesn
Peansylvaria soft-coal miners have gone to
work witnout securinglthe Ac advauce asked
per bushel.  Ohio bituminous coal miners, how-
cver, are still striking.  The wheat warket has
thown no new features besides the almost en
tire absence of any export demand.  The price
has made a few sparts, brt has dragged heavily
since. Indian corn is lower chan it hus bLeen,
while o2ts are relatively firm, Flour is bavely
sustaiaed, with the export demand very light
and production still very heavy. In brief,
stuple commercial commodities and prouducts
have very generally held theit own as o price,
but nothing more. Distribution and demand
have in various instances declined.  This is in
marked contrast to the swelling volume of
speculative busivess reported daily from Wall
street.  The failwie score of the United States
for the weck, as 1eported to Bradstreet's, ag-
gregates 234, or 7 more thun last week. ‘This
is 17 less than in the like week in 1884, and 6
more than ln the thitd week of November, 1853,
The total number of mereantile failmes1eport-
ed throughout the United Statesin 1855 to date
i3 9,861, as compwed with 9,935 failures fiom
January 1st to November 21st, 18S4, a decline
of 74. Duaring the early portion of the cnrrent
year the rate of failures indicated that the heavy
tota! of 1SS+ would beexceeded, but the months
of Augnst, September and October showed un-
expeeted deelines,  On November 14th the ve-
cord for 1883 exceeded that fora like portion
of 1885 by 106. 1'a-day the total for this year
is but 74 Lehiud that of last year, with a heavy
list during the last six weeks of 1834 which will
have to be cxceeded if the full total of that
year (11,620) is to bo rivaled.—Bradstrect’s.

Pree Trade,

A Free Tiade Conference, held at Chicago,
has urged thut a beginning be wmade in the re.
form of the U. §. tariff laws, under which datics
averaging 42 per cent ove payable on not lers
than 1,400 different articles. There were a
majority and a miaority sepoit ; the majority
report being the wore muderate of the two.
Tlo minority veport asked for an immediate re.
dnction of the twifl to the revenue point.  The

bLe not intensificd by au incrensc of protective
duties, The rvemoval of dutics from crude
materials was advocated ; the term crude
waterial being used ja a sense large enough to
over partially manufactured articles. On the
products of these raw matetials no additionul
duties shoudd be put, A bold demand for free
ships, which tbe ship-buitders will not like,
was made ; an. the abolition of the navigation
laws, a necessaty corollary was ealled for. No
doubit this is the only way tu evive the ship-
ping industry of the nation ; but the selfish in-
tereats wnich staad in the way may prevent
this advance towards Free Trade being made
for some vime longer.—The Monetary Times

Recent Lege{l Decisions.

L KuT-—SATISFACTION —CONSIDERATION. — An
agrecment to taka part of tie debt in satiefac-
tion of the whole is not biading unless sup-
ported by a new cousideiation.  Mitchell va.
Canoy, decided by the Kentucky Saperior
Court November 11,

InN-KEEPERS' Liasiuiry—Excerrioss.—Un-
der a Maine statute limiting the liability of
innkeepers for losses sustained by their guests,
aud specifying among exceptious *‘wearing ap-
parel, articles woirn or carsied upon the person
to a reasonable amount, personal baggage and
mouey necessary for traveling expeuses and
personal use,” the Supreme Court of Maine
held the following aiticles within the excep-
tions, \iz., a gold watch, a pair of gold brace-
lets, a gold thimble, thiee rings and a neck pin,
all the articles having been carried for the
personal use of the guest. Noble vs. Miliken.

Raiunoan CoMraxy — Recovery — Coxpi-
TION—PRECEDENT.—An agreement between a
railroad company and a shipper for tie trans-
portation of horses over the railway, provided
that as a condition precedent to his right to
recover damages for any loss orinjuty to the
horses while in transit the shipper would give
notice in writing of his claim therefoic to some
officers of the said railway company, or its
neacest station agent, betore the horees were
1emoved from the place of destination, or from
the place of delivery to the shipper, and before
guch horses ware mingled with other stock.
The Supreme Court of Kausas heid that such
an agreement was reasonable, and, when fairly
made, was binding upon the partics thereto,
Spraguo 3. Missouri 'acific Railway Co.

Meavine oy “‘Housenorb Goons”—Traxs,
rortaTION CoxTRACTS —The Supitime Court of
Kausas, in a recent case, construed the phrase
*houschold goods™ to mean things of a perma-
nent natare, ariiclos of housebold use which
ave not consumed in their enjoyment, and held
that it did w0t include aiticles of consumption,
such as potatoes, bucon, cte., especially where
steh articles are held for aale or barter. In
this case (Smith vs, Findley), it appeaved that
a shipper entered into a special written agice.
ment with a railvoad company to tiansport
ovcr its road, one carload of household goods
ard two horscs at a greatly veduced rate. The
shipper, without the knowledge or conseut of
the railway company, put into the car limited
guantitics of potatoces, bacon, vincgar and salt,

majority hegan by asking that the existing evil | & vart of which he hiad for sale and ba.ter. The

regular rates for the cerviage of the potatoes,
bacon, ete., were higher than the rates for
nouschold goods and horses. ‘I'he court held
that the company was cntitled to be paid by
the shippe, in addiijon to <he contract prico
for carrying the houschold goods and horses,
ita regular rates for carrying the potatoes, ba.
con, ete,

Inskeetens’ Liaprnity — RECOTEMENT, —
The Supreme Court of Massuchusetts held, in a
racent case (Burbank vs, Chagin), that in an
activn by an ian keeper against a guest to re-
cover for Loard and accommodation tho de-
fendant might recoup in damages for the value
ot clothing stolen from his room. It appeared
that in this case the following priuted regula-
tion was posted in the .ooms of the inn: ““Lock
the door when goingout aud leave the key at
tle oflice.” The defendant knew of the regula-
tion, but ou the occasion when his clothing was
stolen failed tu leave his key at the office.
The tiial cou.t ruled us “matter of law that the
defendant having failed to leave his key at the
office on the cecasion in qrestion was not en-
titled to receup the value of the clothing stolen.
The Supreme Court, veversing this ruling, held
that uuder the Massachusetlts statates in the
absence of any express contract an inn keeper
is relieved foom liability for loss only when
such Joss is altributable to non compliance witl:
the regulations without any inquiry into the
question whether the loss was attriutable to
the non compliance,

Fing Insvrance PoLicy~Dory or REsSTOR
ING.— A fire insuranee company, having the
privilege of ‘*‘restoring” a wooden Luilding
partly burned, is not excuscd from perform.-
ance by the fact that a municipal ordinance has
forbidden the erection of woodea buildings,
but is vound to restore in brick or stone, ac-
cording to the decision of the Supreme Cowrt
of Pennsylvania in the case of The Fire Associ-
ation of Pennsylvania ve. Rosenthal. The ap.
pellants contended that the ordinanco in ques-
tion prohibited the exaci performance of the
contract, and that tho replacement or repair
with wood was unlawful and rendered impcs-
sible.  Referring to this contention the court
said:  Au agrcement to put in the same style
of icevair does not necessari’y imply the em-
plovment of the same, perhaps not even ot
similar materinls,  The same state of repoir
may be effected by other materials of cqual or
greater value, suitable and appropriate for the
purpose, in view of the location, uscs, archi.
tectural style or appearance of the property.
The defendauts’ election imposed no particular
obligution to bui'd with wood, if for any reason
wood coald not Le cmployed. The contract
iuvolved no impossibility ; it did involve, per-
haps, a greater expense thau was anticipated,
but the plaintiff was in no way vesponsible for
that, and the existence of a police regulation
prohibiting the use of wood, uf which they may
have had no knowledge, canuot any more re-
lieve them from the obligstion of their coutract
thari would the rise of prices of material iu the
market. They ayveed to put the poewis s in
repair, and they were bound to comply with
their contract, using zucn materials as were
suitable for the purpose and were allowed by



