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Cattle Men's Grievances,
'he treatment the C. P, R. are
giving o the cattle men is fore-
business  out of exist-
vince”  Such was the Strong assertion
made by a shippoer jast week. 1t wus
4t & meeting of minent cattle men
held fn the Seymour house, to discuss
what action should be taken to rem-
Jy what they conslder gross injustice
ose present at the meeting were J.
Vaul, Medicine Hat, Wa He Sielair,
Saskatoon; D. McDonald, and H. A
Mulling, of Winnipeg. These gentic-
men repre a large portion
western stock-shipping industry
they were unanimous in theie denun-
of the way they are being
the transportation of the
attle to Montreal. They claim that
wing to  the numerous delays cn
toute, and the slow method of transit
that the cattle arrive at Montreal in
a condition that makes them hard to
market,

N

vturned  last  wesk

where  he

shipment
were  branded
were  from the Canada Land
Kanch company of
were In good condition when they
Winnipeg, but, Mr. Sinclair says, if
had not been for the brand he would
have been unable to recognize them
when they got to Montreal. It took be
tween GO and 70 hours to go from
Schrieber to  Montreal The delays
were principally at the ends of divis-
lons, and ranged from one to two
hours. Delays were also caused in
m.kmg up gra u-nm, and on one
fun a despate nistake caus
v the tying up of three. rrelgm trains
and a long delay.

Delays have also been experienced in
getiing the cattie into the Winnipes
market. Mr. Mullins says there are
many shipments waling  throughout
the country fur cars. He has just re-
ceived a cable from lnlul- 1 " raying
that a shipment of cattle which he
sent over arrived lllelv in an unpre
sentable condition, and not to send any
nore, * Unless,” said he, “the com-
pany recognize this industry more than
they are dolng, they will forve us oul
of existence.  They are down in the
yands here now, mnm; ‘.r stock cars
filled with stecl rails, while the cattle
e walting to be pu—ko-l up all over

just reached the city
with a consignment of cattle which he
mtended for the Duropean market,
but, he says, they are already in such
poor condition as a_result of the trip
from Medicine Hat that he now intends
to «hip them back home, He says that
from the time he left Medicine Hat un-
tl he arrived at Swiit Current, a db
tance of about 12 about 2
hours were .nwn attle
sile-tracked at Swift Current for
hours, and he was refused permission
to unload them to feed and wate
them, It bs claimed the water at Moo
Jaw is from a stagnant ereek and un-
fit to give the cattle.

Mr. Sinclalr says that he has about
(M) cattle for shipment, but owing (o
the conditions will not ship more than
200, He claims that the track betwee
here and Montreal Is in a bad condition
and the cattle are badly shaken up in
consequence.

It Is also claimed that the industry
has already fallen off considerably as
a_result of the conditions. Up to dat
17000 cattle have left the yards, while

at the same tin were
nearly double that number.

Board of Trade Meeting

A mecting of ¢he wuncil of the
board of trade was held on Suturday
aft a discussion uf the ¢
Ue shipping  interests of the west
The situation was shown ¢o be y
unsatisfactory, and a speedy remedy
was loudly called for. The fllow-
ing gentlemen, who are largely en-

gaged in catle buying and nmvwm(
broad, were present: Messrs. J.
ordon, M. P, P
P. P, Winnipeg;

H. A Mullln‘ M
Sinc!af

i,

Baskatoon, and J. M. mm Medlcine
Hat. After they had fully stated
the grievances complaimed of in con-

nection with the rallway service, and
after an animated and prolonged con-
versation, the counall of the board
of arade deaided to take up the mat-
ter, and xu:pnnlwl a_committee con-
MStng of Mess T. Gordon, J. Y.
Grifin, H. A \|u|i¥mv. J. H. Ashdown,
John Russel, D, W,
Hole to draft a t
Mr. Shaughnessy, president of the (
¥ Ny, Montreal, statmg the
and asking for Immedate
oommittes  was  also
o mecure all ¢he evidence and
fucts possible bearing on the situation

THE COMMERCIAL.

and submit the same to an adjourned
ting of the council o e held this

lately after the adjournment
counchl, the committee pre-
and sent ¢he following tele-

Thomas  Shaughnessy,  Mon-
tread, president of ¢he C. P. R com-
pany:  Large number of cattle dheld
for ‘shipment In_Alberta. Your offi-
vlals here give no km when
ins will be avadlal Twenty-five
hundred  head should

3 Ch boats
over six weeks left
Nk season.  Large  number
o cattle cannot
) your company furnish
complaints by shippens  of

cattle through
v
1
abs, ‘..m, necessiry

gned) . W, o«
Winnipeg b

argaen,
A of trade.”
Gordon, on being asked for
i explanation of the situation  for
publication in the Free Press complied

With the request
follows

nt to the C.PAG officlals in the
beginning of the season and told then
A there would be 50,000 head
to ko out of Manitoba and
erritories, provided the
cattle would get fat. 1 then sald to
them that they never could handle t
cattle, ax they would be late in

telling his story as

The sltuation as we find it to-day
Is this: Last year, up to the present
time, we had 32000 head of cattle gone
forward, “This year there are less than
17000 head gone forwar told, We
mly about five or six weeks Lo
the cattle of the country. We
GO cattle to-day at Wbridge
Mol 5 600 head wt Pincher
A arrow has 500 head
“there fs not, apparently,
these shipmenis
. to cateh the boat, should
& to-duy and \lnu "
are the messages which W
Teom' e thies different

Gordon, Winnipeg:  Walting
Can get no satisfaction; do
A J MeLean '
ge. Amunable to ascet
tain about ¢ Can James give us
the infurmation. Signed, W. i .
Calgary J
Can’t get cars, ||w|
When ¢
1 I--!~~m;..n~1 Mr servie
agent here, and told him the situa
tion, and he told me that he simply
hal done everything he possibly could,
and I belleve Mr. Arnold already
stated that stk cars were com-
ing west boaded wigh ralls and he was
s in the matter. I then called
oonard and found that  te
it from the city.
Lis assistant and found him absent
from the city also. 1 di M
James. 1 b reprat
£poken to him abou
care and he told me they
posibly could
t of the matter Is this that
the officlals in Momtreal do not seem
to b in @ position to treat this branch
of thelr business in the manner it
should be treated. There is no reason
handling only half the number
the present season that was
e year )|>' e, there should b
uny shortage at cars. Last
i firm ululle in one week ship-
13000 cattle; but 1 don't think we
have excecded 1,200 at any ome time
Lk ason.’
Do you think the C. P, R«
could overcome this Jdifficulty 7'
“Yes. 1 wish to be falr with the off
cluls that are here at the present time
but they are nearly all new men, and
It Is not_supposed that they can grasp
a large busin as the . PR
company’s business here in une umnlh
or one year. I could pot wis ke
any suggestions whatever |ll ”IA' ¢
"0, as 1 realize fully that th
competent to mangage their own '\
but being situated 1300 miles
from tha head ot thelr large system, |1
clalm it would be In the interests of
business men from Fort Wiiiam to the
wt to have a head In the city
Winnipeg who should have full powsr
to settle all questions without submit-
ting them to Montreal.  This would
save a great deal of annoyan
convenlence, and matters of g
portance could be dealt with at once
“What  about complaints which
have been made of stwock in o tran-

Winnipeg
lon, as to
W

“1 wish ty say candidly that never

in the alstory of the C. P. R. have
stock been treated in the same man-
ner that they have «his year. 1 have
a letter  here  from our agent at
Sohreiber, which claims 1t has taken
forty-two hours from Winnipeg
to Schreiber, or an average of «hir-
Cen miles  an hour. Single ship-
ranch  Hnes have
treated, Indecd. 1
A telegram  here  [rom  Mr.
Campbell, of Manliou, who Is known
arade throughowt this country,
wired on the 11th of .-.<|-x ‘mber. He
shipy of from
Crysial City, 1t left there on the 111
n, and arrived & at
on the

Oeto

nca

same
at, oue abatioir
ay.  The first ship
ment made Tour miles per hour, and
the second shipment about f.v|| and
1 half miles per hour

complained  vory

3 . in
a great many of then” have

that they will g out of ehe
only the ship-
producer, be
when W bl
products of the farmer it 18 a very
serfous matter,  The reason thut they
all give for not doing ft 48 the abom
inally bad service that the . 1 R. Is
iving

“1 might say that we h
uncil of the b
the situation was  fully  dis
1 and the board wired the presi-
dent of the raad the serious wituntion
the stock business was In at the pres
ent time

Summing up the whole situation it
Is this. Unless we can be furnished
nl our stock g
' m there will | I
number of stock Ieft on the ranchis
arms that are suitable for exporl
auge the men wha ara in th
positively refuse to buy  cattle
1 unless they can e some way
of gettng them oul of  the country
This will not only affect the farmer
ind the rancher, but it will affect all
interests in the west.  Last year thes
Were about $LM00K  paid ot fur
wko but it looks as it there woull
be only about half that wn nt
out this year. We ntend to

ad a meeiing
rd of trade

1 mor until such lme as the
CoPR axsure us that we will
get suticient cars to carry them for-
war

Catilemen Substantiating Charges.

The commines appointed on Satur-
diy by the council of the bourd ot
trade to take the evidence
citte dvaiers

Gerrgesan,
was In the
Ashdown,

were inattendane
generul freight agent of the C. 1% I,
Wus also present.

. d. 1. Gurdon
gave evidence
takon down by Mr, W

and H. A
wideh  was
terking, sten-

n) Bell read the telegram
sent on  Salurday to Sir Thomas
Shaughuessy, president of the C. I
It Co, wnd the latter's reply which
Wi as foliows

“President, Board of  Trade.  Re-
ferring tu your mesage 1 shall look
intu the matler, but meantime wm
confident that our officers are dolng
eversiiing b thelr pow o 1o meet L
ble demands of pship
slinessy

read also the follow-
ng tel lvlrum which had subsequelnly
b to wiich no reply had

'-}huuxhlws«)‘ Canadlan
y (o, Montreal. Board
mcling satisficd as to factus  wired

you. Immediae m-u.u I8 necess .y
Board protests agalnst any furcher
delay 1n furmishing all nec cssary and
effective transportation Greorge-
sun, prasident Board of Trade

Mr. Gordon's evidence which was
then given covered the ground of his
statement In the interview with him
us published in Monday's Free P'r
His complaint was that, although only
nalf the number of cars required i
year had been asked for they could n
be had. His firm had ordered no cars
the orders had been given by the par
tes shipping cattle. He read telegrams
1o numbers of cars that had
or by different partics and
be obtalned; but he was not
able to give days sh exactly how
tong the cars had been ordered before
they were wanted.

Mr. Gordon repeated at length
statements about ys in transit
gave detalls of a complaint by )
Paul of cattle loaded at 19 o'clock
Sept. 20th  which  arrived  at 8w
Curtent the next morning ac 8 o'cl
ind were held until 20 o'clock.
asked that they be unloaded, fed
watered, but the agent refused, T
unloaded at Moose Jaw in |
hut broke out and were tun
the country and then fmpoani
er running num Lo death the ("
It Co. charged $27 for 8o doing
fised to give thom up.  Mr. o«
found the 50 wasted on
irrival here he could
ih

When Mr. Oborne was  here 1
went into the matter thoroughly o
arranged that trains should be ran
wiles an hour, including stoppages. |
train was to consist of 14 cars. Af
wirds IN or 20 heavy cars of wh
would be adde

There had been several compla
A% to the condition of yards, At Mo
1w the yard was entirely unsuital
for range catile. Ther
Hittle trough for watering: the wa
was i a ravine and dld not run
several months In the yea My af
heuvy rainsg or fioshote The ca
sank up Lo their shes n e min

He considered It the business of 1
company to At the gates w
serly tocked, and the eattle count
the cars and counted hack aga
hore was not a yard between M
cine Hat and Winnipes suitable
unlonding ranch cattle. The yards
Winnipeg were perfectly satisfact
Two years ago a large portion b |
heen planked and roofed, and the r
was being done at present

for pron
m stated that wh
spice Iw ordered fn a vessel, it has
nd that when the cattle cur
not be shipped from the west oth
have to be bought in Chicago or
tarin. He thought cattle should be 1
1t the end of forty hours and wat I
every twonty-four hours

Mr Mullins stated that everywhl
had been done for him as promised |

" Leonard in the spring, until 1
it three weeks. He told
lored for Rush Lake, for Sept
the eatt were held thirty-six hou
awaiting cars, the cars not ing ¢
until the 11t There were forly
in that shipment.  Space had
Boston, and he had allow. |
suflicient time to foxd the cattle
nsltand give them justice, His ¢
ai red three weeks (o
ttwo woeks ahead.

1 bill was incurred in Montre
told of a shipn
shipped at Letl
1.

lay evening, huy
been forty-seven hours In transit, |
cars were ordered
1 not leave until
They were watemed once on
When they reached Winnipe

cattle were dead or crippled, and
w

badly dumaged and deprecia |
to 85 per head

Mr. Gordon pointed out the bad ¢
fects of the car service on the h
trade, Mr. J. Y. Grit \»lm: absir
He sald at pre it ent. W
brought from the south, Trom Gmat
St Paul and Chicago.  If everyth
were satisfavtory the product could
rised here. Delays were injuring t

v
business,

time with
miles s r

he
yad to Winnlpeg: and
Winnipeg east

sldered wouid

whether
stock ks this year as fit for trav
Wog as las yvar

Mr. Mullins answered that ear

Mr. Lamigan asked

in the season they had been so

wit during the last thre

been softer ¢han previou
plied

¥ wer 131 cars had been ot
*hinped and had had  to be  hau.d
wway emply

It was admitted by Messrs, Gorln
and Muling that cars hnd been off
s« of the requirements, | it
that this was unavo |
I owing to snow-storme a1
other causes the expected number

eattle always be secu |
This intained  was no o
thing.

Mr. W. R MacInnes, .-nmun ®
eral frelght agent of the ¢, P,
turned
and
In regard to m.- complaint made .y
eattle men of slow transit given th m




