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ciation a trip out to the Coast sorme tinte tis summer. It
occurred ta methat a siall deputation front this association
miglht wait upon the lion. gentleman and sec if the same courtesy
migit flot bie extendcd to the Canadian association at the saine
time. I therefore move that a small committcc bc formied for
that purpose."1

Mr. Andrew Patuillo, Mý\.P.P., said 1I notice the names of
twaor three gentlemen on the programme iii connection with
the discussion of the law of libel, and 1 would like to hecar them
now, if tnme permits."

M1r. IVm. 0'Beirne, of Stratford, ivas first called upon, and
said :" Mr. President, while every member of the association
appreciates the value of your address and the suggestions con-
tained thercin, I do flot think there is anything of more import-
ance to the publishiers of Ontario than the paper by MNr. King
to day. I am flot prepared ta niake a speech dealing directly
with the issues in the particular way lie lias donc, but propose
merely ta speak in respect tu the injustice of the Iaw respecting
security for costs.

1 wilI briefly outline the case and >ou wvilI see the injustice o!
it. Ant exceedingly filthy case was being tried, occupying two
days, sa indecent that it could flot be reported in any decent
paper. StilI, some people w'anted ta know sornething about it,
and in my absence the reporter ventured ta comment upon it,
and lie said it ivas doubtful if ever before iii the history of the
county of Perth liad a case displaying the sanie moral filtli been
tried at the court bouse, afld also he added 1 tlîat ail the
phenomenal liars in Canada were îîat dead yet.' The evidence
was of the most contradictory character. WVIe,î we camie ta
trial we showed that out of 2 2 witnesses 18 of them contradicted
the others, showing that ane or the other of themn ias lying.
Thuis was taken up by onc of the attorneys, and this resulted in
four actions agaiinst The Daily Beacon, and four against the weekly
for libel. The judge hield that it was a question for the jury ta
decide îvhether the libel that 'aIl the phenornenal liars in
Canada were flot dead yet,' applied ta these people or flot.
Anyway we were refused security for costs, but we wvon at the
trial. The same judge wvho refused securhty tried the case,
and iii cighit minutes we obtained a judgrnent. T1'le injustice
I feel about this is îlîat I h'id ta pay the costs, amounting ta
nearly $8oo, in four cases, and in the cases wvhich the judge
practically admittcd afterivards there should be security for
costs given, but, as the law now stands, lie would practically
have ta try the case before ordering security ta bie given for the
costs. Somnething should be donc ta relieve a publisher iii
such cases. No malice was shown. I was away from home,
the reporter neyer saw these people at ail, but that a newspaper
should be subjected ta such enormous costs for such a trivial short.
corning seems outrageaus. Fortunately, 1 am able ta stand it,
out there are others wi.orn it mighit have ruined. If they had
gotten a verdict for 25 cents it mighit have ruined me. If the
association is going ta bc of value ta the publîsher, wc should
get some amendments ta the law s0 that publishiers should bce
able ta conduct their business without such risk, and I hope
that the members ivill co-operate with 1\n. King, iii cndeavoring
ta obtain a just and proper amendrnent ta the law. I believe
that if a newspaper cornes out and mialiciously slanders a nman
and charges man with a crirninal offenice, that mati should be
allowed, wvthout giving security for costs, ta vindicate his char-
acter iii the courts, but the charge should be distinctly and

clearly dcfinied ii the article, upon whith lie is clîarged with a
crirninal offenlce, before security fur cobts are rteftsed."

lion. Sir Mackenzie BoweiI.
At this stage of the proceedings Sir Nackeni llowell cii.

tered the roon, -anid wvas requcstcd by the president ta occupy a1
sent arnong the past presidents.

In response ta thegeneraldernand for a speech, Sir Ma1ckcnZie
Bowell said : « Permit nie, on behiaîf of the Sclnte-that body
cornposed of aId nien and aid womii like myseIf-(Iatighiteîr)-
ta congratulate yen upon the stucccss tlîat lias attcndcd your
different meetinigs front year ta year. WVhcn I look back at the
numuber of years that have passcd sincc I assistcd ii larmîiiîg
tlîis association, witli the assistanîce of 1%1. Gillespie, tieui editor
o! the H-amilton Spectator, 1 arn begiiîing ta tliink I ani a
tolurably old mni. IIowever that nîay Lie, I citi assure yuu niy
hucart is still îvith ýou just as strongly as it wvas buforte I eîîtered
that political %urld outside of iliat %vhiclî 1urtaiiis tu tîewbij>aper
%wrjttrs. (1-auglitur.) It lias alwa>s bhein a mattur o! congratu-
lation ta m)self to sec the unaiiimity whichi cxists arnang the
newspaper men of the country, and I always remenîber with
pleasure tlîat I was of sornie assistance iii fornîing, iii tic earlier
period of my life, an association iii îvhiclî I have i:ornîcd fricnd.
slîîps, witlî many with whorn I ar n tt in polîtical accord, whlich
have neyer ceased'to exist ta the present day. (Applause.> 1
arn quite sure that you will find great butneflt aîîd advantage re-
sulting !rorn youn association Nviit each ailher. lit our annual
Meetinîgs wVe rub off for tlîe tinte tic fittie raughinesses that
exist iii the editarial roam, and remember for the timte tlîat we
are aIl of anc family, having the same abject in view-the
good and the welfarc o! aur country. (Hecar, licar.)
I have stolen a few minutes frarn my duties iii the Senate in
order ta assure you tlîat my lieart is %with you. That is the
reason why I asked for nîyself the opportunity ta make the few
remarks I have. I hope you will bie successful iii sante of the
attempts which I believe you are rnaking ta obtaîn anîcîîdments
iii the Iaws of aur counîtry by which the pîress will bc benefitcd
iii tlîat which is the most important ta it, the financial depart-
ment." (Applause).

The I>residetit :' n41îiglit mention iii connection with the
remarks of Sir Mackenzie Bawell, tlîat anc reason of wliich the
association lias cause ta be proud is the fact that it is the
oldest national Caiiadian association iii existence." (Clîcers>.

Again, The Libel Law.
Mn. Hewitt Bostock, M.P., British Columbia, rcstînied the

discussion upon the iÂbel Lawv. He said: " I feel very pleased
indeed ta have this apportunity of meeting so maîîy represeiîta-
tives o! the press of the Dominion of Canada. 0f course you
aIl probably know tlîat I have been conîîccted witlî the press
a great deali in Brnitish Colunmbia, but, owing ta the amotît
of work I have ta do for my canstituency Miîen I get down
here at Ottawa, I have flot very intchi time ta pay
attention ta the ather matters which interest mac very nîuch.
Therefore I have flot liad mucit opportunity of meeting
the gentlemen of the press. I very rnuchi regret that I
iças flot here ta hear the address of Mnr. King an the
libel law. It is a question that very materially affects me at
the prescrit time, and a point was raiscd in the case in which I
figured wliich I think is a vcry seniaus anc far the press of tlis
country, but 1 understaîîd thiat MNr. King takes a différent view
ta what wvas apparcntly taken by coutisel iii Victoria. Tlîey
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