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THE CRITIOC

CITY CHIMES,

The athletes of Halifax and Dartmouth have been much interested in
the tournamont of the Chebuctc Amateur Athletic ('ub, which was beld in
Dartmouth on Tuesday and Thursday evenings of this week. Tho various
ovonts wore well contosted, and the wholo tournament was creditably
mansged, end has been pronounced a decided succoss. Practical interost in
sthlotio sports is growing both in our own city and in tho ambitious town
over the water, a fact which is to bo considered of not a little import.
ance as promoting physical and, as w.ll, mentsl strength in the young men
of our citizenship,

1 presume that everybody has smiled over the military red tape which
causes the men of the garrison to don their heavy coats at a fixed date, aye,
to buckle on the creopers as well ; bat the oitizens of Halifax in view of civie
red tape have no reason to emile at the ac'ion of the military authorities.
Lsst woek the carta for the removal of asbes and rubbish went their rounds
as usual, but this meck hovsehouiders are notified that this necessary work
has been disconlinued for the season, If our streets were piled up with
snow there might be some excuse for rtopping the asheart service, but in the
namo of reazon can any ona tell me why the athes and gerbsge of last week
were carried off to the dump, while those of this week aro piled up in back-
yards, there to romsin until epring-cleenicg time, And then, too, whatscant
warpiog our householders are given ; a bricf paragraph iu the dailios annousn-
cea that the asbcarls are past aLd gonoe, like the last rose of summer (oxcuse
the flowery simile.) Could pot the city cflicial, the euperintendent cf gar
bage, etc., have taken the public into his corfidence s few days earlier. Ry
80 doitg he might have prevented the disappointment ¢f many heuseholders
who do not understand that the s:rvice i3 brought to a c'ote irreepective of
the westher or the neceesities of citiz:ns.

The Baker Opera Company cuntinues to plsy to full houses at the
Academy of Mueic, and it yoes without saying that the performances given
never fail to pleaee all who witness them. This week the ¢ Brigands " and
¢ Three Black Closks ** have been given, and for this eveningacd tc-morrow
afternoon and evening * Napon'is the programme The fact that the
fiftb week of the engsgement of this company is now drawing to s clcas, and
that io each week three uperas have been presented, spesks volumes for the
ability and msoagemect of the company. Tho memb->rs who t.ko the lead.
ing parts in those operas as well as those who so sbly support thom in the
choruses deserve much credit for the praiseworthy work they are performing,
and while we cccupy our comfortable orchestra chaire and eritically
take in the varivue parts of each plsy, I fear we are all too prone to give no
thoogbt to the lung Lours of study, the loss of “boauty sleep,” acd the untiring
efforts on the past of eech member of the organizition which is necessary to
the successful entertalnment previded for a plessure-seeking public. The
orchestra metrits more commeondation than is generally accorded, for ou thewe
painstsking musicians rests not a little respousibility. The Bakoer Compsny
deserves the patronage it has so far received, and I trust it may be con-
tinued throughout their stay in our city.

The first Orpheus Concert of the season tskes place on Tueeday next,
the 22nd inst., and it is said the Club is prepariog a fine programme for the
occasion. The subject of reserved seats versus the go-ear'y-and-trust tc-luck
plan of former years having been decided by vote of the subecribers in favor
of seats being reserved, the box offico at the hall will be open on Mondsy
for the selection of seats. The namber of seats to te choson by any ove
person has been limited to four. ¥ notice that a rule bas bren made that
duriog the performance of each number at the Orpbeus ¢ ;ncerts the daora of
the ball will be clored. This is in my opinion a wise course, as now that one
may be assured a comfortable seat there is likely to be more late comers than
usual, and it is decidedly unplsasant for all, but especially for those tsking
part in the programme, to be interrupted by opening and closing of doors,
snd poise consequent thereon. What a happy state of affairs it will be when
some cast-1.on law shall be passed forbidding conversstion being carried on
in the audience during the performance of each number. Tho first of the
Orpheus series promises to be more thar satisfactory, and is 1oocked forward
to with great expectations by the music lovers among us.

The concert which waa to have been given under the auspices of the
Royal Blues in Orpheus Hall on the evening of Thankegiving Day, and was
then postponed on account of the unpleasant westher, was set down fur
Tuetday of this week, but owing 1o the iliness of Frau'cin Baedinger thosoe
who bhad been looking forward to a pleseant evening of music wero once
moro disappointed. The pregramme which had beon prepared, and which
will no doubt be efficiently carried out when the conceit takes place, is sn
exceedingly good one, and it is to be hoped tkat the fair Fraulein will long
before December 1st., the date now fixed for the entertsinment, have fully
recovered her usual good health.

Although fcotbail enthusiasts are not by any means ready to drop this
favorite sport for tho seacom, yet the great interest, the wild, oftentimes
unreasonable excitement of a large number of our citizens, hag died oot with
the close of the trophy scries. The concluding game between tho Garrison
and Dalhousie was played on Saturday last, having boen postponed from
Thankegiving day, and was won by the military with a score of 4 to 0. The
woather was charming, snd a large crowd of people assembled to witness the
fan. By the way, theso lines of eagor spectators are woll worth watching.
The excitable student lads, whose whole hearts and undivided sympathy ato
with their Alma Mater, and the city youths, who shout for their own and
the military teams, Near by stand the grave (i) profeesors and ministerisl

brothron, who strive even in their oxcitement to maintain a dignified bearing,
while in their innermost hearts thoy surely onvy the small boys present vtho
csn and do give full vent to their feolings, THore aleo wo fiad the ladioy in
thoir bright snd Lendsome street costumeos lendiog beauty and interest to
tho scene. The cagor schaol girl clapa het banda as a guod run is made by
her own big brother, whilo her older sister’s oges spsrkle with joy as *‘ some
one elso's brothor ” distinguishos himself in tho fray. Altogether it is a
gay sceno that o looker-on may viow at theso foolvall matches, and thanks
aro due to * tho buys” for the entertainment they have alforded the admirers
of tho gamo this autumn. Tho yamo which docided Lha right of the Garrison
to second plsce showed somo good plsy. The Dalhousians' forwards wero
not a match for thoss of tho Garrison, who aro a strong set of playera. The
sooro was socured by a most magaificent kick from the field made by Bryce,
the Garrison’s Captain, which was ia fuotball parlance * a pret'y bit of play.”
Tne Wanderors have three games to theit crodit, the Military horoes have
two, while the College boys have but their maguifisent victory over the
Wanderers to coasole them fus thoir defeat. 1. hss been suggosted that the
presentstion of tho tropby to the congueting team be made a public cccasion,
on-1dea I think worthy of considerativn, as tho many huaodreds who have
watched with interost tho games which madoe ap the contest will na doubt
bo glad to congratulate, and by their prosence show iheir desire to rejyice
with the victors,

Iv bas lately beon brought to my notico that the idea of the Goveromont
to build the new dmil shed oa the site of the old bailling on Spring GarJen
Rsad may be serivusly objected to on the ground that it is diccotly id line
with Brunswick streot. Should it bo deoidod at somo time, not in the dim
futare, but before many yeats, to oxtend Lhis s.cest to the southward, the mag-
oificont editico promised us will stand as a huge ubsiacle. Miay thoughtfal
cit.zons have expressed opinions tot in favor of buildiog on the prosent site,
and there is much that is worthy of consideration in their ressoning ; but if
that august body who has cuntroi of this matier be fully conviuced that the
proposed course is best, and has therefuro delormined that on tho pressrt
situation the new drill shed shall be oroct:d, would it not bo well t2 note the
shadows that coming events cas, and by usiog a little wi-e consideration
prevent much trouble and ioconvenience 1o the futare, It is almost a surs
coutse of events that Brunswick street will in time be extended theough Spring
Garden Road, and 1t is equaliy cortaio that when the time comes it will be
a serious matier if the new dsill shed stands directly in the lino of the
much-needed extension.

Awong the harvest of stories of Christmas th .t is now being gathered io,
and some of.these stories are excesdingly good, I not long siuce camo across
the following, whico I thought wursh rememberiog for the benefit of my
httle friends. A little gitl, who 1s a firmn bo.ever in the traditivoal Siots
Claus, has a small brother, three ¢z fuur years oldor Lhan herself, who reads
the papers, sud discards with scoro the story of the uld man and his rein leer
and the descent of the chimney. * Puoh | Dully,” ha eays, ¢ there isn’t any
Santa Ciaus. Papa and mamma bay the presonts at the stores.” * Well,
anyhow,” says Dully, “I'vo seen S.nta Claug’ picture, and how could he
bave his picture taken if thore wasn't any Sinta Claus?’ This is a settler
to the young man, agd i3 surely uasoswerable. Tae yoath muy s.ill be
skeptical, but the argument of Doiiy my prove coavingiog tv sona little
doubter at this season whea the persvpality of old Santa is besoming a sud-
jeot of deep consideretion.

Tbursday, the 24th inst., is the date eet for tlLe second entertainment of
the winter course of the Church of Eogland Inetitute. Tuis entertainment
18 to be i tho furm of a concert with a liierary and musical programme,
which will, no doubt, afford much pleasure to all who attend. The entertain-
ments of the lastitate have in the past aitained a high standard, and
considening the extremely low price charged fur a ticket for the winter
course, it 18 cortainly 8 wonder that the Hall of the Ius:itute can sceummo-
date the members and fiionds whose ple-sace and daty it shounld ba to
advance the aims of the Insuituts and give th. entertsinment commit:ee their
heatty co-operation. However, thete has been litile difficulty experienced
80 far 10 this line, thoogh tke programmes prepared have uften well-merited
a house with ** no standing room.”

The operas to bo put on next week by the Biker Opera Co. are—
“ Boccaceio " Monday and Tuesday evemings ; ¢ Fea Diavolo” Wednesday
and Touraday ovonings; and * Fstini z+” Fridiy and Siturdsy ovenings
and at the Matineo on Saturday afternoso. Cuiras.

CAMBRIDGE HOUSE SCHOOL.

30 Salter Street, Halifax, N. S,
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B, A. (Cambnidgoe).

A BPECIAL JURNIOR CLASS OF BOYS UNDIR

) is nowlyf o;lga;:iu(ii, under tho ulrect sujAr
. i t - tor.

Mn. P, B, MxLLisu, B. A, (Oxford). vision of the hea masior

FgENci ;- MoxsiEcR Barval. For list of successes, terms and otber

GERMAN :~HERR vON DE GROZBEN ] particulars apply to the Hoad Mastor.

Applications for mext term saeqld be mede at once & there are bot few vacapeles




