
.MY CHIRISTMAS AT PARIS.

INa quaiîît cliainber iii tha Latin quarter, the classie
ground of ancient Paris, 1 iras awakoiîed by tuie inidiiight

ines of Notre Damie. So ranch af the straîîee, lte beati.
fui, the imarveilous, hand poured juita r'y lifé silice toiîliliig
the fair shores af France, that 1. had olton occasion to repetsL
wliat 1 asked nmyseif thon, as the silvered tongues of niyriatl
beifrys of the 'fainous churches of beittitiftul Paris, added
their mite to the universal anthieni.-- Is it a dreaini ? *

IlMidailnoiselle, are yoil reildy, aslicd a soit tîjelodious
voice in dulcet Frenîch.

It %vus Serinla-Serinla of nut.brown hiair, cheeks9 of roses
aînd Madonna eyes, a frosli ribbon in lier dainty white cap,
alld anl extra bit of lace on lier white apron.

liHeur the blls, Madainoiselle ; Christinas is coineo.'
Mals ! It iras ne dreain.
Serina wIIs the briglit perasant, that Madanle, true te

social tradition, always insisted should acconipany nie in miy
strolis about Paris3.

Dear ltle Serina, îny chaperon ! 1 neyer could suppress
an audible sille at the thaughit. as Nre strolleil together in
the bouîlevards or gardens during those inlitiatory days ile
interior French Iiflé, more of flie warld iras ialronady mine,
than couxli possibly coule te sweet Serina, if the longevity of
MLethiusela iras hers 1 But it pleased Madamne, it iras a sine-
cure of tho respeceahulity of lier liouse-tho penalty af being
Midemloiselle, (Ii bienp Madame.

WVhile the cluies contiiîued their glad tidings, iva jained
the litrryiing- iootsteps iii ta narraw Rue. Past the Luxunai-
bourg gardens, fragrant îith Lhe bndding af spring tinle.
iLs statuaryv glintiîîg ghiost.like under tAie înidnighit sh-y ; now
iii me shadow of the Sarlionne Ôr the Panitheon tu encounter
beautiful, re.stiul Saint Etienite, its splendid stained gIlass af
Uic Renuaissaxîce îîglaw, te ustial coloîîy af bcggars at iLs
daors, hipeiiîîg ta admit tlîrongs ai îvorsliippers, wlîile w'as
eiîitted the preparatary strains of tiîo oid gray.lîaired
cellist, irlio, frein bis favourite seat undor the ancient
choir-bift, stood out in Uie haloed relief af a iediieval
saint.

Gradually the gay cafés ivere deserted, garcwzs with te
iiiscparable wlhite towei tltrowiu ever tlîeir shionîder, peasaîîts
in the .juailitiless of provincial costume, studenits of every
chine, sunackriiîî of the dhic of Bolieîniaiuisi iii cap, jacket
or pipe-aIl phases darted ini and eut tie windiîîg Rues Iead-
iîîg towards Notre Dame.

Beyoîîd te bridges ai the Seinc, inirrowing its majestic
slîadows, rose tlie fained towers. The Square iii front o!
t.he L'athedral, whlicli Cliarleîîîagne giiards frain blis bronzre
steed, ivas tlîronged ivitli equippages iii Iivery of armorial
boaring, cabis O! law andi high degress, the dress of mauiy
chines, t babel af muany toues, aIl ]est la the joyous
p~euls ai the chimes as w2~ crossed the f1amed tliresliold imid
k-neit bcneatlî tie sublime nai'cs.

Steepedl ila listory, sang and story, Notre Daie ofteîî dis-
appoints the stranger on his first visit.

Ta fiîlly aitplrùiate te grandeur olle must linger frequeiîtîy
in its sombre aisles, especiallY at the witchlig lieur of suii-
set, irben tic prisînatie splendour ai the windows lialoes
the iraies ordoromîs of Lima vesper incense. IL iras aliinost
inipossible ta find kneo!ing space at the iinidight Mîass.
The tritimpanat voice a! the dleep-thiroatedl orgari over thc
main entitînce, iras aliiswered by the string instruments maid
softer pipes iii tîîo sanctuary limder tIîe bofty (bine, %vliere the
wivtt sîrplied choir boys chîaîted Clîrisînias carols as the
Arclhbiseop of Paris, and assistaist celebrants, ia historie
vsetîmeits duit liad witnlessed the coronatiaîî, nuptial, and
baptismal ceremnioties ai Rings, Queens alla Eniperars, filed
iita the famlous I3asilii. Tho grent altar iras ablar.c iith
îmyriadl ai tapers, anmd the spletidatr of Solonion iras on
every side.

Hoîv îniaiy licarts iii tAîat sen, oi boived bonads turned iii
prayer tolhines acro2s the sen, ais thc elovationi hlslied the
niojostie edifice!

Chmristmas at lParis is cliiefly a religions fete. Famnihy re-
unions amnd exchangos ai presents are reserved for New
Year's. Iihis is apt ta ho a disappointinent, ta Eniglisli-
speaking foreigiiers, aimd the indifference of the Frenc i t.0

features ire hall aiways troastired inseparîible freîin the
festival, iièver ceased te aggrîaîae. WVe coula net tidjmat
ourseli-es gracefully te a (Jlristîaas iritiiout stîcia,(it cul-
imary preparation, amuI te exîmileration af givimg anîd îc.
ceivilig.

For ireeks before, the miagaz.ines anmd shiops were gay
id toys, but theiî are ieL Lime siîaps of Paris perpetnal

Cliristinas?
làa Grippe silciîced theî gayety af the Capital, Liîigiîg ui

ivith a .îielaîmchely tliait Vauîîly struggled &a liit'at thei yul0
Lido. IFor successive ireelis fuanerais crossed and recrossedl
on tie clînreli stops ; trallie imi the streets iras frequtiity
clîecked for )leurs by couitiîmucd fanieraI cortegos. 01ne by
olle scliools, tlîoatros, gay gîrdeiîs aîîd vaudevilles in the
Chîamps do Elysees utuseil. Ilii many cîuartcrs Christumas
fouind scarceiy a I*etiiiil, tuit did umot ivear tae lîîbiliîîîaîît ai
noîîriig. I rropressi bIc 1arisiîîn toiperaineîîî saddened,

tho eltect oui the foreigrier. as inay bc iùnagined, iras net a,
happy alie. It feil particularly sevre on the studemit coloiîy,
naiy ai wlioni striekeî Parir, (id imot recover treuli te

îîiter te pîirsti tlioir mîusic, sang or paîinting, wîuiie tlieir
allovanmce. olteit the saviiîgs of ycîirs of deprii'ations at liome,
iras cansumneu hy doctars' fces.

Lat Grippe puit te Iîight te auticipated pleasures of aur
little irorld, coiigentitl spirits gathered frein the fouir wiiîds
ai te earli. lucre iras a briglut young Rounîai,
daughter of a lady iii wirtinqg at the court ai the boantifill
Carmuenl Sylva, irli gave lis pbeasarît glitupses fraîn boluiid
Lime tuvette. Biossed iritli ieaitli, sIte chose lier geins lit
WVortli's anîd Felux, auid nhuile lier hnuble cominîiois lid.
unirod, teoy lhad tli cleverly duplicated by an obscure
im(iste iii a littIa .51)01 ietr te Bonu Marche.

Another briglut spirit iras a Seuîtheriî girl, initlu raey remu-
filiscences of a chtilditeod speîît ivith Aielia Rires Chiandler.
'£lien Lucre îias a iiiicli travelled relative ai Raîpli Waldo
Enmersoni, tiat te forget uin Eng-lsim danîsel, ina lîad basked
lu tlic siuifles ai Marîborougli Hanse.

Oltei ire met ln sky-liglited apartiments, or cafes ini the
aid Latin quarter, and cliscussed te Ilisis ' of te day, alla
related personal adveiitures ini inexhaustible Paris. But aur
resolutioits La celebrate (3iristinas lu gastrnomic Eîtglisu
or Ainerican iray yielded La La Grippa.

Thlaiikii for strengtii to lie abroaut %gain, ire set out lifter
<feienr iGit ail Emglishi girl ta visit te clinrehes and take
in te fahcial aspects ai a Parisian Chiristinas. Thle day was
givorious, cîdar, brighmi alld bîmimy. To tich e r înare a
the square ai St.Sulice.wvltere- lu bronîze Fetueloti and Bossuet,
over1olmed the linge lions's lieads jetting forth groat sprays
iiito tue basin of tlîo ioîntain, the oninibuises caine aud go,
anîd the faiious scmintîry of St. Sulpice. and thme catîtinous
tlîroîg ai wiorsltiIpers oit this Christmîas mntig lent ad-
ditiotial animiationm, ire lent aur steps ta feast an llacs, Mies
oi the Valley. tullipe, -ail tule floral doliglits afi midsnmiler,
îrith Eîîgislm mistietue aild htelly in profuision. 'Thi flairer
-tarkets of Paris are aîîrays lield on tic squares iii fr-ont ai

Lime churcîtes. la ,,rett sympiam>les ni elle calour, the
bauquets îmeep froîn tuige whtite paper cornucopias ; rarely
dloes mec sec a nosegay af varied flaîvers.

WVia is sa fortunate as ta reccire tîteni was asked a
clark ia a fanions flairer shop in LIme Boulevard de Capuciune.

Il Oh, ter îC int fer yon nor fur n,"' iras Ltme pharisaical
rcpiy, Il thîey are for actresse2 amd te deril "

At the boit-boit shap ivindaîrs ire bent niiany anl Oliver
Twvist glumce, muile the buteluer siîaps alla Lie pouitry staîls
irere naL igîîored. At ail seasotîs Lie glass ivindoirs slld
daaîs ai tlit bhtler shops are reniaved. Ia te emnpty
space side byside sutspcnded by tic hoofs iung iriole caws.
pigs and sltcep. At Chtristmnas Llmcy sport a roscbud la timoir
tals. and ecd animalis leutiined by a garland ai artificiai,
green lcaves simd rcd rases înitm a daslî ai liîaly or mistletoe.
Thte inirrar-lincd iralîs ai the pouitry shape, adorons of Lime
treasures ai stroa and field, refleet the linge open wood
fire, on whtose imsny spittles tmîrn Luri<ey, duck, geese alla
haro, their dripping fat replenisbing tîme flaînes wliich iliumn-
inate the dark, îîarrow rues.

At tic box offices Mècire D'Odcau and Comedie Francais,
litindreds ai working peaple' stood iii orderly lino, waiting ta
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