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RING THE BELL SOFTLY.
BY DEXTLR SMITIL

Somoe one hus gone from this strange world of
ours
No more to gather its thorns with its flowers,
Nowore to lneer where sunbeams must fade,
Where on all beanty death’s Sngersare lald
Weary with mingiiog 1t6o’s bitter and sweet,
Weary with parting and never to meet, .
Somoe one has gono to the bright, golden sllor:- :
Ring the bell softly, there’s eripe on the (loor‘.
Ring tho beil sontly, thero’s crapo on tho door!

Some one {s resting fyom sorrow and alnl
Happy whero earth’s conlllcts enter notin
Joyvous s birds when the morning Is oright,
Wwhen tlie swecet sunbeatns have braught us thele

light
Weary \\gm\' sowing and never toreay, '
Weary with labor and welcoming uluop{
Some one's departed to Henven's brigh shore
Riny the bell softly, therg'scrapo on tho door'l
Ring tha bell softly, there's crape on the door

Angols were anxlously longinie to mect
0ng who walks with'them tn Henven's triaht

street; _
Loted OnEs have WHISPEred (nuy some vne 1§
blcs

Free from earth's trials aud taking sweet 1¢est,
Yes! thero §sone moro In angelfc biiss—
One less (o eherish, and one less to Jidss;
One more depavted to Heaven's bright shore. -
1ing tho bell soitly, there’s crupeon the dr or'!
Ring the bell sofily, there’secayc on the door!

Another Warning Voice from 1803.
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Br Masor-Gaseran T. B. Coruixsow, R E.
1793-1801.
(Conlinued from Page 2064.)
Remarks

Every General is not a Napoleon; but
without any disrespect to the personal gaal
ities of our Generals, we may ask, how many
of them would tako an interest in, or aven
wish to see, their treops swsplosed in form-
ing basins for the Navy, or in rowing or
working beats, or even inlearning gun drill?
flon many would bo prepared to make any
proposition nbout artillery, or to discuss,
like Napoleon, surrounded with scientific
men of all kindg, ho whole bearings of the
project, naval, wilitary, and ¢ivil 2 Napoleon
said once, that science was superior to arins;

but wo a
nenrlyeoxrﬁxe conlrary suppositiony we seem

to think that it ia suflicient for a Gen.ral to
know his drill, and that the soldier should
practice nothing clse all his life ; and the
result is, that wo have scldom a General
qualified by practice to take m the whole
braaches of warfare into his calculations,
i the way an Admiral has to do with a
Fleet, and thst.our soldicrs at tho cutset
of a cawprign ar¢ at a loss to do
anything but frll inaod *march. The care
tnd tuocught bestowed by Napoleon himself
on these mat ars gave pew feelings to bis
troops, snd a coolidence in tho result of
their Jabours they did not feel atfirst. We
are & nation whose whole ssarfare is made
up of such expeditiens ; hoiv olten do our
Army aod Navy reliearse together the parts
they ate to plny so often in their lives 7 and
yeb thhe Dritis) soldier has quite s much
time for all theso as the French soldier had,
and he 13 better qualified by pature to rise
to tho occasion. Qur Officers and men
have, I believe, higher personal qualilica
tions for soldiering than any other raco;
but theso gualities are in greal measure
wasted by the system which tends to keep
cach branch of the Army within its own
little groove ; and wo tramn a portion of gur
oficers very curefully fcr war, sud then
make little or no uso of tins cxpensively
educated section dunng the long years of
peace. This adbicirence to the purely tacti-
cal part of the military professionisa forcign
tradition, quite conltary to ihe Enghlish
characler, which of atsclf naturally wnkes

aar {0 act sonfelifes In cor Armue fmilitar

[
the more comprehensive spirit of tho sailor
and i hot slow {0 inke advantage of the
soience of the day. e shall naver have a
renlly English army untlil we enlargo our

Dritislh Attacks,

all.theso proveedings did nat 2llow them lo
£0 on during those two years without many.
attempts tostop them. DBesides the con-
stant way.laying of the flotilla as they crept,
one detachment aftér tho ‘other, along the
Fronch shore to the rendezvous, there were
sevoral diract attacks upon them.in harbour
by bombardment_or otherwise. Qur naval
OfGcers now wouid no doubt think, as they
did then, that it would not be a difficult :
matter-to destroy them in that manner, but
noue of the ntlempts nt that timo succeeded
Eyen Lord Nelson failed in two attacks on
Boulogto in 1801, where thero was alréady
a-portion of the flotilla collected ; and the
great cause of failure scemed to be the
superior size of the Irench guus, Astihe
British ships got bolderin their attacks, Na.
poleon made larger guns and mortars, and
fired tho guns at high angles, It is'true
that, hor-a dagys, bombardnients look mv. o
hopeful with our poweérful andaccurate guns;
bntit.mustberecgllected that the flotilla pre-
sented p fair mark even 1o the guns of those
days ; there were generai'y onoor two hun-
dred of them moored in the rosdstead,
close togother, snd yet, neither by French.
nor English accunt, wss thero much injury
done toeither Butilla or forts, and their clgse
packing and other precautiony eaved them
from saveral-altempts at boarding. Our
torpedoists will also .be disappointed to;
bear thatone or to attempts with new snd
ingenious mnchines of that kiad failed com.
plétely, and uot so bruch from dny defects
1n-tHo mnchinés theniselves, as from ac.

tions of the fotilla, to which such inventions
in allages are liable.

Upon the whole, indeed, thero scews {o
bo no doubt thut tko French naval and

itasu-farnas falt..marn . .confidenosin the
prospect of succes in the tiotifla in 1805
than they did in 1803, gnd really began -to
believein the possibility of forcing their way
actues thonarrow channel in spite of the
British  Fieet ; the Minister of Matine (Ad-
miral Deciés) declpred at last, thet with the
loss of about 10U vessels and 10,000 mep,
the flotilla_would arrive on the English
shores, ** Wb must lose somemen in evory
eampaign,” observed Napoleon upon. this;
but these two were in the seccet.

The Trensit.

The arrangements for tho actual transit
oser the strip of sea were theso: Oa tho
sigual being given by Napoleon, which
would be towards high water tinse, as only
helf the ve:eela could get out in one tide,
abant balf the number of troops would at
once embark in their respective vessels in
cach of tho three porls of rendezvous, and
lay outsido off tho ports till tho next tide ;
i thoe mcantimo the borses would bo put
on board the trunsgorts, and nt tho next
high water the rcmmiader-of tho troops
would embark, and-the wholo wwould move
on at onco to the appointed places on the
English coast. Tho forco from each port
wns to move in shreo lihes--the largo gun-
{boats in tho van line, tho small guitboals in
{the rear, and thio pinnaces in tho centre.
Tbo naval Commander-in-Chief of the
flatilla (Admiral Bruix at firat, snd, on his
deatd, Admiral Ia Crosse) calculated on
woving in-a calm at the rate of three miles
an.bour, with tho help of their oais, ey
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notions about the duties of the profession. ; twelve hours. They were not afraid of
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snticipated and hoped for a calm, or even
for a fog, 80 n8to cscapo tho British men of
war: and they calcnlated on the passage,
even in o calm, not occupying more than

vight time, as tho troops had becn practised

1in embarking and discmbarking, and mov-
Tho Britisli cruisers appointed to walch |ing the vessels during the night.

Whetber such an expedition would hiwe
eucoeeded in reaching the English shoro in
tho lnce ol any respect.ble naval force is.a
doubiful quostion. Admiral Iord Keith,
who commanded the DBritish naval force
opposed to it, thought they would .niever
sitempt it without baving the compmand of
the Channel; wo know that Napoleon did
not intend them to attempt it, but 1t Beems
certain that the French naval snd military

jcommendery, who ivere not in his secret,

had wado up their minds to try it, and that
after souno experisuce.
It hes indeed been somclimes doubted,

|whether Napoleon seriously entertained tho

idex of ineading this country—whethor the
whole uffsir was pot a blind to deceive the
viorld, including the French thewmselves,
ButIthink no ono canread his lotters on
tho subject during those yoars, shoxmg his
earnest attention to every delail in the
affasr, and his anxiety when the action of
tho ylot bogan, without coming to the con-
clusion that his mind was really set upon
tLe attempt. But the strongest, evidence
of all is, thalit wason the point of being
comapletely successful; his calculations of
tiro probabilities of success woro £0 carefully
wade, that tho failure was due, not to fault
in decign, but to defect in execution.

Other Preparations.

Thio consideraton of the points of atfack
on the Epglish codst, snd of the whole
scheme, will come botter in subsequent
parte of the revount ; but we may record in

dents, of timo and place and the precau- | this part the wiber preparations for the af-

Y

ir on tho French side.

At Texel Napoleon had comrr :Mled the
Dutch ta provide.a wor Heet, suit transports
and troops, which with a Frerch-contin
girt formed a separate expedition of about
25,00 men, prepared for long ses voyage,

At Anvverp he hnd commonced fhsdocks
and quaysa, which wero Lot the begioning of
the great works he contempnaied there snd
at Flushing; and no donbt if e could have
posiponed o atiempr.op Eagland, cs he
wished, till these were Snished, tho Scheldt
swould bave ticen choien as the point of de-
parture of a largo naval and military force.
4s it wes, the Belgions were occupied in
providing part of tho flotills, which was
moved 1o Ambloteuso when reedy.

At Brect there were 21 Fronch sbips of
the lige 5.+ transports besides, 2ad about
25,000 trrops: forming anolher complelo
expediticn for long sea voyage.

At Rochefort there was a small syuadson
and afow thousand men.

. At Toulon thero were 11 ships of the line
and 9,00 mea ; and at Ferrdl, Cadiz, and
Cartbagena, tho Spaniards were boand by tta
treaty wit . Napoleon of January, 1803, to
have 37 ships of tho line and 504) troops.
+ 1t must bo recaliected that all thesy war
‘squadrong, and their troops aud crausports
{were blockaded in their asspective poris by
ths Brisich ships ; aad it will bo scen, sud-
svquontly, that the troops at Kechefort and ~
Toulon and part of the 5wl blorces were
employed in the West Tudies 5 snd that ito
two groat cxpeditiont of fexel and Broeg
'ncvcr woved at all,
YAt the beginnipg o! 3w, Hapoleoa bad
avalable, towards the invagron of England,
tho followsnz lund end sew ferces. Of thesa
nearly 20,0 myn, stont 10060 mast be




