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but deatb that was atriumph. It wasnfot strange that they
did flot undcrstand Ilim.

Just thcn the mother of James and John, cvidently a
bold ambitio-is, strong-mindcd and wordly wvomni, broke
in with bier self-confident and unseemly request. With ail
that was offensive in it, hcr request had merit. It was
mothenly. it ivas cncrgetic; it was simply misdirected. We
do weIl ta bc ambitious and scck grcatness, but our aimn
should be ta serve others, flot ta be served. It is flot great
ta bc depcndent. The hîgbest grcatness is ta bc able ta
do ail things for oneseif, ta ask nothing from others, but ta
dispense aid ta othtrs in absolute forgctfulness af self.
Christ set us the higlîest example af such greatness in
givmng 1-ls lile as a ranson2 for many. We can at best but
folloiw Hini afar off in this, but vie aie ;-xpccted ta drink
I-lis cup and reccive His baptism, in ather wvards ta share
li. sufferings, if we would sit by His side in His kingdomn

Our lives must be spent for the blessing of men. WVe must
seek ta ransrn thcm f rom their sins and ta minister ta
their needs. Ta do this is Chnistlike, is the height af
greatness, and shauld be our controlling ambition.

In this view af what car.stitutes greatness and what
should be our ambition, therc is a charming' coincidence
ivith the character af God and the pervading law af
the uflivers.e. Cad is love and love is the fulfilling af
the laiv. In a'her ivords love is the essence af the
divine nature, and lave is designed ta be the great
motive power in the spiritual world. It is like gravitation
in the physical world,-the forcc that holds ail things
together and kccps then in due relation. But lave in God
leads hin, ta seek the wel.-being af man, even ta send is
Son ta die for aur salvation. Se lave should, enter inta
man, contrai his actions anîd lead hiu ta forget self and ta
hc ambitiaus ta be as heiptul as he can ta his fellow-man.

The parable ai the pounds illustrates another phase af the
saamegreat truth. h te.cher that.

PAITZIFULNESS INVOLVES USEFLILNESS.
Christ, as a great noblenian, goes into a far country ta

scek a kîngdomr and return. What is ta bc d >ne by us
untîl His return? He gives ta each a trust. In ane sense
it is the saine thing, a single paund. W'e aIl have aur
apportunity, an oppartunity of useiulness, an opportunîty
ta be utilized in Christian service.

%Vc are tested by what we gain tram this appartunity-
There mnst bc an ncrease. It is flot enough ta return aur
apportunity uninjured but unirnproved ta God. That
would bc lolly. There is no special occasion for gratitude
when the contribution box is passed and cornes back, empty,
that the box is rcturned. W'e are expectcd ta be useful
and are flot faithful ta aut trust if we do not imprave aur
apportunuty for the blessing ai man and the upbuilding ai
Cht st's kingdom. Evcry man is bound ta ]cave the world
better than he linos it. The divine plan is for cvery
Christian ta sow tie Gospel truth broadcast and tbus extend
the arca ai divine influence. Year by ycar this work goes
on, until at last ahl the world is canquered for Christ.

Christ's awards for faithfulness are bascd an aur
uscfulness. To hini that bath, more; ta him that bath not,
cvcn less. He that increases his trust bas proved his trust
%vorthincss and ability. He is the safest ta trust and is
advanct-d accordingiy, flot only by Gad, but by hij appre-
ciating fellow-mcen. He that leaves his opportunity unuscd,
loses bis pawver. His lack ai exercise causes hic skill ta
wane and h;s muscles to shrivel. Na one wants his service.
lioreis, theriblessing or curse by natural law, chosen by
cach mian for himiself.

The parable cantains a secondary but most important
truth.

There are those who flot only fail ta utilize their
appartunity, but oppose Christ's claima ta direct their lives.
Such apposition is fatal. The day is caming when Christ's
kingdom will bc fully established among men and then al
wbo have opposed Hlm nvill be destroycd.

The Religion that Sings.
Christianity is the religion that sings itself. Athe-

ism has no songs; agnasticism is nattunclul. WVc bave
nover becard af a l3rabmanic bymnal, or a Confucian
psalmody. The Mosleni, indeed, bas his rnetrical ex-
ercises, rather than bis music, but tjio airs that he
chants arc, af the weird. labored, rnournful kind. In
the case af the savage af At rican farests or the South
scas or the Indian of the American plains, the explosive
and unmeclodious cries or grunts that he may periodically
*mit cari hardly b. regarded au indicative of any great
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degree af religiaus feeling, even tbough a vague aspira-
tioni alter the things tliat are bigber than he may acca-
sionatly breathe in his wvild vocalization.

At ail ivents, the metres of heathendorn or savagery,
so far as paganism is vocal at ail, are not once ta be
campared with the lively heartiness, with the frecness,
fuineis and depth af Christian sang. There is a span-
taneity and abandon ta the singing of Christians, wbcn
they sing with an adequate realization of the warth af
their own religion, that is sadly lacking in any ai the
musical exorcises ai paganism. When pagans sing at
ail, they sing as tliough they aught ta sing, but the be-
liever in Jesus explains bis own songfulness in the con
clusive question : «"How can 1 keep train singing P?'

We are, therefore, quite justified in claiming flint
Chnisq..ianity is flot only a religion that sings, but also
that it is the religion that sings. If it bas nat au abso-
lute manopoly of aIl the metres it is in sa nuuch greater
degree than ail other religions the generatoz of a moral
melady as ta render it distinctively the source and soul
of sang. No other faith is sa the cuit of carols and the
school af praise.

And the expianation is not far ta seek. The Chris-
tian sings because he has something ta sing about, that
is, a Christ, a redemptive grace, and a hope af glory.
Since life for the believer is lit up with a pre-paradisiacal
giorýy, therefore, the believer's face is aglaw with joy
and his speech inevitabiy quickens into sang. When
Jesus Christ put Hinisell into the world, He put sang
into il: toa, flot in the sense that He then and there
created clefs and notes and musical vibrations, but be-
cause by His advent He gave sang a spiritual substance
and carolling a content. Christ made His tneanings
musical and music meaningful. By saving men He
saved their music, too.-Neu' York Observr.

Waldensian ?resbyterian Church, Uruguay,
South America.

Few, perbaps, even af the best informed Presby-
terians are aware ai the flourishing offshoot af the
Waldensian Church which exists in Uruguay, South
America. Saine years aga, an emigratian mavement
led a number of families ta leave their Italian valleys
and ta seek for homes ifl that rernote district. Thre
difficulties that perplexed the new arrivais were most
formidable, so that more than once it seemed as if the
effort ta establish a Waldensîan Reformed or Presby-
terian Church would not be overcome. At Iength, the
turn ai the tide bas came, and tbrough the blessing ai
the Head ai the Church on the efforts ai the Waldenses
at hine and on the field, there is now every reason for
expecting the formation ai an aggressive Presbyterian
Churcu in that land.

The Second Annual Conférence ai the Waldensian
churches in South America, was held in the building of
the church ai Colonia Vaudoise, in Uruguay, on the
28th ai last February. The Conference numbered
twventy-two, members, five being pastors, and seventeen
lay delegates, rep-esenting the churches ai Colonia
Valdense, Cosmopolitana, Artilleros, Richuelo, Ornbues
de Lavalle, with S. Salvador and Colonia Belgrano, in
the Argentine Republic.

The work has thus alrcady a dimension not sus-
pected by mnany at a distance. The congregation ai
Cablona Valdense, for instance, bas at present, a coin-
municant's rall ai Soo church members, seven Sunday
schools and 250 schalars, seven week-day schoais and
2oo pupils, a Young Mlen's saciety, a Young Women's
society and is now about ta buiid a new church. In the
panish ai the church ai Cosmapolitana, there are 250
famulies, but scattered over a large district, an which,
bowever, it sustains five Sunday schools.

The opening services ai the Conférence were con-
ducted in the Spanish language, sucb being the Ian guage
ai the district, and iis very use shows the cletermination
ai theVaidensian brethren ta nationalise themnselves
as soon as passible. AIl the reports as ta the growth
ai the cangregatians were mast encouraging, but there
were many a complai-it as ta the non-observance ai the
Sabbath and the disastrous uffects ai the general dese-
cration ai that day,.even on Valdensian famnilies. The
Conférence was not unmindful ai neighboning Christian
brethren, and resaived ta send a deputation ta Buenos
Ayres, ta express its intere.st in the openinçr ai the new
church building of thse Churcis of Scotiand in that city.


