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TexT:~—** For they that say such things make it mamfest that
thoy urosecking after a country of their own, —Hob, xi. 14 RV,
¢ Say such things,” what things ? They said *‘that they were

strangersand pilgrims
Tw .. : —+ on the earth.” o

. have here a descrip-
tion of God's people
ander the Old Testa
mont disponaation.
They considered them-
sclves strangers and
pugtuns on carth n
theirday,and it eyual
ly applies to all be-
lievera since.

W\ e havoherethen
two leading thoughts,
1st, tho cunfession of
God’speople, and 2ud,
the maumfestation of
that confession. They
confessed that they
wero strangera and
pilgrims here. In a
certain 8cnse overy
man, womanand child
in the world is a
stranger and pilgrim
uponearth. Weoften
speak of lifcas a jour-
ney from thecradle to
the grave. All maa-
kind are onthat jour-
ney. Thelittleinfant
of days has begun the
journey, and the man of hoary hairs has almost comploted it.
But this wide meaniog will not apply hore, for while all are
stcangers and pilgrims 1o this broad sense, thereis a wide dif-
ference. For example, two men enter the samo train for a
distant city. For the time being they are both travellers at the
same rate, in the samo dicection, and ostensibly to the same
place. Ah, but how widely dufferent ther destination! One,
glad at heart 1s gotng home and expects a jogful welcome at the
end of the way, while tho otherlooks glcomily forward to apend
ing tho reat of his days in a prison to which he shall be consigned
when the journey is completed. One, in freedom is travelling
home, tho otber a cnminal 18 being conveyed to bis dungeon. So
while 1t 18 true that all mankind are strangers and px?gnms on
earth in a broad general sense, the statement of the text applics
only to thoso who through faith have become hcirs to a glorious
immortality, aud aro journcying towards the better land.

The derivation of the word “*stranger ~ shows that it mneans
-<ono who 18 out of and beyond the boundarties of lus native land.
For example, o Chinaman isa stranger here, he is out of and
beyond the bounderies of his native country. So every believer
is a stranger on carth. T/us isnot his nativoJand. Xe has been
twico bora and the second 1s his truc larth. Mo was born of the
carth, .rthy, 1018 true, bat he was born of the Spirit also, born
from above, so that Heaven is his native land. e no longer
belongs to earth, his citizenship is in heaven. He isa atranger
here, heaven is his home. Hez not only admits tho fact but
acknowledges also that he18 a pilgrimas well. Hois journcying
through o strange land. \Vhen evening comes on he may pitch
lus tont hero or there, and tanry for tho night, as Abraham did,
but he has nointention of making his home there. He isever
thinking of home, and constantly journeying towards it. Like
the father of tho faithful, he too, i3 looking for a city that hath
foundations, whose maher and builder 13 Gud. If you mect him
in tho way and ask who he is, he replics:—

“1'm but a stranger here,
Heaven is my home,
Earth is a desert drear,
Heaven iz my home ;
Danger and sorrow stand
'Round mo on every hand,
Heaven is my fatherland,
Heaven is my home.”

Now notico, in the sccond place, that the children of God not
only realize and confess that they are strangerr and pilgrims hero,
but thoy do something more. They make it manifest that they
are scoking a country of their own. Ourlight must shine. Even
the timid Nicodomus was obliged at last to come out openly.
Tho Master savs, ‘I have chozen you and ordrnined you that yo
should go and bring forth fruit.” 'Why? That by bearing frait
wo might make it manifesl to onrsclves and others that wo arc
the cbildren of God, cleansed in tho blood of His Son, sanctified
by His Spinat, and journeying toward vur heavenly home. It is
oot sufficiont to bo a believer in Christ, wo must confess Him
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beforo men also, if wo would make it manifest thut wo aro seeking
a better country, a country of our own. Wo must show the
world that we aru His, und that we are not 8o inuch taken up with
the things of this lifo as to lend men to supposo that we consider
this our native land.  Wo cheorfully obey the Master's command,
* Set your affectivus upon things aimo,’ ' Lay not up for your
selves tioasures upon earth, . .. but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven.” Sotiing apart a titho of your incofne for
Christian and benevolent purposes 18 a good antidote for
worldliness.

Wo must make it manifest alse by faithfully obaerving the
ordinances of religion. Wo begin with public worship. Abel
carefully obtserved public worship. By faith in tho great sncritice
which was to come, dabbath by Sabbath ho shed the hife blood
of the first and best of bis flock. Wherever Abraham pitched
his tent, he also built an altar upon which to sacrifice unto the
Lord for himself and his housohold. David did not neglect publio
worship. *1 wasglad” hoeays, *whon they said unto me, let
us go mto tho house of the Lord,” ** to seo '1‘{1)' power and Thy
glory as 1 have seen Thee in the sanctuary.” "Let us, then, be
always found 1n our place in the Houso of God, in the company of
Hissaintaon His holy day, for ‘“tho Lord loveth the gates of
Zicn moro than all the dwellings of Jacob.”

i rivato dovotions, also, must be diligently cultivated. Daniel
praycd to Gud three tuncs o day, and Enoch walked with God,
umplying sntimato fellowship and communion. David made
meation of tho loving kindness of the Lord in the morning, and
of Hiaxfaithfulness every might. Ho remembered God upon his
bed, and meditated upon Him 1n the might watches He often
aroso carly to worship God. *‘My soul thirsteth for Thee,
** Awahke, praltery and barp, I myself will anake early.” His
privato dovotions emphusized his great confession, ‘I am a
stranger with Theo, aud a sojourner as all my fathers were.”
Thus did theso Old Testament worthies make it munifest that
- hey were seeking a better land than Canaan, a country of their
.

Tho sacraments of tho Now Testament must be devoutl
observed. Both point to Christ. God said to Abraham, Y wiﬁ
be a God tothce and to thy sced after thee,” which covenant was
secaled to him and to hisseed after him incircumcision, andto usin
Lagtiem. And as the of a lamb bloud sprinkled on the upper and
8ide door posts saved the Israclites from the death stroke of tho
avenging angel, so the blood of Christ according to tho terms of
the everlasting covenant saves us from the death stroke of Infinite
Justice. But womust attach our seal to each. God has attached
His in «bo blood of His Son, 80 we must atttach ours by the use
of water in baptism, and by partaking of the bread and wine in
tho Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.

Kuowing our infirmitics, Ho said, ‘Do this in remembrance
of Me.” Each communion season should be a resting place in our
juurney through the wilderness, one stage nearer hume. Let us
therefore observe tho feast as if each obscrvance were to be our
last on carth, with the suroand certain hope, that, if not spared
to obsorve it again bere, our next will be with Abraham, and
Isanc, and Jacob in tho Kingdom of God.

I nced not dwell upon the necessity of making manifest by our
daily walk and conversation that we_are strangers and pilgrims
here, secking our own our native land, for if our hearts bo right
in the sight of God, our lives will be right in the sight of men.
Nor need I cmqhasizo the need of seeking daily grace for daily
duty. We need todrink soul satisfying draughts from the divino
sourco of strength and wisdom every day, in order to make
daily progress in our journecy through tho wilderness, let us
journcy with our faces Zionward. Let us speak the truth and do
the risht though the heavens fall, Tho den of lions did oot
mtimidate Daniel, nor the burning fiery furnace his threce com
panions. Mary, Queen of Scots did not frighten tho heroic Knox,
nor devila incarnate tho dauntless Luther. Let us fear nought
hut sin and scrve nought but God as we journey towards our
naiive land. Somo day the journey will be complete. Some day
v.c ohinll sec tho gates of pearl and walk the golden strects. Some
day we shall gazo npon the faco of Inexpressible Loveliness, and
be. forever with the Lord. Somo day wo shall meet our loved ones
again in a brighter climo, where glad family reunions shall bo
formed never more to be broken up.

Thanka be to God, He hath prepared for usa city, a city that
hath foundations, whoso walls are salvation, and whose gates are

¢ The bitter first, cnd then tho endless sweet,
Tho dark rough road, and then the golden floor,
Tho fiery farnace, then nor sun nor heat
The Cross, and then the Crown for ocvermore.

Here and There a Gem.

The only way to regenerate the world is to do the duty which
lies neareat us, and not to hunt after grand, far.fetched ones for
ouraclves. If each drop of rain choso whero it should fall, God's
showers would not {all as they do now.

Spoak to me over, Lord,

In accents low and swoet, lot earth’s turmoil be still,
That avery tender wword

Of Thine my apirit's inmost depths may sweotly thrill.

Tove, liko tho opening of the heavens to the saints, shows for
& momont, cven to tho dullest man, the possibilitics of the human
raco. Ho hasfaith, hopo and lovo for another being, perhaps
but a creaturc of his imagination, still it is a great advance fora
man to be profoundly loving, even in hisimaginations.




