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What Is to Be Done?

Entcring on a new year il is fitting that wve take a
new vieîv of aur opporturaities and duties. Times are
hard, money is scarce, the wvorlds need is crying, What
us ta be done?

What have we ta do ivith the world's needP That
depends on who we are. Ifve decide tow~rite ourselves
down with Cain, or with him who lived ta self, choosing
luxury as bis God, giving his neighbor only what he
cauld not hinmself enjoy, then it may be rio affar of ours.
But if we wish ta be found folloivers of l¶im who gave
Up His own honor and pleasure to save men from 'sin
and wvoe, then il is ane of the biggest of ail realities
te US.

Physical need ? X'es, surely. Yet ive must remem-
ber the relative importance af things, and alsa that the
wisest kindness looks even more ta removing the causes
than tarelieving present distress. Mens' greatest need
is spiritual life. I{ow great is that need, even in aur
own favored land with its rrmies of ministers, eiders,
dencons, local preachers, Saubath Schaol teachers,
class leaders, Christian heads af families, and younig
men and maidens ; wvith ils Bibles and catechisms and
allier good books and papers ïï And if so, haw over-
whclming the necd in other lands, and even in ather
parts of aur own great empire. Look at India with its
i,ooo souls an hour, or so, passing into eternity without
that, wvhich %ve, theïr feliow subjects, declare we count
morc preciaus than ail our earthly advantages-most
of theni its indirect resuits. Villages, taovns, cities,
whole districts without one minister or even one Christ-
ian, the most ignorant. ta tell the glad tidings which
we have at this season been speciaily remnembering 1

âfen try ta scothe their own uneasincss about theni
by rcfusing ta believe that those people are pcrishing.
Even if not, arc they as wewauld iv3sh ta bc? Sunkin
superstition, ignorance af the true God, and férir of the
false, worahipping bcangs of scandalous character, andi
%vithout those spiritual advantages wbicb we prize se
highiy for ourselves and aur families, what docs the
golden rule require us t0 do for thcm? But are they
nlot pcrishing? What else are they ? XVhat is it ta
perish? Truc thcy are not under equai condenanation
with those wvho reject greater light. A man's "Istripes"

am' conditioned by the knowledge against which hc sins.
But though a famnished man naay bc guiltless af suicide
he is dying ail the sanie. '< As niany as have sined
without iaw shill also perish without law,~ thcrojisamak
ter of fict, invoived in tho vor>' nature of thinu,. IlA.ndiw
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many as have sinned undor law shall ho judged b>' law ;»
there ie in addition, guit and condomnation commeneurate
with the opportuuity neglooted. "T&is i8 cdral aife ta
know thea, the only true God and JesuS Christ whom thon
bas sent." Tho Iaok af this ie doath.

Thon what às ta be dono 1 Plainiy more of us muet go
te maire Him known, ana those who cannot or will nlot go
muet Ilhold the ropaB,"-xnust provide the meane. And
as nioney in; se ecarce ini these liard timen, if we are
in comunon launanity and obedioncA ta aur Lord, te
maire known ta thoso porishing saule so rapidly passing
out of aur reacli the good news of salvation, it in clear that
(Il those that have plenty "muet give royally, and (2)
those who have not muet rleny themeolves many
indulgences whicli though hariniesa are yet unneces-
eary, and eurely less ta bo desired b>' irnitlors of Jmmi than
God's giary in men'se alvation. Let avery foiiowor of Christ
begin by giving a tenth of hie incarne, and thon day by day
ini the exorcise of seif-d6nial savo 'what mare ho can, and on
the Lord's Day, as a part of worship, offer ta the L~ord
whatever ho in thua able to give. In oné envelope lot him
give for congregational oxpenses, and in another (on which,
in written or printed the purpose for which lie devotes it)
let hiua give for the Lord'a work eleewliore. .And let the
officere of the church apply it according>'.

Have aur prayors, that God would " open doors " and
-"send forth laborers" been but words with which we
deceived ouraelves and mocked God I NTow that Ro has
answcred, and the doors stand open and the labourera
wait, ie the Churcli ta shrinlr bacir fromn the seif-denial ta
which lier answered prayers sum imon ber ?

D). FItASEIR CAMPBELL.

A Slashing Criticismn.

P ROFESSOR Bý"U.GGS' latest book has roused the
ire of able antagonists amang wvhom Rev. Dr. A.

J. F. Behrends is praminent. In a recent number of
the Christian .ldvocale he deals with the book in no
uncertain ruanner. The book, he says, is a strange
medley, consisting of severai documents of earlier
publication, which have been amended, expanded or
contracled, %vith numerous interpolations of sentences
and paragraphis, and wvith equaliy numerous reversais
of previaus judgments. Ten years bis judgment of the
composition and authorship of the Pentateuch was
stated ini these 'words -"IlThere is nothing in the varia-
tion of the documents as such ta require that they
should be successive and separated by widc intervals,
or that wouid prevent their bcing very ncarly canteni-
porancous. There is nathing in the distinction of the
documents as such that forbids the Mosaic age as the
lime of their origin." On tire date of Deutcronomy
Professor Briggs declared, in 1883, that De Wette's
thcry was a'exceedingly precariaus.' He claimed ta
have disproved, against De Wette, the location cf
Deuterono.my in the aga of Josiah, and ta have shown
that ils orngin must be thrown baick mbt the Mosaîc age.
As ta the post exilian oengin of the priest code, he main-
tained that there I wcrc insuperabie objections' ta such
a theory, and he presented bis reasons in detail. He
adnuitted the order cf dcvelopmcnt, for wvbich Kuenen
and Weilhailsen conlended, but ho denied «<that it wvas
necessary ta postulate a thousand years for this develop-
ment' and he suggested that < if we shouid suppose
that Elcazar or sanie ather priest eathered these


