
THEUGHTS ON TUE WEEK 0P PRAYER.

charactcr. The speoification of a perio(Z is liable to become a pnare. It
uuggosts to thom the notion of sonîething groat to ho donc ini a givon tine,
and thon there la to ho an end of it, and they may rotuirn to thoir old hiabits.
Vast nutubers camo out during the weck who will bo seen at the ordinary
gatherings for prayer no more tili the next great occasion.

On carefully looking through the Soriptures, we find no precedent for
these settled periods. Tho only lirait to, the special supplications thore set
forth was the bestowmient of the blessing. If, for instance, wo look nt Daniel,
we find there was no fixed period resolved upon nt tho close of which hoe had
resolved to stop. Re "9sot his heart to understand," and continued to pray
on Ilthrce full wccks," tili ho obtained an answer to his supplication. llad
the tirne been double, troble. tenfold, ho wonld have persevered.

So, too, in the New Testament, Paul besoughlt tho Lord Ilthrioo", concern-
ing his Ilthorn>' beforo ho got an answer; and it is clear, that, liad it not
tben cotre, ho would have gone on regardioss of tho number. In the beauti-
fnl parable of the Saviour conceroing the widow and the unjust judge, the
object was not te, enjoin prayer for fixed peieds, but "awv~"The widew
did nlot settde with hersoif to ar>ply a certain number of timnes, and thon, if
unsuccessfui, drop it; she thouglit of no lirait other than succesa. l'bis it
was that roused the 'wièked ni.n. The thougbht of ber Ilcontinupl coming"
alarmed bitu ; and hence ho did lier justice, that hoe nig-ht get rid of her in-

There is, verily, a fault among Christians upon this subject. The bulk
have no adequate conception of the "4prayer that has power with God."-
When once tho Spirit of God shall descend in powcr, and, as in the case of
Pau l "work maightity" in the souls of the faithful, prayer will then become
an awful exorcise. It-will risc to agony! Lt will be assinilated to the prayer
of our Great High Prîest Ilinisolf, -when, in the days of lis flesh, He offered
up Hlis prayers "lwith strong crying- and tears 1" That, thita is the "9effectuai
fervent prayer of the righteous, 'which availeth mach." The great Essayist,
Foster, had correct and elevated1 eonceptions when ho penned tira following
passage

4'I arn assured, aiso, that in a pions mmnd the humiliating estimâte of
mens and human power, and the coosequent sinking down of ail lofty ex-
peotations fonnded on theni, will ]cave one single means, and that far the best
of ail, to be beld, not only of undimioished, but of more eminent value than
ever 'was ascribed te, it before. 'The noblest of ail human means nmust bie
that whieh obtains the exertion of Divine power. The ineans which-intro-
ducing no foreignaogency-are applied directly and imrnediately to their
ebjeets, seem to, bear snob a defined proportion to those objeets as to assign
and limait the probable effeot. The strict proportion exists no longer, and
therefore the possible effeots become too, great fur calonlation, when that ex-
pèdient, is solemnly employed which 'is appointed as the means of engagiog
the Divine energy to act on the objeet. If the only nieans by wbich.
Jehoshaphat sought to overcome his .superior enemy bad been bis troops,
horses, and arms, the proportion between these ineans and the end would have
been perfctly assignable, and the probable resait of the confiot a motter of
-ordinary calculation. But when hoe said, ' Neither know-we iwhat to, do, but
our eyes are up unta Thee,> lio moved (I speak it reverently) a uew .and
infinite, force to.-invade the host of Moab, and Ammon ; and the consequence
~displayed in their camp the difference botween an irreliglous leader, who,


