THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

GZlorrespondence. .

CHURCH DEBT.

To the Editor of the CANAUIAN [NOEPENDRNT.

SIR,—All honour to your correspondent “ Layman”
for his timely remarks on Church Dcbts, many of us
share his opinions but have lacked the courage to
speak out.

‘The cuestion is, should there be any church debts ?

It is uscless to plead that they are unavoidable. It
would be quite easy for every church to pay its way
if a litle prudence were exercised,  Supposce a num-
Ler of us desire to meet together in the Lord's name,
we adopt a “pay as wego” system.  Ifow will it
work? Let us meet from house to ilouse until we are
rich enough to pay the hire of a hall.  Then let us
“fay by as the Lord has prosperec us,” until enough
is raised to pay for the first step—purchase of land.
Continuing the system ; let us lay by again until we
arc in a position to put up a house to worship in, free
of debt. But should we cver get any churches by that
method of working?  {f not, where is the harm? The
Lord vequires honesty of His people even before church
cdifices. But I venture to say that if the “ pay as we
o ” system had been carried out by all the denomina-
tions, we would have just as many churches as we
shave now, but with this important ditference, they
would all be paid for, and we wold be in a position
to dedicate to the Lord what is our own, and a mo.
ment’s thought will show the reasonableness of the
assertion.  Is it not true that we labour with
zeal to raise money {or something not to be obtained
until it is paid for, while our efforts will Le compara-
tively weak to pay up for what is already in our
possession. Therc would be policy as well as honesty
in the “ pay as we go ™ method.

Nobody doubts the evil influciace of the church
debt. It hangs like a mill-stone 1ound the necks of
pastor and people, and isin the way of every attempt to
advance. The church is an everlasting committee of
ways and means, spendingitstimeand encrgies indevis-
ing schemes for lightening the burden,and the pressure
of circumstancegbrings the churchinto competition with
the theatre and music hall, to provide entertainments
that will * draw.” And is not much of the money
raised by church “ efforis ” really squeezed out of un-
willing givers ? Take for instance, the usual deputa-
tion of rather attractive young ladies who are ap-
pointed to sell tickets, because, * of course, no gentle-
man can say no to a lady.” Or the pressure to buy or
subscribe put upon the tradesmen who knows that for
business reasons he had better not refuse offerings to
the Lord ! Rather in many cases money coaxed, and
wrung, and wheedled from those who care nothing
for the purpose to which the gift is applied. Is this
put too strongly?  Unfortunately many of us know and
sorrow over the truth of it.  If “pay as we go” had
been the rule, these things would not be, neither would
we have seen the development in these days of the
“Yifter of church debts.”  Generally a brother with a
deal of well, let us say confidence, and warranted to
raise fifty per cent. more from a congregation than
any body clse can. To be brief; are not the scencs
at some of these debt littings such as to make the
thoughtful Christian blush with shame ?

One word more,  In the specimen No. of the Ca-
NADIAN INDEPENDENT there was mention of a church
in low condition as to numbers, but with this honour-
able record, “no debt, and no dissension.” s there
not a remitrkable connection between the two things ?
Are not sowme cf the worst of church squabbles over
schemes for raising money? At least, such is the ex-
perience of, Yours, EARNEST.

1”

‘To the Editor of ihe CANADIAN INDRPENDRRT.

DEeAR SIR,—Occasionally the INDEPENDENT hasa
column of matter, slighted perhaps by gentlemen’s
cyes, but sharply scanned by the fairer sex. I refer
to the column devoted to recipes. One of yourlady
readers, baving discovered a glass of wine in onc ot
these recipes, has asked me to call your attention to
it. She thinks that such a recipe does not exactly
square with your strong temperance principles enun-

{ciated in the paper.  To have “no guarter to the
decanter” ringing out in one column, and a glass of
wine sparkling in another, is as bad in her opinion
;as to have an angel from the sky hobnobbing with a
fiend from the pit,  Is shenotright?  if total ab.
i stinence means anything it nmicans fefaf abstinence,
and has no more respect for a glass of winein a
, pudding, than for that fateful “first glass” we talk
I about so much. 1 closc tl.cse remarks with a quo-
p1ation from her letter :—* 1 was very much troubled
at reading in last week’s (Feb, 19th) INDEPENDENT a
receipt for some dish with a glass of wine in it!
Now, ! liope you won't say that I am making a
mountain out of a mole-hill. 1 am sure in dealing
with such a terrible foo we cannot be too watchful
in guarding cvery avenue by which he may gain a
foothold, for we know, alas | too well, how hard it is
to dislodge him once he is in.” Yours truly,
ilucn PEDLEY.

Cobourg, Masch roth, 1879.

[We promisc that no more of our recipes shall be
“thinned witha glass of wine.” T he lady is right
The enciy should not be allowed to enter our homes
cven in a * Queen's Toast.”—ED. C, 1.}

OLIVER WENLELL HOLMES gives voung men sen-
sible advice on the marnage question, as follows :—
“ The true girl has to be sought for.  She does not
parade hersclf as show goods. She is not fashionable,
Generally, she is not rich. But,oh! \What a heart
she has when you find her! So large and pure and
womanly. \When you sec it you wonder if those showy
things outside were women. If you gain her love your
two thousand are millions. She'll not ask you fora
carriage or a first-class house.  She'll wear simple
dresses, and turn them when necessary, with no vul-
gar magnificat to frown upon her economy.  She'll
keep everything neat and nice in your sky parlour,and
give you such a2 welcome when you come home that
you'll think your parlour higher than ever. She'll en-
tertain true friends on a dollar, and astonish you with
the new thought how little happiness depends on
money.  She’ll make you love home (if you don’t
you're a brute), and teach you how to pity, while you
scorn a poor, fashionable society that thinks itself
rich, and vainly tries to think itself happy. Now, do
not, I pray you, say any more: ‘I can't afford to
marry,  Go, find the true woman, and you can.
Throw away that cigar, burn up that switch cane, be
sensible yourself, and seck your wife in a sensible
way."”

MR. CROOKS’ new school bill does not propose any
radical change in the school law. Perhaps the most
important provision is to be found in the following
clause: ‘“In any case where a High School Board of
Public School Corporatior: may, by law, require the
Municipal Council to raise or borrow a sum of money
for the purchase of school site, or the erection or
purchase of any school house or addition thereto, or
other school accommodation, or for the purchase or
crection of a teacher’s residence, such Municipal
Council may recfuse to raise or borrow such sum when
it is so resolved by a two-thirds vote of the members
present at the meeting of the council for considering
any by-law in that behalf” It is but fair to give the
municipal councils a voice in the incurring of liabilities
for which they are responsible. By another clause
the time for which debentures may be issued for
school purposes is extended to twenty years. The
amendments in matters of detail are principally in the
direction of assimilating the law for the election of
school trustezs to the ordinary election law ; and there
scems to be a general feeling that the bill does not go
far enough in this direction, secing that it falls short
of vote by ballot. Ve do not doubt that election by
ballot would sometimes be found quite as benchicial
in the case of school trustces as it is in the case of
members of Parliament, and for the same or very
similar reasons.

Sik RowrANnD HILL is to be presented with the freedom
of the city of London in acknowledgments of the great bene-
fits ds:ri' +d from uniform penny postage, introduced by him
in 1840.

Hdhe SSunday $School.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XII.

Ps. exxxix.

Mar, 23, | THE ALLSKRING GOD. vy

1879.

GoLnpEN TrRXT.—‘“Thou QGod seest me."—Gen.
xvi.13.
HOMK STUDIES.

M. Job xi. 7-20.. ....Qo0d unsearchable,

T, Psalm xcvi. 1413..The Lord is great,”

W. lIsa. xliv. G6.20...."The first and the last,”

I'h. Psalm xcvii, 1-12..*The Lord seigneth,"

F. Psalm cxiv. 1-21...%Great is the Logd.”

S. Psalin caiii. 3:9..His glory above the heavens.
S. Psalmexxxix. 1-12.The all.seeing God.

HELPS TO STUDY.

Nothing is known of the aulhorshir of this sublime Psalim.
Many segard it as David's, while others assign it to a later
date.  The omniscience and omnipotence of God are here
sct forth for our comfort, in the first twelve verses and then
they are illusteated thereafier,

1. Gon’s KNOWLEDGE oF Us.—Verses 1.6, Itis
tharough. Thou, is empliatic.  God alune kuows us, We
may Lide our real selves (tom others ; we may even be ige
notant of oursclves. There is no man wno fully undcrstnngs
himself. Bat God has searched us out. (1 Chron, xxviii.
9; Jer. xvii. 103 1 Cor. ii. 10).  The word sepresents a
very thorongh process of exploring and sifting, as one digs
for treasure, as the woman sought the lost coin (Luke xv.
8.10).  Therefore, e knows us, our sins, ignorances,
(railtics, sorrows, and necessities.  He knows the worst
about us and yet Ife loves us.  He takes note even of the
least things, and our most trifling affairs.  His care exiends
to everything that affects our welfare, our downsitting and
uprising, when we cense wotk and when we begin it, our
test and our activity, are known. toHim, Even ourthought,
He understandeth afar off, while it is yet unspoken, even
while yet we are scarcely conscious of it ; our motives, feel.
ings, and designs are all known to Him—Matt. ix. 4; John
ii. 24; 1 Cor. iv. 5. He sces us #n all places, our path and
lying down, where we go and where we stay, God compas.
seth, literally, winnoweth, sificth—Prov, v. 21; xv. 3
Job xxxi. 4. Ver, 4 repeats the idea of ver. 2; even before
the word is on the tongue God knows it. Thou hast be.
set me, surrounded me with Thy wonderful careand watch-
fulness—Acts xvii, 28, And laid Thine hand upon me,
to bless, to uphold, and encourage—Nech. ii. 8; Rew. i. 17,
Such knowledge, so extensive and sominute, comprehend.
ing the greatest, condescending to the least, fills the singer
with admiration and amazement. It is too wonderful for
him.  He cannot take it in, or attain untoit. 'We can
never attain to such knowledge, even of ourselves, as God
has of us.

Thus, by a succession of most vivid illustrations, docs
David set forth the wonders of God's omnissience.  And
itis all done to encourage himself.  * How precious are
Thy thoughts untome ! He likes to think of God seeing
him always, for then he will always be taken care of. And
he wishes to be seen through and” through, that whatever is
evil inhim may be detected, deagged forth, and cast out; so
he prays, *‘Searchme, O » and know my heart: try me,
anil know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked in
me.”

A girl went into her master's room, a room no* much fre-
quented, to steal. Now, there wasa portrait in the room,
and the eyes of the portrait seemed to follow her wherever
she went, and she felt annoyed by it; and in order that she
might steal without this rebuke, she took down the portrait,
and cut the eyes out. Poor, silly, wicked thing? ™ 1f she
could have plucked out God'’s eye, she might have sinncd
without remorse.

II. THE PRESENCE OF Gon—Vers. 7-12.

Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit ? is an exclama-
tion of awe and reverence. Whither shal. I flee? Thus
the Psalmist expresses the hinpossibility of finding a place
where God is not. It is only the disobedient and the sinful
who desire 10 get away {rom that blessed and holy presence.
Jonah in vain tried to fly from God. The only refuge is to
fly to Him. Ttissin that makes the presence of God irk-
some and terrible.  Let sin be put away by the all-cleansing
blood, and God's ‘{xrescncc becomes a delight.  The unlor-
given sinner would not be happy in heaven; God is there.
A rough, ignorant man ceuld not be happy in the midst of
a vefined and educated com&xmy. So the sin-stained would
be wretched in the high and holy place where the Holy One
dwells. While we cannot escape from God's presence, we
can escape from His wrath ; the cross of Jesus is ous refuge
—z2 Cor. v. 19, 21; Eph. ii. 16, 17; v. 2 Col. i. 20; Heb.
vi, 18. I1f I make my bed in Hades, the world of the
dead, Thou art there—Job xxvi. 6; Prov. xv. 11, He
that in the madness and desperation of his guilt rushes upon
death, cannot excape conscience nor hide from the God of
Trath, Itis a blessed and comfortable truth to all who Jove
God that not even death can separate them from His love,

The swift light that travels, as it were, on wings, cannot
outrun God's glories—Ps. xviii. 3; civ. 3. Distance cannot
remove nor darkness cover—Jjob xxiv. 22; Isa, xxix. 15.
Everywhere and at all times God's hand guides and His arm
is underneath those who trust Him—Deut. xxxiii. 27; Ps.
Ixiii. 8 ; Ixxiil. 23 ; Isa. xli. 13. '

God's band fashioned us, ~Again, lock at those beauti-



