
H0OME AND SOHOOL.

IINot the prayers thernislves, rnaam ;
but the Lord did it, whien I corne to
Him that way. l'd been quite careless
in prayer afore this, and slipped along
rny beads as if tlîeîîîselves could save
nie ; and I ivent once a inonth to D. to
mnass, anîd odd tirnies 1 went tu confession.
IBut suchi ias iny blindniess at themn
tires that I could think of nothing to
confeas, but thoughit 1 'vas far better
thaxi nost o' thern. 1 thoughVlt if I
didii't lie, nor steal, nor figlit, I was
hioly; yet I was unhappy.

" But ivlien I went to irny last place, miy
eyes %v'ere opened, and I saw thiat 1 was
neitiier loviing iior serving God or inan
as I oughit, aîîd that that wvas sin exîoughi
for a life's confession; thait it was break-
in- ai the coniradments in one. And
I just longed so after a smile froin God,
and a word frorn Hirn iii my heart, that
for wvhole days and niglits I was wvhis-
perin' to Hirn what I lîcard at the pray-
ers-rernindin' Hlm that lie had pro-
înised to be a Father to the fathierless,
and to take ail poor souls that corne unto
1-nii into Ris peace aîîd His love, just
freely. "

" Did you not tell your priest, and try
to get hielp froni huîn, Ellen 1" asked hier
inistress.

to conifort me. Hie bade mie quit goin'
to otiier îieople's prayers, and mmnd my
own ; and said I could sce, by miy un-
hiappiness, the i11 effect of nieddling with
a religion I wasn't razed in ;-and lie
spoke very lovin' to me. 'Poor child,'
says lie, ' go to yer kîîees, and ask the
Blesscd *Virg,,in to plade -%ith lier Son,
and to bid Hum plade withi Ris Fayther
that ye may have rest, and pace to yer
.sou]. 1 can see no sili that nade trouble
ye, and niaybe ycr a bit nervous a-,nd fid-
gety ; but ye arc ail right at heart.
Double the nunîber o' your prayers, and
fast two days in place o' one in the wvake,
and corne back to me in a -%vllle, chld;
and tell me ye'se ail briglit again, as sucli
ain lionest, good ternpered greri desarves
to be.'

I knew tîxat liis business was to look
zfe sus ma'arn and>as he'd alway
been civil and kind whien I went to hini,
1 thlouglt I'd take lis advice. So 1 went

home, and I prayed and prayed to the
Virg(,ini (dear soul that shie is>, but iiever
ain answer carne. So one rniig(ht wvhen
1 was shiverin' witlî the cold, on iny
knees, this thouglit just camne all of a
sudden into xny heart: 1'îx needing
peace that o:ily the Lord Hhtuiself can
give nie ; I said, ' 1 wvill arise and go to
xny Father ;' and I just felt tlîat nio-
ment as if Chirist caine and took me by
the hand, and led me to, Hi. 1 just
feit inii ny soul tljat lie haa forgive ail iny
sins, and mnade me oxie witlh Hiixuseif.
And since then, dear lady, there lias
corne iîotling that could break my peace.
My liard work is just a deliglit to nie
every day, and the world is more lovely
tlîan I can tell you."

[lHave you told ail tlîis to your
frieîids and the pniests" asked lier mis-
tress.

" Ah, indeed I have. nia'am. My
own folks say im no better than I ever
ivas, and Father H. says, 'in glad ye
are hîappy again, elîild; but be sure yoiu
mmid yen owiî religion, and let other
people's aloîîe. 'l

" Have you left the Catholie Cliurch,
Ellen' "' asked the lady, who wvas great-
ly iinterested in lier story.

IlLeft the Cathîol ic Churcli, ma'ani 1"
asked thîe girl, looking up in surprise.
"No. Why should I ?'

"lYou foulid no peace in penance, con-
fession, non prayers by your beads, but
in going straiglît to Jesus, who camne to
take away the sin of the world," said the
lady.

IlWell, ma'am, but Fi'n doue with
tliem thints, and gone to Christ. The
Churchi, you know, trusts iii lis cross for
xnerey. Thousands of holy mcen an 1
women have been in tlîat chinreliand
loved Christ, and I think they %vil1 al
get the great light by aid by. The Lnrd
lias thieii alI iii His lîeart, and c:uî do
for themn, poor dears, as He did for nie.
Oh no ! 1 would neyer forsakze them,
just because of the greater blessin' 1 got
froni Hum, above theniselves."

Ellen rernained two years in tliis
family, attendirig prayens, and occa-
sionally going to prayer-nieetings ; but,
except wvhen she could ride five miles to
mass, she neniained at home and read
hier Bibe 0o1 the Sabbatlî, as she said,
"not to break the iieart of her niother,


