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l= CUOVER MIER.

Caniada g-roub s uild lîiiip, wild flax, anîd a îînîîîbler
of otier wild fiber-vrocluciîîg plants, but so, far, none of
thein hiave l)eefl utilized on a commercial scale. Amnig
Ille csînîiîioii weeds of Qucbec and Ontarioi is the swect

tir Ujili choyer. whiclî irows rankly andI yields a fiber of

s'on.e strcngtli, but flot equal in flîîeness or strcngtlî t

flax. vcyar ago, Eclward Kenny, of St. Vincent de
Patil, tîcar Muîtreal, sent the editor a sanîple of tlîis,

rotiglil% treateil b) biand, atnd anot.her sample retted ani
tuibtct iitts cords of strengthî sufficient at Icast to make

a %9:r7 goodl qitalit', of bitider twine. Wc sent the6e

mitîle u t wu auacue, t lume, iii ( )ntatrio.

a itid tlie% rela d I tliat if thle iiiaterial cotild oîîly lie la id
sh>wii t<î tiii itn sutWcieîît quaîîîliit\ andi at -.1 aunh
price, thie% esitlti wour, iî Ill) eesstîl iito bindecr

twinle. MNr. N.eliiv also sent, througli, the iNinister
of Agriculture. sanlîles to the I liiperial li stittite, Loni-
don, to be reported on. Tîiese wvere taket, iii iîaîd hy

1'rofessor W. R. Dutistaît, F.R.S., directur of the Scieil-
tille Deparitiiiett of the Iiistittîte, wlio lias mîade tlue fol-
lowiiig report-

A\ ;Iîîtill tif swet clu'. er liber, inctilelts alba, recutved lîy
thte ctsrattr ii tce Casîadsaiî section ofi the. I iertal Iistttte

fruti the Mttister oif Agrictî.tstre. otîîwa Thte satttîtle as
rectiveti lias betil solNvlit r'.îîiglly îsrep'rcd; it hadj îlot becil
cleatit.d antd ai)-rchitly lîni ttiot lîceti trcateti by tlic ruttitig

îsroticbb (ctit..tttg in sleepting iie ftler trî wtrahr fur soute
tit,çlsiîch ta lisîtally Ca.rrtd out Ini 11 epai lut; a flîber for corn-

itterctal îîurîîuses. A> reccitvd, st '.tL stblptttttsl tsi a coinplcte

eaînîtatiotî, but the rcstittN wcrc lot whotlly satisfactory,

clîicily owinig to thititetiioi ti prcîîarattuît attîl e~Citally tu th1e

abscite of scttîng. Silice. lîtines o. , uc liber .îppeared t0 bc
strotîg atît parttctîlarly sat.atuçry tii ns letngti (6 tu tg

luhsa rottgiî aupproxtimationi 1 thte 1,roccett or rettttlg was

coitttctt( tt the laboraiory, the liber as reccaveid bctsîg soalced

tn water for a %wecl, at a tentîîîratture oi about 18' Cent.
Aller tltt il %st wî drscd, ruconiited andI hackled The liber iîow

.,t'.e sory iitîcli lîettcr riilis mslicni buliiîtttcil to ounr lnattai

vs%.ttttiititit nut i appears s ery probable tat if propetriy
ts tat d i illtglu t lic wortlî svltle bo put1 tit irodlîtt oit the

îîîarlIet, as' 1 esncluide. frot tie icîter ttl(rtssetl Io hie Milîîstcr
of Agrictusre by 1\1. L. Kctîîy. or the ,Cttlenictit of St. Viii-
cet t il Paul. tîsat dit piat is vcry aiîuuuuant, tu fact aliiiost a1

ssccd, in sortie stsýtrtcts of the provin.ce of Qîtebec. 1 thcrcforc
stîggc!st tlîat itîforiation slîotîld bc obtaîncti as to thec proper
niietiiot o! trszating tic liber iniUi thenittner -. titidcd tu und tisat
otiter saînples s0 trcatcd slîoîld tiien lie sîîbinittcd to tluis
departuîtctit. Tltey slial tdieu bc clîcniiically texamincti, and a
cotmmuerctal %aluatton obtatnçd frott ostr cxpcrt refcrcc on this

MNr. Keniiy writcs ils thaI lic lias treated furthcer

quaititiCs this ycar, andi says. «'I aili satisficd that a

commercial value cari hec arrivedl nt, thougli owing to,

want of Uie andc not gctting thec nccessary encourage-

tuent, 1 did not attenipt to, nlace it on the mnarket this

year. Yct I did flot ncglect to conîtinute cxperiîncntilig.

If you can find a market for it. 1 will bc in a position
next ycar to, have colcctcd a larze quaîîtity. I ami just

preparing a small quantit% at tht. rcqucst ot a Frenîch


