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WILD CLOVER FIBER.

Canada grows wild hump, wild flax, and a number
uf other wild fiber-producing plants, but so far, none of
tlem have been utilized on a commercial scale.  Among
the common weeds of Quebee and Ontario is the swecet
or wilid clover, which grows rankly and yields 2 fiber of
some strength, but not equal in fineness or strength to
flax. A year ago, Edward Kenny, of St. Vincent de
Paul, near Montreal, sent the editor a sample of this,
roughly treateid by hand, and another sample retted and
tnisted into cords of strength sufficient at least to mahke
a very goud yuality of binder twine, We sent these

samples on to two manufacturers of twine, in Ontario,
and they reported that if the material could only be laid
down to them in suflicient quantity and at 2 reasonable
price, they could work it up  successfully into binder
twine,  Mr. Kenny also sent,  through  the Minister
of Agriculture, samples to the ITmperial Institute, Lon-
don, to be reported o, These were taken in hand by
Professor \W. R. Dunstan, I°.R.S,, director of the Scien-
tific Department of the Institute, who has made the fol-
lowing report:

A sample of sweet clover fiber, melletus alba, receved by
the curator of the Canadian section of the Imperal Institute
from the Mmister of Agricuture, Ottawa  The sample as
received has been somewhat ronghly prepared; it had not been
cleanced and apparently had not been treated by the rotting
prutess (cunsistng 10 steeping the fiber o water for some
tie), which is usually carried ont 1 prepaning a fiber for com-
meraaal purpuses.  As recoved, it was submittad to a complete
exanunation, but the results were not wholly satisfactory,
chicfly owing to the method of preparation and especially to the
absence of retting.  Since, huwever, the fiber appeared to be
strong aud particalarly satifactory in its tength (6 to 18
inches), a rough approxunation to the process of retting was
conducted m the laboratory, the fiber as received bemy soaked
in water for a weck at a temperature of about 18° Cent.
After this 1t was dried, recombed and hackled  The fiber now
showed vory much better results when submitted to our usual
esanination, amd 1t appears  very probable that if properly
treated ot unght be worth while to put tls product on the
market, as T conclude, from the fetter addressed to the Mnnsv..cr
of Agwentture by Mr. L. Kenny, of the scttlement of St Vin-
cent de Panl. that the plant 1 very abundant, in fact almost a
weed, in some districts of the provinice of Quchec. [ therefore
suguzest that information should be obtamned as to the proper
method of treating the fiber in the manner alluded to and that
other samples so trcated should then be submitted to this
department.  They shall then be chemically ¢xamined, and a
commeraal valuatiun obtamed from our expert referee on this
subject.

Mr. Kenny writes us that he has treated further
quantitics this ycar, and says: “I am satisfied that 2
commercial value can be arrived at, though owing to
want of time and not getting the necessary encourage-
ment. 1 did not attempt to place it on the market this
year., Yet I did not neglect to continue experimenting.
1f you can find a market for it. I will be in a position
next year to have collected a large quantity. I am just
prepaning a small quantity at the request ot a French
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