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beTHE €ssays received in response to our invitation have

of - submitted to impartial judges, selected by us with help
names as suggested by essayists. The subject was

FIRE INSURANCE IN CANADA.
L wa

duri Y has it not been a source of profit to Companies
u;‘mg the past twelve years ?

i b are the most practical reforms necessary o
nsure better results in future?

and the awgy di

$ in favour of the essay which was printed in
our 1aSt month’

s issue with the motto :—

“Of our vices
We may make a ladder
Aud climb to Heaven.”
—8t, Augustin.
The writer of that essay desires to remain anonymous ; e

‘ nd him the PREMIUM OF $25.00 to which the award of the
Judges entitles him,

; W.hlle- thanking those who have responded to our invitation
D this case,

onl We wish them *‘better luck next time,” and have

Ca.xi, to regret that the literary talent that must exist among

to th 1 Fire Underwriters did not respond more readily
e

'®quest to aid in discussing faults and proposing
Temedjeg, g P
W i '
in © Sy “ must exist,” although there are serious doubts
the min,

4Mmong 4, s of many whether the chief source of troubl:;
selﬁshg © fraternity be not that in the insane greed an
Tapid ,, 18 after personal gain, any other view than the
J cc\lmu]a:tmn of wealth is entirely lost sight of, and
imPro’vg *Pers, journals, statistics, and all other methods®of
the madmem’ Practical and theoretical, are hurled aside in
Ang i;ui};‘a&er Premiums.
Tather, , IS rush the wise have to go with the fools: or

ouldey 53y they must, or be driven to the wall.

strivy

SOme hat these few wise ones would make a stand, and
Toung ¢pr "R€F keep aloof for a time, and gradually gather
und  the ,

o e well. i h erally well-
3Poseqd meaning, then the gen
» alter t the careless and ignorant class would

ight ; 1ly they might, by
ir lead to do aright ; and eventua ]
fou?v;otiil:)f echa.r:a.cter, intellect, talent and morality, succeed
?heilrl;augurating a happier state of affairs than the best among
in

them now dare to even dream of.

i i fiery disasters that have befallen
. 1‘603113;:11;?1:5 Llrlslmgltes the fires of ’45, '46 ia:nd
Quebefl’ i ined‘?ately afterwards calls the coqﬂagratlon
v a([SlG u;)la tism of flame. We don’t agree with Argtl;s.
205 was Qgehec’s baptism. We should say that by
e yvalsl d accepted the responsibility itself,. and has
boon rene ing its obligations ever since at irregular
?2225: n;::l\; wgith commendable tenacity of purpose.
7

nual meeting of the Live'rpool & London

& %'Il‘c:t}:: llz:lsst;rr;nce Company the (}hamman toui(l)lﬁeg
f the causes that make insurance unp N

o Oetition which we are accustomed' to hear
o Cofmp the lii‘e of trade, is one of the ev1ls:. Not
SPO}i?ﬂ . asmpetition, but cut-throat, is what ruins the
legl.nmate (i'?air and square rivalry, in which the com-
o ts are energy and honesty of purpose, will
etk ompany that is worthy to do the business.
i "o a'nylt; of sharp practice and unfair advantage
hat ?he rxvat vyvhen the managers complain of competi-
:%: * 'Itf;f;r; is a universal spying of motes and over-
1011,

looking of beams.

1s in the United States owe
e Insural;cfivgglil: I;?ld its Mutual Benefit Frauds.
much 19 Pen}lnt{ar sends up word that there is room for
When the pl; es of matter, the editor looks ru.efully
e o pogle subject on which to spread hlmsglf.
His " forl‘s hts up as he thinks of the Octogenarian
B o fit Life and Death Association, of I.iay-
Mutual‘ 1Benehich he forthwith proceeds to make mince-
Stackvi . “;n elaborate article, while the sub-editor
meat of 1 the Sleepy Hollow Agriculturalists’ Mutual
bQWIS ovgr re Mortality Society, and the office boy f.h:es
Ad andu 'ltlems hap-hazard, trusting to the vulnerability
3? &?en;my, to make a hole somewhere.

| i i .advent in America
s in bemoaning tl_le non rioa
T;:s ggg::ish American Accident Insurance C:I.;ls iy
?‘f\;V; have, it is true, the Travelers’, a ﬁx?f t;l avf:g ]
but it is 01’11y one, and the very fact of its
113




