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, hat ordinary gifts which are fit for or-
dinary work are the most usetul.

But the Apostle here goes further than
that. He suys: ¢ True, there are some
extraordinary gitts i but then they are
only peculiar—they are not great, for tiey
are not immortal.  ‘They shine for a day,
and then die out. All cannot be prophets,
because all cannot have the gilt ot pro-
pheey ; all cannot speak with tonoues, or
teach, and what does it matter? Those
things are short lived, the best and most

- enduring of them; but there are great
imperishable things, which have their
centre in God; their stretch is eternal,
and they may be made the base of all
life.”  So that this is the teaching—that
on a lower level men are marked off and
distinguished by a peculiarity ot gifts—
but higher up they become equal—or, to
put it in another way—the greatest, the
sublimest gitts and forces ot lite are just
those whicn are universal, immortal, and
within the reach of all.

The teaching is very plain. At the
time of the establishment ot Christianity
God was giving special gifts to special
men. It was necessary. LThe Jews re-
quired a sign—the Greeks sought after
v .-dom—Christiznity hed to establish a
feuting on the earth, and that could only
be done eftectually by the showing of
signs and wonders. 'The early days of
preaching were tull of marvel, and the
marvel was otten the first impulse that
led the way to the cross. But there was
a class of wen in the churckh who got dis-
satisfied with that simte ot things—a kind
oi spiritual dewocracy which began to
clamor for e levelling up process that
should make all men equal. Why should
not all be as eloquent as Apollos? why
should not all teach and hesl like Paul?
And Paul gives them anawer: ¢ Well,
every one of you agel those things which
You admire so much ; try sad prophecy;
try snd teach; sry @ work miracles of
bealing. Whetcver you think is best
that covet earnestly ; but remember, those
are not the highest and best gifts—they
are abuormal—they sre short-lived—they
are the thundering storm—very grand—
but men do nob live by storm ; they live
by the calm air—these things may shake
the Church, but they do not make it—
they produce wonder—they command at-
tention, but they do not make character

—the  greatest, grandest forees in t
world are those common, ordinary Lhmv_;
—faith, hope and charity—and he is
greatest, grandest, because the most uy
tul, who has grown up ivto the pussess
ot them.”

1 think we should remember, in t.
age of restlessness and dissatistuctiy
thut God's greatest gifts to men, and cu
sequently, the sublimest forces that ¢
enter into life to bless and beautify
exalt it, are not the extraordinary, U
the ordinary and commonplace. and i
on the highest and furthest advane
plains of human experience all men s

equal. Equality in all things is sy,
impossible. Society could never exiy

all men were put upona dead lew
Dreamers have long enough, and ot
encugh, dreamt about it, and have s
times tried to mnake their thought a thiy
doing mischiet to themselves and

others. Utopia is in dream-land, buty
upon the earth, and never will be ther
As long as the world endures there w
be rich and poor, gifted and comuw:
place, prophets and teachers, andt
people. What is called wealth, or por
ty, must always be a thing of degreo!
comparison, nnd is oftener decided by
state of the mind than by the state ol
exchequer. What 15 poverty to one

would be riches to another; and w
some of you count wealth, some «th
would count actual and crushing dest
tion. The truth is, that either extren
that of extraordinary wealth, or of ex
ordinary poverty—is anything but « bl
sing to society. A very pouri inan:
public burden, and so is a very rich
We have to send fire to warm the on:
his region of frost and snow ; we hav
send ice to keep the other alive under
swelteringsun  In the commercial w
you may see a man now and then
makes & great fortune in a briet pen
He is a phenomenal man—he has rew
trade somewhat in a particular direc
—but he has done trade no general
lasting good. Commerce is not hel
most by the extraordinary, but by the
dinary—by the vast multitudes who f!
year in and.year out; by the men
live out of it and not much besides.
one gives it a sudden pull, and it m3f
jerks it torward a little—bat it has to
pend for constant motion upon the .



