
CORIIESPONDENCE. 143

CANADIAN SHEEP HIRABNDRY.

Mii. EiînToit :-I wi8h, throughi the medium of
your paper, to address a few lines to our Canadian
farire<rs ont te subject or sheep. W'e have several
varicties or' blicp iii the country, including the Leices-
te~r, -Sotth 1 >owni, Merino, Canadiati, asud ull tlîc varn-
(Jus crnsm Now, the question is, mlhat *:z the Lebt
breptd for our' farnmcrs to liccp ? livroe there kî, and
wilI lie, a 'hiffe.rcnce of opinion ;-oîepreferring the
pure Leiri-ster, others the Soutlt-I>ovi, otiiers a cross
betweein these two. The latter, I believ'e, i8 realIy
larger andi more easily fatteuied than tlic Leicester
and the wool is soîneivhat fluer. l'he South-Dovn
is anl caily-kept shcep, and yieldâ a flne lecce, but
the carcass is small. Th e manufacturer of 'von
greatly disapprovits of thc~ cross betweu the Leices-
ter and thc South-Down, inasmucli as it chocs not
improve the wool. The wool in this cross is harsh,
lacking oil. TI'Ie best stocklof shicep for Canada is
a cross between the Freneh Nferino and the pure
Leicester. By this mixture you have a hardy sheep,
of good size,--onc easihy fattcuied, and the very best
quahity of wool, both fur the Canadian and for the
Americai market. The Leicester sheep is quite de-
fective in the amount of oil in its ficece, while the
Merino lias a superabundance, by which meaus it is
cnabled to, endure the cold stornis of rain mucli beL-
ter than tire Leicester. Fron this cross you there-
fore obtain a long, fine and sort wool, suitable for
makiug up into Orleans cloth, and good3 Of that
class, while it is just the thing for good Canadiani
cloth. Noiv, in order to have such a stock of sheep
ast the above, i. is needial that somie parties should
continue to nuise and import the two kinds ini their
purity-that is, the French Meriuio and thre Leices-
ten. A goodly numnber are to be foittid mho ]lave
donc guod service to our country, and hiouor to them-
selves, by importing and raising the pure LeAicester
eheep. A few pensons have dinected their attention
to the Frenîch Menino sheep, and in getting thein
have spared no trouble or înoncy. Mr. JACOB Rv-
MAL, Jr., of the township) of I3arton, is one of this
chass. He bas some of the pure Frenchi Merino
sheep, and 1 think: bas one or two for sale. Mr. Rv-
)iAi. obtaincd a number of premiums for his sheep ut
our hast Provincial show.

Many of our farmiers would do well to direct thoin
attention chiefly to shcep husbaiudr7 for two or three
years; in so doing they would rest and candih their
land, and, 1 doubt not, themselves also.

I mighit here etate the comparative 'alue of wool.

Supposing tire Leice8ter wool to bc worth 1&. per
pousid, thon Soîîth-)ovni is worthi la. 3d; a cros& bc-
tweeu the Sou),thI>own aîîd tho Mlerio, Is. Gd.; also
the cross hetween the Meriuoc and Leicester wuuld bo
Iworth 14 6d., aud the pure Merino at that standard
would bc worth fnom 2s. to 2s. 3d. per poutid.

«%Nool growcrs should neyer allow thecir sheep to
-un where there are bîîrre, nor 8hould they éshear
them without hiaving finit waled them clean; bc-
cause cither of these defects leduets front the valus
of the wool from a quarter to one-third.

A buck should never bc allowed to run with the
sanie flock more than two yeans and it i8 botter to
change every year. The entire flock should ho
changed cvery three or four ycars. S. Kiszo.

POTATO ]PLAYTE AND SEED DEIL

Ma. EDîToR.:-As I arn confident that you are
anxious to do ail in your power for the purpose of
introducing labor-saving machines arnong the agri-
culturists of titis Province, I have thought that it
would be i somne dogmee interesting to your readers
to have a short descriptiofi of an invention lately
patented by Mr. WiLLIAx IÇixiox, of the township
of Grimsby, in the county of Lincoln. 'Mr. Nxtî's
invention is for the purpose of cutting and planting
I)otatoes, dropping corn, and sowing srnall seeds.

The hopper, or box for contaiuing the potatoes,
rests upon the axie passing through two wheels, with
shafts attachied to the axie in the samne way that a
carL or gig is constructed. A horse is then put be.
fore the planter, in like manner as a horse is placed
before a cant, and the machine is drawn in the saine
way. T1i c seed hopper resta upon the axle and
wheels, as above described, being- keyed together and
fastened to a cog whecel which drives a horizontal
cog Nyheel thu±t is fastiencd to the underside of the
cnt-iron seed-wheels. Wlhen, therefore, the horse
moves forwzînd. i iehnile îuachinery is set iii motion.
There i a round buoon to the bopper that nevolves
correspondetitly with the motion of the animal which
draws thc vehicele. In this bottomn, or revolving

platform, there arc holes at given distances. For
platitîig in huIs you opeil two holes, and ]eave ai
the others shut up; and iu this case four or five sets
are droppcd ia oile place, ut whatever distance you
may think proper, the seed being eut by a sharp
kuife placed immediately under the revol'ingr plat-
formn. S3ome niit prefer to eut tic sets liv bancd,
and in this case the knire may bc removed, or the
potatoesmay be dropped withoat being eut, If drill8


