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which lie did not need for himself~God
himself becamo the surety of the sinner,
and did that which no other being in the
very nature of things could have done.
The Lord became the surety of a crea-
tuve, and that his own law might be mag-
nified ! Just asif'a person to whom a
debt was owing, should not merely for-
give the Jdebt, but should bimself work
with his own hands, to put the debtor
in possession of the means for cver to
cancel his obligation. How marvellous
the provisions of redemption ! Ilow won-
dertul the cconomy of grace ! By this
rightcousness, which Christ wrought out
all who believe are justified.  What is
necessary on the sinner’s part is faith in
Chwist, taith in bis righteousness; for as
many as believe in him ave justified from
all things. Their sins are no longer ac-
counted theirs, and Christ's righteousness
is imputed to them.  Feaith acknowledg-
¢3, receives, and relies on Christ's right-
cousness. The sinner believes in Christ
for righteousness, beiug destitute of all
righteousness of his own; and Christ is
the end of the law for righteousness, to
every one that believes. The sinner has
thus a righteousness, though it is the im-
outed righteousness of Christ.  1is sins
are not now accounted to him; and he
escapes the punishment of them; and
through the imputation of Christ's right-
cousness he has now a title to cternal
lite. 1llcaven is now open to him—
Chuist has thus opened a gate to it; and
as many as enter by that gate shall have
everlasting life.  There is'noother gate,
or mode of entrance. Every false reli-
gion, every delusion of man on the mat-
ter of salvation, every mistaken hope and
unfounded expectation, ave but so many
fulse ways, o many wrong doors, or
aates, substituted in’ place, or devised in
ignorance, cf the only true way, or gate
of lite  “T1am the way,” says Christ—
“Yam the door.” ¢ By me, if any man
shall enter in”  And whatmpiety must
it be to try to substitute another! IHe
is the infallible way—ihe certain, the
unerring, gate to life.  No one ever en-
tered by this gate, and was lost.
How many, on the other hand, have per-
ished because they would not enter by
thisgate! And this leads us to consider
why it is called a strait gate ; and so few
enter by it; and many who seek to en-
ter by it are not able.

1t is not a strait gate in itself consi-
dered, or because the righteousness of
Christ is not suflicient to justily every
sinner of mankind. It is more than suf-
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ficient for this pwmpcse. Tt is a righte

ousness which wants nothing, which is
absolutely perfect. Churist perfeetly o-
beyed the law which the sinner had bro-
ken 3 and he did not do this for himsell,
but for sinners of mankind : he satis-
fied for the breach of the iaw by suffer-
ing its penalty ; and there is no one sn
guilty, so destitute of rightcousness, but
Chvist can re-establish him in the eye of
the law, and <o justify him in the eye of
God. It is neither the amount of sin on
the part of the sinner, nor the defect of
rightcousness on the part of Christ, which
can exelude any from Heaven, from e-
ternal life.  Itis not this, then, which
makes the gate sonarrow : and we must,

therefore, look for some other reason why -
it is called a strait gate, and why so few -

enter it.

It is strait because of what it supposes -

in mun before he can enterit. It is wide
cnough itself, but it is strait as respecty
what is required in the persons who have
to enter by it.  What does it suppose in
man? What is necessary in him before
he can enter by it ?

It requires in the first place, the ve-
nunciation of all self-righteousness, and
this is a matter of greater difliculty than
weare apt to suppose. It isin truth whay
no sinner will of himself do, or can do.
It is not to confess that we arc sinner<
merely. No one who knows what the
law of God is, who has but the faintest
traces of that law upon his heart, can
fail to perceive this, or will refuse to ac-
knowledge it. And hence many sup-
pose that they are renouncing their own
righteousness when they make this ac-
knowledgment—that they are not seck-
ing to be justified by the works of the
law, bat are trusting to the righteous-
ness ot Christ. But such an acknow-
ledgment, such a consciousness, does not
at all suppose a thorough recognition of
the righteousness of God’s law, a full ho-
mage to that righteousness, and an entire
sense of our unrighteousuess, or of what
that unrighteousness implies. A self-
rightcous, ushumbled, spirit, may be
perfectly consistent with the most trank
and unqualified admission of our
want of righteousness, or our frequent
transgressions of God’s law! Many,
therefore, eome to Christ in the spirit of
selfrighteousness, even when to them-
selves, they appear to be renouncing all
sclf-righteousness. They are not yet
spiritually enlightened as to the law of
God, and spiritually convinced of their
own worthlessness.  To feel one’s abso-
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