
A Cana4ian Agno8tie.

,emphntically the era of progress, when, in the non-Christitin countries
-mid is at a comparative stand stili, and we have to, look té the lands of
41ie Bible for the fruits of mental culture and morai.progress. Civilization
_ias been invariably the effeet of Christianity. Where stagnation and

ýsteri1ity reigned, thons, at last, th& liappy fruits of rîghteousness have
grown. Christ's whole ministry was an encouragement of"1- intellectual
inquiry." lie exemplified in himselt' and encouraged in his followers

independent investigration1 " and history is a lie if the very opposite of
'this calumny bo flot truc. With few exceptions, which go but to ebtab-
'lisli the rule, the master minds or the wGrld, dtiring the nigrh niueteen
centuries of the Christian agre, have been under Christian influences.
*The torch of Science, Literature and Art, as well as Religion, bas been
'kindled at the Cross.

"1How came it,-* asks this lecturer, &"that Christ neyer grappled
'with the great, evils that flouri*iec iu bis day, sucli as slavery, povertv
-and intellectual legrradation ?" Now let it be noted that, altbougyh, in
-a sense, Jesuis came to tura the world upside down (or rather, righit sida

*up), ho was no revolutionist, in the ordinary sense of the term. His
-mission was not to, head a crusade agrainst the establishied irt2rests and
institutions of society.

He came to, establish a kingrdom. Ilwithin us"-a kingrdomnot righteous-
miess and peace and joy in the soul and society, that would work its way
out from a man's heart to bis habits, from the centre wo the circumtèr-
ence of humanity, as light or as leaven, gradually, yet effectually assim-
ilating the world to itself tit the kingdoms of this world become the
kingdom of our Lord, and of Dis Christ. IL was thus Christianity wroutght
amîd the fcstering rottenness of old Imperial Rome-and brought under
its sanctifying, subduing.power the Barbariin hordes who riished down
from the cold regyions of the North with the dcvastatingm power of an
avalanche, on the cifete empire and causea to crumble into ruins the
throne of the Coesars. Slavcry, poverty and intellectual degyradation
feit and yielded to its influence.

The Lifted up One imperceptibly drew ail classes of mca to Hum-
lifted thcm, up from the horrible pit in which they were imbedded., into
Heavcnly places, tilt poverty gave place to comfort, intellectual (legrada-
lion, to, intel1ecti-î-l development, white the victims of slavery, both. of
body and of niind, were made to realize that : "1He is the free man whoni
the truth m'akes free and ail are slaves besides."

The Sccularist wouid fain have us bolieve that Ancient Reathendom,
was not s0 bad after all-and that the old world %vas under littIe or no
obligations Wo the new system that was introduced by the Man of
Nazareth and the malefactor of Calvary. lie belittIes the radical bad-


