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The Sahbath Schoîl1 interposta of the
Ciiercli are amoîgst itm îeqst imîportaut
it-restiq. The conimand of our Lord,
IFeed mny lai"was tihe dictate of

higheât wimdom am well as of lînreat
hetievoience. "Iîustead of thse fathers shahl
Le tue childreu,' and in the constant flux
of genierations the yossîg are thie hope of
thse world. In ten or fifteeî years the

cisiltiren in Our Sunlday Scîsoolg will Le the
boue and sinew, the very usarrow ansd life
of oiîr Chir 4sea. And thoie who graduate

intu thse (jîsrch froné thv ranks of thse
Sonda>' Scliools, wil make far more in-
telligent andh efficient Chîristian& than
tisose gathsered frais thse *orll after yearst
of sisi have enfeebled thîeir moral powers,
and confirined.9 intellectual and social
hahita which shahl for ever impair their
Usefulness.

Thse influence of etirly instruction in the
mnt permanent, the unost potent of ail
thse elements which go wo the formation of
moral character. Implressions recrived in
that plastic antd formative condition of
the mental constitution are indelible in
their nature. The youthful mind la wax
to receive, andi marbie to retain, impres-
siions of either gond or evi l "Scratch thse
green rind of a sapling or wantouy twist
it in the etirth, andi the guarlesl and
knotted trssnk wiU tell of tbee for âiges Loi
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corne." Give a bias for good or evil to
the character of childhood, and] the fruitsi
of liolineii or the stars of sin shall for-
ever beur witnemms of the nature of tIi se

early influences. We have seen in the
rocky pages of the book of nature the
imprints made by the falling ritii-elropg
on the Nulootlî sen sand, consulida:ted into
hardest rock, telliog of tIse direction of
the wind and tIse foi-ce of the shower in
tIse Lygons.- geolog ic ages, wlisn the eartlî
wax young. We have seeî the traeks of
loathsonie lizards andI hideous mnonsteià
tlsat wsîllowed in prirneval oceans, whiclî
the procemi; of âges had turned tti %tolie.
Sn in the infinlite future nîay be se'-n su
the tibletii of the humai sul whîose des-
tiniy ia fixed for weal or woe for s-ver, tIne

impressions made hy sh.swera of gnuce
falling on the youthful lheurt or the befoul-
ing traces made b>' prowlusg ImueajoliLa na
loisthly luas tranipling down and desfacing
every Ladl of promise, every fliwer of hope
iii the gardesi of tise soul.

We witne4ged soine Lime mince an affect-
ing illusitration of the power and permnan-
ence of early religions imressionss. Visit
iug the Provincial Lunatic Asylui at
Toronto, we notioed a pale asîd pensive-
looking creature, aplf-absorbed among the
hsshîling throng arouud lier. On stear
approach sihe suis found to be softly wliis-
pering to herseif, whîat du yon suppose 1
A sweet Suaday Scliool hyîun tîsat she
had learned aînid happier sceneq, it nnîy be
by her îîîother's knee, awsîy back in the
sunikv days of ber childhuod. Asnid the
clouding of ber intellect assd thie wrs.ck of
ber rmason, this alue remniîîed tu, lier
bright and isuperishable, a relic of thone
innocent days.

In thse olden, time, hefore the invention
of paper, when the osîly writing inaterial
was papyrus or velinîn, which were buth
scarce and costl>', when men wimhed. t


