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bard of optimism ; a rare enoughi literaiy product in our pessernis-
tic times.

If the preceding paragraphs are not devoid of expository
value, wve are now in a position to approach the greatest poern in
the volume under reviewv, -"The Man With the Hoe," at a decided
advantage, being forearmed wvith a notion of its author's Ieading
ideas. This is ail anyone needs, to understand if flot appreciate
the poemi, which is as folloivs:

ce'THE MAN WITH THE HoE.

(XVritten ater seeinig ?IilIet'g world-fàîuauots picture.)
l3owed by the weiglit of centuries, hie Jeans
Upoiî bis bac aild gazes on the grotind,
The enîptiiuess of ages in bis face,
And on bis back the burden of tbe world.
Wlbo mwade lii dead, to rapture and despair,
A tbing tbat grieves not and tbat ,icver biopes,
Stolid and stuniîcd, a brother to the ox- ?
Whbo loosened and Jet down tbis brutal jaw ?
\Vbose wvas tbe band tbat slanted back tbis brow ?
Whose breatb blew~ out tbc Jigbit witbin this brain ?

fis tbis tbe thing tie Lord God niade aid gave
To have dominion over sca and land,
To trace tbe stars and searcb tbe hecavens for pawer,
To féel the passion af eternitv ?
Is this flic dreani lie dreamned wlio shaped the suns
And pillared Uic bIne firnmanent with ligbt?
Doivn ail tbe stretcli of biell ta its Jast guilf
There is nio shape more terrible than tliis-
More tongued with censure of the world's blindgreed-
More filhld %vitb signs and portents for the sotl-
More fraulit witb mienace ta the universe.

\V lat gulfs betvecn bini and the seraphii
Slave af tbe wheel af labor, wbat ta hinm
Are Piato and tic swing af 1Pîciades?:
'Wlat thie long reaches of the peaks ai sang,
The rift of dawn, the reddcning ai the rose ?
Tlirouglî tbis drcad shape the suffering ages look,
Tinies tratgcdy is in tbat acbing stoop),
Througli tbis dread sbape bnanity betrayed
Pluindcrcd, bctrayed and disinberitecl,
Cries pratest ta tie judgcs oi the wvor1d,
A pratc±st that iS alsa prophecy.
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