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During, his first four years' stay in bis native parish,-he
returned there frorn Qucenstown in 1889,-lie ivrote his first
stories, published later in book-form, under the titie of «"A
Spoiled Pi'iest." They wcre were manifestly wieak, indeed one
eau hardly believe, they are due, to, the now virile, masterful
pen, of the autiior of "My New Curate."

Cardinal Newvman 's eritics-and lie, ineontestably the great-
est master of Modern English à'-ylists, liad theni !-accused bis
poetry of being too prosale and bis prose of being, too poetie,
but Fathier Sheehan bias solved to a remarkable degree the secret
of medions, cadeneed prose, wvhieh while it sounds lhke music,
is so a.hsoiutely spontancous that it in no way suggests inetre.
I-is is the artlessness of art. Critics tell us that the great test
of good *Englisli, is the faeility 'with which it may be read aloud.
To any one wvho Laýs attenipted to read aloud, cither "The
I3lindness of Doctor Grey" or "The Queen's Fillet," it will be
no surprise to ie:ar their author proelaimed the peer of any
living bnglish -%%riter.

"Cc'roia Mrie and "Cithara Mea" are the titie of two
volumes of verse, issued over the signature of "P. A. Sheehan,-"
and each one goes to prove that its author is possessed of truc
poetie in.sight, wi ti a heaven-born gift of liarmonious expression.

It happens ail too frequently that literatry aspirations inter-
fere -%ith the pas.ýtoral duties of priests, but tlue scholarly Canon
of Doneraile, is a st.riking exception to the general mile. AI-
though Lis literary output 15 immense and ranges from philos-
ophieal dissertations like. "Under the Cedars and the Stars,"
"Parerga." and "The Intel]Iec',ials, " flrougli inazes of exquis-
itely pol:slied ve-eýs. to the modemn society novel typified in

"Lii~een"aid "Gleinanaar," lie is, nevertheless, in close toudli
with his rarish, a typieai Irish priest, who llnds time to teach
the chUldren eaieehisni, to bold the young girls of bis parish
spellbound. by his «vividl delineations of Mary, ail beautiful, and
to hear t1he last rites of the Chiurehi. to those whvlo have borne for
Chirist 's sw'eet salze. the burden and heat of the day.

The twvo chief objections made to, Canon Sheehan's, tvo,
novels are:-tlieir ratIer freely-drawn portraits of Irish ciericai
life, and their soinewhiat disparaging view of tlue Irish tempera-
ment. To those wvho stigmatize the author of "Luke Peimege"
for bis eompromising -,ieture of tIc old Canon we can but repiy
that the Irish clergy sat largre. owe a life-long debt of gratitude
to Father Sheehan for liaving set tlem before the world as


