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Andalusian peasa-nts. In England the bail game was also a fav-
orite Easter sport in which tlic City Fathers engaged wvith due
parade and dignity.

Another very peculiar custorn existed in Franrce, even as late
as the XVýIth century. At Puy it was customary wlîen, at the
first psalm of matins, a canon -%vas absent frorn fle choir, for
some of the canons and vicars, with processional. cross and hioly
w~ater, to visit flue house of flie .-U;.-rtee, sing the "Hlaec Dies,"
and, if lie was in bed, 'Lo sprinkle hlm, witlh holy watber. «le ivas
thoen le.Ji back to flue churcli; and, in punishment, lie had to give
a breakfast to alilio liad taken part in the procession. Similar
custouns existed ait Nantes and Angers; but they w'ere prollibited
by Diocesan Councils in 1431 and 1448.

Eastertide closes with Low Sunday; but wvhat is the origin
of this appellation xve have bleen unable to discover.

P. W. B.

Iinsula Sanctoirum et Scholapum."

("The Isle of Saints and Sehiolars."')

"WMien Erin first rose from flic dark swelling flood,
"God blessed the green island, H1e saw it wvas'good;
"The Emerald of Europe, it sparled, it shione,

"In the ring of the wv.ord, the most precious stone."

Promn lier earliest days, witli fle e-xception of the tlire cen-
ti&ries that folloived the deathi of St. Patrick, we find Erin's shy
darkencd by an almost endless succession of evil-mienacing clouds.
While 'tis truc that the darkest Iuour cornes before the da-%n, it
-would scýin in the instance of lrelanid, that ecdi diawn uslhercd

ia dark r and a stili more forcboding firmament. ift-een li-
dred years ago one vast inurky cloud -%vas lifted i rom Irelind 's
sky neyer te roturu to mar tue beauty of an Irisli day dawn.
It was tic dark cloud of paganismi, swept away forever by flic
britant rays of Christian sunshine, and leaving tic Irisli nation
illumined with the light of Catiiolie Faith. And, gentlemen, tiat
saine ifigit of Catliolie Faith burns witi just as briglit effulgence
and warmti to-day as it did in tic very fresliness of ifs birth.

You. have often read the account of thc marvellous rapidity
witu w%,hieli ftic Apostle Paftricki convcrtedl tic Isle te fie Cafhlihe
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