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naine of' this maguificent, cou-nfry to BRITISH! COLUMBIA. The Ieariied
Colonial Minister ouglit to have acted ou the idea that the ferritory
wýateî'ed by a river bearing the naine of one of the iinost illustrious of'
the Scottish races, should have been allowed to retain the naine of'
Calcdon-ia. *Was' there flot a markcd similarity between the two
countries? XVere not botli, as liad beîî said of one of thîem by au
einient poet, "fl tc land of the mountain and fhe flood?" The rivers
of' Newv Caledonia flow in ail directioîîs-east, wesf, norrth and souti-
f'roin flic highest niountain ranges of North America, overlooking the
Pacifie Ocean. Those of ancient Caledonia rising, in the highiest motn-
tains of the Britisli Isies, in tlheir hecadlong course, rush foam-ing
throu gli their rocky beds fi, reachling ftic more level. country, thcy
flow in tranquil bcauty througli fertile fields and finely wooded valcys
to the Kortiiern, Atlantic and German Oceans. Is New Caledonia,
wvithout any other inhabitant than thc uboriginal savage-wvithout any
other habitation than the rude tent or the wretchcd wigwamn? Are its
waters without trade as yet* and unknown to song? Even so, ancient
Caledonia, some two thousand years ago, liad no other inhiabitant than
thc barbarian, whose only clothing wvas paint-no, better' dwelling- for
ils people thian the fiurrow iu thc hillside. No bard hiad as yet gîven
celebrity to, ifs streams: the inercliant liad flot yet found ouf thecir
treasures. *What are fhey nowv? Mountain torrents, sf111 als they rush
1 ronii their rugged heiglits; but liow, different as they descend into the
densely populaf cd plains, expand into noble estuaries, bearing on f heir
lide flic rich merchantman, tlic formidable -war-ship; -velcoming every
day f0 thecir plaeid waters the commerce and tlic wealthi and the people
of al nations.t

It must not be inferred from this likening of the now to, fhe ancient
Caledonia, that British Columbia is equal only in point of soil and
climat e f0 Northi Britain. Both were, indeed, lands of" li hnounftain
and flic flood; " but the climnafe of the for-mer country is superior even
f0, that of the south of England. TIc endless variety of is trees and
shirubs and -wild plants, whIieh grow in the utmost luxuriance, leaves
iîo room f0, doubt of' ifs fertility. Being a niounfî4inous country", 1v
is neeessarily more humid than flic prairie lands of the Saskatehe-
wan ; but it possesses the advantage of being Iess subjeet to sev ere
summner drouglits flan many level. tracts of' country to the east of thec
Rocky Montains. What thougli its rugged mounfain. regions must
ever romain. imipervious to tIc plougli, tlîey -vill a1lvays be crowvned
wvith muagnificent foresf s, exe lvoro thleiglit is f00 great to admit
of sucli exuberaut vegefation, thus atffording a pleasing contrast witli

* The opening of tlic gold mines at Cariboo, and flic road te that region, neîu'ly
400 miles in length, recently constructcd, have causcd a ivonderful revolution,
as regards frade and traLvel, along the ruggcd banks of the Fraser.

t Thore is another striking point of reseniblance betwecn New and ancient
Caledonia. Who lias flot heard of thI "parallel roads " of Glenroy, in the latter
enuntry? Travellers spealk of sinîjilar ronds oi terraces on flic great rivers of
Brifish Columoblu-thie Fraser, fthc Thonîson. flic Columbia. These terruces of
the newv world are en a larger seule than those of Scotland; but they indicate
'imilar geological revoluions, %which imust have enîa-.ncipatQd tIc waters from
their niountain fastncsses ut différent epoclis in bof h countries.


