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THE ROYAL

MEMOIR.*

Since our last issue the literary and gossip-
ing public has enjoyed a marked sensation. It
was produced by the perusal of “ The Early
Yeuars of His Royal Higzhness the Prince Con-
sort,” which, on this side of the water, was
neatly issued by Messrs. Harper & Brothers.
with the sign manual ¢ Vicroria R.” on one
side of the cover, and the Royal Arms on the
back of the book, the sight of which, by our
American cousins, is enough “to make their
tecth water.”  What would they not give for
the right to use these time-honured heralldic
devices and the inevitable Zon? sot qur mal y
pense 2 The Memolir, itself, las, we dare say,
been read with as wmuch zest in the United
States as in the Bri.ish Isles, the New Domin-
ion, and the rest of the wor!d. When it is ne-
cessary to interest the ordinary mass of human-
ity in a tale it is safe to begin with such words
as “ There was once a lovely Princess,” while
Royal readers may be treated to tales of peas-
ant boys and girls, even though it be true that
‘“ one touch of nature makes the whole world
kin.” To be particularly informed as to the
manner in which princes and princesses enter
this world. how they cry and laugh, eat and
drink, and slcep and play, whether or not they
are, at times, naughty like ordinary plebian
children—how their loves and courtships are
carried on, ete.. cte.,—such information as this
ought to invest any bouok with interest; most
of all ought it to invest with interest the book
before us, of which the Hon. C. Grey is the
compiler, ¢ Albert the Good™ the subject, and
our most gracious Queex the editor, if not
rather the author  And such, in point ~f fact,
all readers who take up this volume w Il admit
to be the case. Though it is understood that
every mother believes, in regard to her firet-
born, at least, **that there never was such a
child.” and though some fond nwthers and
fathers, too, may be ready to affirm that if the
biographical memoirs ot their offspring were
carried as far back as those of Prince Albert,
to the cradle and beyond it, they could produce
a record that would compare favorably with the
Royal Memoir, yet no person who reads this
volume can deny that Prince Albert, in the
cradle, in school, and at college. was a very
remarkab!> child. boy and youth, and that if he
only oceasionally got flogged, it was because he
very re'dom required to be treated to that poste-
riort mode of ¢ teaching the young idea how to
shoot,” but was, altogether, such a model and
excmplar that when we read his story and re-
call our own boyish davs, we find that the sad

contrast has the effvct of suffusing our checks
with spontaneous blushes.

After a letter of the compiler to the Queen,
and some introductory remarks, the book com-
mences with a short account of the Saxe Co-
burg family, and of the Prince’s immediate re-
latives at the time of his birth, in 1819. The
family was greatly distinguished in the great
Reformation struggles, on behalf of which one
branch of it suffered much. The most interest-
ing of the family notices, however, refers to
Prince Albert’s mother, the Duchess (Princess
Lonise) danghter of Augustus, last reigning
Duke but one of Saxe-Gotha-Altenburg.

A memorandum, written by the Queen in
1864, gives an account of their mother and of
her melancholy fate. She is described as
¢ very handsome, although very small, fair,
and with blue eyes; and Prince Albert is said
to have been extremely like her.” She was,
moreover, full of cleverness and talent. But
the marriage was not a happy one. The Duke
and Duchess were separiated in 1824, and di-
vorced in 1826, and the Duchess died in 1831,
in her 82nd year. She is alw»ys spoken of with
affection and respect. and we are told that “‘the
Prince never forgot hier, and spoke with much
tenderness and sorrow of his poor mother, and
was deeply affected in reading, after his mar-
riage. the accounts of her sad and painful ill-
ness.” After her death in 1831, Duke Ernest
soon married again; but, of course. under these
circunistances, neither the mother nor the step-
mother of the two young Princes had much
control over their education. They experi-
enced, however, no lack of motherly care; for
two craulmothers watched over them from their
earl. s, v+ .1y with the most constant anxiety.
Their grandmother on the father’s side, the
Dowager Duchess of Colurg-Saalfell, lived at
only a quarter of a mile’s distance un one side
of Coburg. at a villa called Ketschendorff,
while Rosenau, the summer residence of the
Duke, was but four miles on the other side.
On the birth of Prince Albert she was sum-
moned at once to the bed side of her daughter-
in-law, and we find her from there writing to
announce the happy event to her own daughter,
the Duchess of Kent. in England.

Why the marriage was unhappy. or why the
separation took place, in conseguence of which
the mother never saw her children afterwards,
we are not told Indeed, the name of the un-
happy lady is seldom mention - afterwards,
though, as above stated, always with respect
and affection. It is mentioned that one of the
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