
as to %vhiether il îvould nol bo found necessary to regu-
late the amount of food and drink cadi man should bave,
in ordor to ensure his capabilily to do bis share of %vog k.
Experience %vou'd probably prove thal still more un-
limitcd power should bo in the hands of lte State, in re-
gard 10 particulars, rallier titan less.

'jc must not biowever omit 10 riscnlion soute of .he
promises %vhich; socialists hold out to mankind, in ad-
dition to that onf sliortcned liours of labor which %ve have
examincd above.

Týcy tell us that but feiv %vill be losers, vix. :the large
capiîalisls,-but dic many will be gainers, that ail men
will bc on a footing of equality, whicii wvil bc a v'ast im-
provement on the prescrnt social arrangements. Tbecy
have grect schemes for the general edunation of the
people. Froc libraiis, reading rooms, museums, gym-
nasiums, baths, etc., wvil bc providcd on a gigantic scale.
WVben property is abolishnd 11o one ill miss it, for
dte wilI ho no desire to mnass wvealth, wblere cacl bias
aIl hoe reasenably wants.

But it stîould bc rcmcmbered, these aire but promises,
_id are by io means ensured. As we have seen abrA'e,
there is little likoelihoodi in the socîalkEtic suite of goîîing
throughi tho rcquislte amounit of lahor so quickly that a
largo portion of the day %vi; bc spent in rocreation. 'We
niov note furîher, that %vlirc c<'ntralizalion of labor lias
bcc'n tried it baq not been marked wiîli great success.

" The national workshops at Paris " says Prof. Gold-
win Smith, " were a complete failure, andi cven tbe Gos'-
enrrment dockyards in E nglard, thougli rendured noces-
sary by the exigencies of a national defonlce, arc
conducted less economicaily tItan private ship-yards',
(False 'iopcs, p. 19.)

\Vith regard to lte promises of educalion, public
libraries, etc., ive may merely observe tbat every day im-.
provemnents in these respects arc being ma-d--,,and tîteroare:
but feiv towns, or even villages iii which tic poorest zxt'v
nult obtain the best lilerature of tbe tinte for an airnist
nominal price.

But is it nol almost certain tat undor suclb a Gov-
crnîment as wc are co:îsidering, almost ail incentive for
steady reading would bo reimoved. lThe working mar
now asks for education for blis children, because hoe knoivs
thal rightly used it iih chevate tlîeir position and ho a
source of %vealth or pover. But sucli would not ho the
case in the Socialistie Stale. T here is but onc cl iss, and
the ontetprising man is no boîter off than lic «hlo is sat-
isfied Ici do just as littho work as possible.

Again, licalthy public opinion would stagnale.
Probably the press wvould bc gaggid, or in lte lîands of
tue State, ivhich %would certainly jublishi nothing Iiicly
to rouso dissatisfaction. Or,.again ; svho would supply
lthe literature, write the books, educational and otherwise ?
Tiere is no doubt that wVholesom ' ambition is a tre-
mnendous motive powcr il, producing %vorks of art ini aIl
its blanchîes, but. it îvoîld reccive no0 stit..ulus in sucb a

statc. On the whoic then wc raust conclude tl'at thc
promises of socialisni arc lacking of foundation, and arc
extrcîncly unccrtain.

'A distinguishing mark of the individuality of man
sems to bo the natural dcsirc for possessions which
shall bce ntircly bis, aid blis aloite. Evcryone lias some-
thing whiclî lio caxis his own, and which lie is prcpared
to 'icfer . should an ecdcavour Lc made to take it fromi
him. Possession is thc first ciear notion of the child.
Give li:n «- toy, and tell him it is blis own, and lie under-
stands what titis ineans, and wvill rescrnt aniy attempt,
evcn from bis own father or ithecr, to deprive him of il.

Nov it is against individuht possession that socialism
pculiarly -iis, and thus also against thc very idea of
individuality. Trer can bc no question tiat titis would
bc a very severe biowv t0 man's nature. Yct under a
sociahistic state, whiere %vould thero bc stimulus or scope
for individul action. To quote once more from Ptnf.
Goleviv Smith: " Slaery lias its ivbips ; but sav'ing
titis, no geteral incentive to labor othier titan property
(individual possession) lias yot beeni deviscd. Commnun-
ists think that tliey cati rcly on love of tbc community,
and they point 10 the case of the soldicr w~ho they say
does bis duty v'oluntarily. from a scnise cf mililary bionor.
It is replici' Ihat so far froin being voluntar>', a soldier's
dzuty is prescribed by a code of exceptional sov.-rity, on-
fcrced by penalties of the sîerncest kind." (False Ilopes.)

The views of oxtremne socialists iil regard to thc
faiily arc also striking.

Coinmlunity of -vives is advocated, and titi %vould of
course onsure its destruction and so tend 10 reduce lnant to
the condition of a brute, z-id remove atiothcr object for
persevoring wvork. The sacrcd origin of the narriage tie,
as also ils recognition by Christ is cither disbelicvcd in
or disregar<ked. 'Men consider themselves %viser tban
God. 'i et to thoughtful mon, faunil), ties are thouglit to

:eone of the greatest restraints, and safrguards front
,tmptations of mnany kinds, and ail wvho have any knio%-
ledgc of %vbiat a ine is, ivliere ils sacredincss is acknoiv-
ledged, have no beliof that anything better can bo sub-
stiluitcd for ik.

It is not a littIe significant, tbat niost socialists ignore
religion, %ilst many of them arc bittorly hostile te, il.

Hou' cani it be othertyise ? Mati, living under sole
command of the suate, nieeds*inot 10 think ;-that is donc
for him. 'Mechatiicat action is ail thac is cxpected. It
is thon impossible for him 10 o rchigious, for is religion
of any use 10 him. 1-e who necds no earthly faîhicrs
training, no cartbly mollîers love, of %vhat use 10 him is
a I-Icavenly Fathe?'s guidance and love ? What need of
mtonuent wlien lie can but sin against the state. H-e
lias neitlier duiis to bis God nor to, bis neiglibQr,
bis ditty is solrly to the state, and consists in doing un-
queslioningly wvial: it bids biim. This abolition of
religion would be the surest sign of the loss of man's per-
sonality, and bis distinction front the beasîs as a froc
rational being.


