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excess of 1871, atîd 6.74 inches in exces
of 1870. WitL tia exception of the
mnth of Mlay, lîewever, tho distribution
of the raisifa' .1, during the grw ,î seasoît,
il'ft grcatly iii faîvor of 1871 - accouniîtng,
iii great inensure, for trne crops of spring

g-railn being botter in titis titan ii te pro-
cet iîg ycar. Mais it May %vo baid. iii
1871, 2.57 inics of rain ; iii 1870, 2.05 ;
ix, Julie, ]871, 4.13 incites; il) 1870, 2.93
incites; ini Juiy, 1871, 4.28 incites ; 1870,
13.81 incites; iii Atigust, 1871, 5.24
incites ; 18701, 3.7 incites ; andi aithonit
in te seveti months, ti om April to
October, 1871, had but.53 inch more
rau: titan 1870, in te four tontits
front April te ,Juli3 , 1871, ltnid ait excees
over 1870 of 2.49, or say 2ý ittcics.

lIt may bu ftardier rematrked, in rcfer-
ence te rainfail, that te mcteoroiogicai
records of te Agricîxiturai Deparuinctt
àtrongiy fertify tlt3 position of titose of
our fartners whio prejudge tue liay crop
by te raitifail of the moîîth of 1'Jay ; te
rainfali, menu average for flie State ef
New York, for titis moti eh, being recorded
as it 1863, 4.66 ; 1864, 4.84 ; 1865, 4.41;
1866, 3.67; 1867, 6.69; 1868, 5.9;
1869, 3.86; 1870, 2.05 ; avi 1871, 2.57
iicies.

0f otiter cropa and preduots, il le te be
noied tat sucre is an enormoui yieid ef
potatoes of îîniusunlly excellent quaiity, nnd
free frein diseusse. The price is low, but
not yer, beiew remunerative rates. Titis,
iL is believeui, is the f'irst year iii whiehi
potatees of te Rarly Rose variety ]lave
been taken te market by te canal-boat
Ioad. Titis sort lias proved net ofly very
early, but of good quaiity for vitter use,
anti a nood cropper; and iL is quotedl nt
titis ime, iii tite New York nmnrket, about
20 per cent liiter tirnn te Peachblow.
Beps have hecît a moderato crop; bit,
prices, owing te tue faiilure of tue crop
in Engiand, have reached tory iigli
fîgues. There bas aise been a vory
marked advaîîce in wooi,1 owinig to tueý
consomiption causedl by te Franco-Ger-
matn war; but it is feared titat tue risc
iii prices was tee late to bo of mucli bene-
fit te Amuericani fararers.

The atinuai cattie show ane. fair of tite
society, iîeld titis year at te city of
-Albany, wvas a marked success, audi tite
exhibition as a wvlole lias nover been sur-
passed in tho ltistory of tue Society.

1t te cattie departint, besicles the
usual excellent shtow of Short lieras and
Devonts, ami( a larger turn eut of Huere.
fords titan for some years previeus, titere
was atn exhibition of .Ayrshires frir su-
perior Io aîîy ever before broughit tegether
ini titis state. In titis chass, comlpetitiett ex-
teuded beyend the iimits of otr own stite,
and soute of the best animali, siiown wero
f'rei Canada and New England. The
gela of te ciass ivas te bull Mars,
shown by Mr. John L. Gibb, of Qîtebec,
rvhile Messrs. Thempson, of Ontario,

andc Birilie, of ?asîcists iowed
bords of great incri:., atnd carried offit
number of prizes. lit Jerseys, titere ivas
itot enly tite largest eîttry ait aîîy of otîr
fairs, buît sito iigiest qtiity and te
ciosest competitiaîî. 0f grade cati le te
ttittber l7ns, as îtSîai smali ; antd wile it
must lie regtretteul dti1. titis p ractieîîîîy
Most important of aili tue catie classes
sltouid be su e ngre nt otîr ctale fitirs, iL
is a satisfaîction te kttow lit iL i4 gîîitiîîg
ait oui, ceîtnty and local exibitionîs,
slîOittilg titat teo state is reaily deriviîîg
direct antd substantiîii beiteit froin te
efforts for vitici tue statu ef New York
lias se lonîg beeti distiîtguisied-to un-
prove olir cattia by tite introductiont of
putre biood.

The cîîtry efhiorses ras pet large, but
tue quali-y of tue nniînas on edjlibitioti
lias seidloul, if ever, becît equailed nt aîîy
of our shows. Titis is cspecialiy truc of
tite roî:dster ciass, %VItici iîiciîded a large
plroportiont of antimais of tue Ilimlie-
toîtian aîtd otiter straîns ef te Ilessetîger
bleood, as w~ell as xnnny dcrived freont
otiter valuathie fanuilies. lit titis depart-
ment the show of hi-ecdiit stock %vas
larger titan tuat of iîarîîess horses, and
tite studs of most of te entmient breeders
in tue% stato wvero roprcsoîîtcd.

In ail the otiter classes of live stock,
Luec wvas a gooci shîow, cspeciaiiy of
iong-woolicd siîeep, and of Essex ntd
B3erkshtire pigs.

In te departmetit of farm produice,
tîte exhibition was quite equni tu fermer
years; and, notivitlistaindlii the unpro-
pitiotis season, te showe of fruit %vas
very respectable. In te vegetablo btail,
Messrs. Reisig & 11exanier, of New
Castie, sitowed tbree ltundred antd cg
teen varieties of potatoes, an exitibitio
aimost unique and for wili te execu-
tvo committee awardcd the large silver

medai of te society. Thte cemmittee
desires aise te nciiowledge te spirited
efforts of Lte exîtibitors iii tie classes of
fruits anti flowers, ini nul of tua success of
t!hat part of the exiiibitioni, td espcciaily
of Messrs. Brîgg,,s & Brotîter, Jas. Vicks,
C. IV. Crosman, anti Eibvanger & Barry,
of Rochtester, and Louis eienand of
Alhany.

The show in te departnient of ana-
ciîinery and farin itapiements was stated
by tîte vice-president it charge te ho
superier iii many respects te that of aîîy
lirevieus year. Tue iîîterest *n this lart
of te fair and the extent of te exibi-
tien continue steadiiy te iîtcrase, aîlt(]
the improvement from ye:îr te yenr lu
te design nnd construction of te ini-

plument show is eviflent Le the most
careless observer. Tte machinery shown
la operation forasnseef the most iii-
teresting featîtres ef tite sc'ciety's aunuai
exhtibitions, aaîd titis departmnt is net
enly amnong te niost popuiar, but eue of
the most useful lu the show, wiie, it is

mneost gi-litifyiîîg te tue ollicers of te
society, as .1ît evidetîce of îîpprcciatieti of
teoir Pfferts il-id of contfidentce ii titeir

impaîrtiaîlityr, Le ineet lierme yeaît afteryear
te icadiîîg impieieit rý'iluflietutis of
te ceîstttr, eitte iii persoit or repro-

scnted hy a nMost respectable nd inteili-
gentt ciasa of agents. lit tItis departntctt,
titamks are especiaily (lie te Messrs.
Towttsentd & Jaîcksont, of Albany, %vite
fiîrtislted, ns teir subscriptiea te Lte ex-
petnses of tue fitir, te etîgitte nd ail te
Iitte staftitg aîtd pultieys for dtriviitg te
maclîiuery sitewt in eperaLioni and te
1%r II. R. 1'iersoîî, residemît director of
te .New York Ceuntral antd Hudson

River Raiiread Comnpanty, wito grnted
te îtse oif a locomotive beiler for tue
ane pur pos. Mo-ssrs. 'Tht)v:asend&
Jacksott's ettginc, theugi eîttireiy new,
perforuîei admirabiy front te start, and
%vas muci ndmnired.

'1'The ceunty and Lown societies continue
prospereus, and tîteir reports la munty
cases give, gratifyinr, evidence of progres
anid iinprevemettt. "Aiost ail aippear te
be sîtstniied nd weii mnaîîaged. Tîte
American Dairyman's Association, whticlî
itoids ils anîtua i meeting nt Utica, cont-
tittlles te do a gooui work iii diffusimîg
more correct andi scientifie knoîvicdge of
te bratîcli of agricîtttre in whiici its

nienabers are engtiged ; andi te New
York Dairyqticît's Associatieut),,:tahlisied
witii te yeaîr, anti whiicî itelîl iLs first
mleetintg ait Little Falls iii Jattitry, pro-
mnises te labour with equai energy atît
effmcieitcy itt tite saine field. Thte trans-
actions of te lutter association, nd aise
of tue Amncricatt Fisit Cuiturists' Associa-
Lieot, nt witoso recoin meeting at Albanîy
very vatitable pipers were presentetl, %,ill
probabiy ha embudied imt te Tratisactiotis
of titis Society.

Thse exeutive cmittec are grateful
tiat titey cait report te statu free frein
epizeotie diseases ilîurit.g te tnost of the
year, a fiict for whiiciî titere is tlke more
cause for gr~atitutde silice tue foi-mer laîw
for te preveîtiomt of te inttroduction
anti &prend of ceutalgieus cliseases of
.inimsis expired in Aprii, 1871, by )imi-
taLion, and the staîte legisiature of tat
year refused tu enact any iaw for the
protection of tue iterds of te state. Thte
foot aie. atoti diseuse, tite prevaience ef
wlîiclt during the~ seaisoît of 1870 exciteil
manîttarm, and whicli, it was feaired,
wotifi break otît ancw in tue spriing ef
1871, secins te htave disappe:îretl enLirely;
amui fortinateiy,~ the eitactuients wiiich
]lave beeît itînde' by otiier stittes, hotu
east anti iest, operate te afflord a partial,
buît most i-eful, protection te te statu of
New York argainst te introductiona of
diserise.

0f diseases ttot epizootie, tîtere have
been two oîtt-breaks durâtg teyaro
sufficient importance te reqîtire examina-
tien by te socicty. la Juiy last, ver-


