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REPORTS ON THE PRESENT COX-
DITION AND PROSPECTS OF
THE FIELD CROI'S AND OR-
CHARDS IN NOVA SCOTIA.

ANNATPOLIS COUNTY.
FROM COL, W, K. STARRATT, PARADISS.

Kaple Grove, Paradise,
June 27th, 1879.

DEear Sin,—In answer {o your en-
quiries respecting erops in this district, I
may say thut we have had an early spring
~—the cattle being pat to pastare fully two
weeks earlier than usual.

Fruit trees bloomed foirly, giving at
the present writing a prospect of unly an
avernge crop,—Nonpariel and Pippin very
good, other varieties being very mnuch
under the avemge, Plums very scarce,

Thero has been a large avea of wheat
gown from secd purchesed in the Upper
Provinces, which is looking finely and
gives promise of a good yield.

Corn but little planted, and that very
hackward, owing to cold weather of May
and June.—DPotatoes on light soil came
up woll, and the wann weather of thie
Inst fow days is giving them a good atart
~—thdse planted on hLeavy soil rotted in
ground.—Grass on rich uplands, as well
as on the marshes, good : but old ficlds
are light.—Oats and barley were some-
what injured by the cut-worm, but are
now getiing betler rvot and making rapid
growih,

The cheeso factories are receiving a
Iarge quantity of miik, and dairymen are
looking forward to better prices under tho
new N. P.

PROM AVABD LONGLEY, ¥5Q., M. P.
FParadise, June 27th, 1870.

DEesr Sig,—In reply to your enquiry
about farm crops in this district, I would
say,—that grass looks well, and the
chances are greatly in favour of at least
an average crop of hay. Gmin of all
descriptions looks well, and there is a
greater area than usual sown this season.
Indian corn came up pretty well, but its
growth has been very slow for the last
fortnight, in consequence of the cold
weather.  On the whole the prospect of
the corn crop cannot b pronounced pro-
mising, but a fortnight’s warm weather
would work & surprising change in its
favour. Potatoes, turnips, mangolds, car-
ruts, &c., look very well.

Fruit.—The chances are in favour of a
light apple crop, There was a fair show
of blossorg, but the fruit has not set well.
Taodecd, in many cases where the trees
wero full of blossoms, there ia now no ap-
Pearance of fruit.

In viaw of the unparalleled apple crop
of last year, it would be surprising if we
had even an average crop this ycar.

|

Of pears, plums, chevries, &c., 1 can-
not speak very dofinitely, but pmbably
the yield of these will be about the aver
nge. Speaking generally, the country
looks well, and the hustandman has fuir
promise of reasonable veturns for_ his
laboar., I am glud to ssy the farmer is
becoming more and more alive to tiie im-
portance and honor of his ealling, and o
gonem] determination is prevalont to grow
more wheat, and, if this is carricd out it
will ensure better cultivation, ond betier
and more abandant crops genemlly. Al
classes aro taking commmendable intorest
in the {urthcuming Provincinl Exhibition
to be held in Halifax, in October noxt,
and probably the Provincinl Exhibition
of 1879 will surpass any over beld in the
Provinee.

FROX REV. W, M. GODFREY, ST. CLEMENTS.
St. Clements, June, 1870.

Dear Sig,—Your note of enquiry,
June 23rd, reached mo only on Thursduny,
26th, giving mo but a very short time to
ascertain such agricultural intelligenco as
you desire.

Just now the farmers hopes are on the
rise, tho warm days, and the more neces-
sary warm nights, have come, and brought
with them the much wished for change
of weather, Junu 17th, 18th and 19th,
were remarkable for snow, frost and ice,
to the great injury of the spring crops.
Buckwhent was destroyed ; early beans
perished ; and potatoes cn mauy farms
were cut down,—while the corn secmed
2lmost boyond curs, turning yellow and
drooping ; but the change eame, and now
tho grass is rapidly recovering its usual
greenness,

Our applo cvop, however, has inex-
pectedly bean bencfitted by the cold—
which destroyed insects and tho eggs in
Inrge quantities. So wv learnto put one
thing nguinst another, and keep up our
hopes.—Wild fruits will he very searce.
The stmwberries few, small and sour;
raspherries generally are damaged ; and
the blue, or bleberry, is alrendy pro-
nounced a failure. ‘The cherrivs also, for
which Bear River is famous, will also be
this senson very few. Indeed, in nany
localities,the biting east wind has withered
the Jeaves off the trees.  Yet, notwith-
standing these losses, our prospects are
fair.  Winter wheat presents a goodi dark
green color and stocky growth, which is
alwaya a hopeful sign ; and I think our
farmers will increase that crop in future
years. Cats spring up thick and strong,
and promise a goud harvest. Of barley
we can say butlittle at present, not much
yel sowed. Potatoes generally look well,
especially those planted in April or May,
the Iater kinds do not give much pro-
mise as yet; indeed, in some fields they
have perished entirely, and tho farmers
are sowing turnips instead.

Gonerally speaking, onr wholo erop is
much later than usual ; unfortunately wo
contrast it with that of 1878, und begin
to grumble beeause the present is not
quite as good as the former. Tho curnnt
worn and the squash bug have caten up
almost overy plant with which they camo
in contact, and ars able now to withstand
heligbore, while pepper, or pamfline oil.
We have not yet tried Paris green, being
afmid the remedy wonld be worso in un-
skilled hands than the discase,

Our farmers ure mising young cattle
this senson, having slowly learned there
will bo o greater demand and a better
price hevenfter for all the good stock they
o raise, AL present all stock rules very
low, except houmses, fur which Anuapolis
has long been noted,  Youag lumbs scld
fur two dollars.  Veal is very scarce, and
cows fluctuate in price, from seventeen to
twenty-fivo dollars cach, Possibly the
Exhibition at Halifax, and at home, may
exercise a wholesome influence over purse,
property and man.  May it come soon.

YROM GEO., WHITZAN, ESQ., ROUND HILL.

Round Hill, June 28th, 1879.

Dear Sin,—Your letter of the 23rd
inst., wos duly received. The prospects
for field crops as a whole are good—the
wet and cold weather in May snade many
late planting and sowing, but the warm
weather the Jast week las brought on
vegetation rapidly, and grass, though late,
lovks well, and, with sufficient rain, hay
bids fuir to be an uvernge crop. Apples
give prumise of a better crop than was
expected, after the abundant erop of last
year ; in many ovchards the yicld will be
above the averoge. The apple erop is
ong of the mo¥t remunerative to the
farmers of Annapolis. Xast year upwards
of thirty thousand barrels were shipped
from here to England and Scotland, some
cargoes of which (that wero properly
packed and arrived sound) sold at fair
prices, especinlly when wo take into con-
sideration the depressed state of srade and
the enormous gquantity sent there from
the Upper Provinces and the United
States,

Gruin.—A larger area sown than.for
many years, especially wheat, and gives
prowsise of a fair yield. Corn is Inte,
owing to the cold weather the first port
of this month, and the late frost in some
districts injured the corn, beans, squashes,
pumpkins, &e. Some of our farmers
have planted small lots of sugar beets as
an experiment ; the soil appears w bo
well suited to their growth, thoy give pro-
mise of -being a valuable crop jor the
farmers in the Valley to maise, either to
feed to stock or sell to the sugar factory.

Potatoes.— A larger area planted than
last year, and look well.




