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word onhuman lips. * Men spoke from
God, being 'moved by the Holy Ghost.”
“Every Scripture, inspired of God, is
also profitable.” This is the burning
question of to-day. I once had acon-
versation with Dr. Wm. Taylor of New
York in his study on this subject, in
the course of which he said, “All these
things are apbswered in the question,
‘What think ye of Christ 2’ Is he God?
How does He treat the Scriptures ?”
Many tell us that the thought is in-
spired, but the words are not, but mark
how God spcaks. Does He say. 1
have put my thoughts into your mind?™

talk of inspiration, and talk of it the
more, the less their theories leave us of
aughi to which without a blush ordin-
ary mortals can attach the term. Yes,
we find many people ready to admit
that the Bible is inspired, but when we
ask to what extent it is inspired, and
what it is ithat the Bible actvally gives
us, itis them that the value of this
much calumniated phrase is scen. Men
may juggle with the words “'pl'cnnry in-
spiration” but the words “verbal inspi-
ration™ defy their every art. They form
a touchstone. Their acceptauce is the
sign of a standing, their rejection tbe
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- a falli ith.»
No, but, *“Ihave put my words in thy token of a falling faith

3 mouth.” Which is the harder for God II.  Magk uow Gou treaTs His WORD.
3 to do? to put thoughts in 2 man’s A great many critics are quibbling
i mind or words in 2 man’s mouth? He  and nibbling at the word. They don’t
.’\“ who could do the one could surely do feel like Jeremiah. No one could
:'- the other. Is this verbal inspiration? imagine Trofessor Briggs crying, “I

—divine words put into man’s mouth.
What is it, if it is not 2 Call it mcchan-
ical, absurd, fcolish, anything you
please, this is the divine declaration.
and the folly of God is wiser than men.
As another has said, “We confess that
there is acertain seeming clumsiness
about the phrase ‘‘verbal inspiration.”
It uppears to combdine something me-
chanical in the free and living action
of the Spirit of God. But cven were
this so, the phrase is invaluable. It is
a resting place for a faith which clse
must. fly to and fro over a dark and
heaving seax of speculation. No one
has ever rcad the Bible and failed o feel
that God speaks in that book as in
no other. Almost all confess that in
some way or cther the Bible is divine.
(,:r'itics high and low, cautious and wild,

cannot speak. I am a little child.”
They scem {it to settle everything. In
reading G. A, Smith’s volumes one feels
—what a pity this clever young man
was mot at the elbow of the writers of
the book ealled Isaiah. If the redaction
had only been done by him it would
have been put before us in something
like decent order. And he is by no
means the most confident. There arc
many prepared to tell you when one
writer put in his little bit and another
his. They will shew why this part
should be cut out and why that. They
will prove, 1o their own complete satis-
faction, why this must contradict that.
They wili tell you that the record is
full of mistakes, though strangely
ecnough they have never prepared a list
of them.




