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word on iluman lipe. "'Men spoke froni
God, belng znaoved by the Holy Ghost."
"Every Beripture, tnsplred of God, is
also profitable." This is the burning
question o! to-day. I once had a con-
versation with Dr. Wm. Taylor o! New
York in bils study on this subjeet, iu
the course of which lie said, "lAll these
tbln.g*i are answered ini the question,
6What think ye o! Christ?' Is he God?
How aoes Re treat the Serîptures ?"1

Many tell us that the thouglit is in-
spired, but the words are not but nîark
how God spealis. Docs He sa-y. -Il
have put my thoughte into your miucl*V'
No, but, *1 ha-ve put my words in thy
mouth."1 Whieh la -the harder !or God
to do? to put thouglits in a mnan's
mind or words in a man's xnouth ? Her
who could do the one couid surely do
the ot-her. Is this verbal inspiration"
-divine words put into man's Mouth.
What is it, if it is mot? Cali it inechan-
ical, absurd, !colleh, anything Nyou
please, this la the divine declaration.
and the folly of God is wviser than men.
As -another bas sald, "1We confess that
there Is zt certain seemlng elumsiness
about the phrase "verbal inspiration."
It appears to combine something me-
chaulcal In thie fee and living action
of the Spirit of God. But even were
this so, the phrase is inraluable. It is
a rcsting place for a faith whicli else
must fly to and fr0 over a dark- and
heaving sea o! speculation. No one.
lizs ever read the Bible and falied Io fcc'l
that God ispeaks ini that book as iii

no ?ther. Alnîost ail confeass that in
some way or ether the Bible Is di-tiue.
Critics bigh and Iocautious and wild,

talk of inspiration, and talL o! it the
more, the less their theories leave us o!
auglit to wvhich w'ithout a blush ordin-
aLry zuortals can attachi the term. Ye-s,
we find inany people ready to adinit
tliat the Bible is insýpired, but when we
ask to *what extent it L6 inspired, and
what it is that the Bible actvally gives
us, i b is then that V'ie value o! this
mucb calumniated phrase is seen. Mýen
may juggle wit-li the -words 'plenary in-
spiration"l but the wordsq -verbal insp>i-
ration" de!y their evcry art. They fori
a touelistoxe. Tlieir acceptaîce is thet
siga o! a standing, their rejection tbe
token of a f alllng faith."l
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A great inany crities are quibbling

aud nibbling at the word. They don't
feel like Jeremiali. No one could
imagine r-rofessor Briggs crylng, "I
cannot speak. I ami a little child."1
They screm fit to settie everything. In
reading G. A. Smith's volumes one fela
-whlat ,a pity this clever *young mian
was inot at the elbow o! the writers o!
the book qtalled Isaiax. If the redaction
hadl oul.y been, donc by hlmi it would.
have been put be!ore us in something
like decent order. And lie la by no
mens the mogt confident. There are
nxany preparcd to tell you whcn one
writer put iu bis little bit aud another
bis. Thc'y wvIU sbcw why thia part
shoultd le eut ont and why that. They
'will prove, to their owNn conîplete satis.
f;actioni, why, this musut contra*Iict the..
Tlxey Wv1i tell you téhat the record is
fll o! mistakes, though strangcly
4'moigli thry have never preparcd a lst
o! thein.


