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tveet The motto, do good because it is good, although high sounding, is one which
life mnay take the forrn of essential selfishness by drawing away our rninds to an

v'ed, independent, standard of right, instead of keeping the eye of love fixed uJ)of
very God as the erabodirnent of ail truc good. In offkring up our petitions, there-
)uld fore, wve shouId endeavor flot onIy to bring our desires into harrnony w'ith the

divine wiII, but also to make the divine wvill as much as possible tie motive
ility poiver to our requests. This, then, is the true eficacy of prayer, to change
,on- the ardent longing into sulent surrender, to strive after that disposition of
lege soul which will] enabie us to say, 1' Not as I will but as thou wilt; " for it is
No really the cultivation of this subrnissive spirit, this transference of man's wish
-ace into God's wvish, w'hich qualifies us to receive rich supplies of grace, just as

it is the Iack of it %-hich; prevents strearns of rnercy from flowing ini upon us.
uich Let us then endeavor to ask for blessings, flot because they are pleasing unto
ion us, but becauise we believe it is according to the ,ood pleasure of God to
t to bestow such blessings.
ave We should also bear in niind that prayer does flot stop at petition. It is
irse an univoithy view to suppose that wve should neyer raise our hearts to heaven,

kn t'xcept when we stand in need of some specific favor. MNany wvho corne into
on. the fold of Christ's king-dorn rernain in a perpetual state of spiritual infancy,
irce, by using prayer as a mere begging expedition to, tie throne of heavenly

of grace. They urge too mauch upon God and ivait too little upon E{im. It is
ery this spirit of unsubdued selfishness which ive should strive to eliniinate frorn
icai our lives. [t is our privilege as Christians, flot only to present ourselves
idi- beforu the Giver of ail good in the attitude of suppliants, but also to culti-
ict.: vate His divine conipanionship, and this should be one of the main objects
res. of oui prayers. Let it be our aim, then, to irnitate the spirit of our D.X »ne
feui Master, who ivas wont to retire iiuto lonely tops of mountains and deep)
esý shades of night, flot so mucli for the purpose of securing any defiriitive event
uic as frorn the inward longing after holy communion w'ith bis father. If we
nat would be conforrned into His bIessed image, we also mnust keep our hearts
ae constantly refreshed by divelling rnuch in the immediate presence of God,
arc flot so much for the sake of seeking favors as for the spiritual nourishrnent
oï to be derived frorn commzt-zing ivith so good and so gracious a Father. It is
fo: only by subjeciCing ourselves to such holy influence that we can reasonably
s,, expect to grow unto the nicasure of the stature of the fuilness of Christ.

ici

lei It is zhe soul's pTzrogative, its fate,

)TC Té shape the outward to its own estate.

IC If riglit itsteIf, then all arnund is %vell ;

.sz ~If wvrc'g, it Makc!S of ail ~V.ithout a biell.
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