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on account of some peculiar design
thav had been beautifully executed
and presented a fine piece of work
maaship., It was compared with orh
er kinds untll a collecetion for compar-
ison was (hought to be of passing in-
1erest. 1t is commenced, and the
method as of providing the stamps of
every nadion is stwdied ap, and our
scholar is familiar with every elass of
work known, and the manner in which
It is readered.

The business man assists his  chil
dren in arraunging the stamps they
secure from the grand-mother's lec-
wers, together with a small packet,
SeN IR auSWer 10 some adveriisement;
ana the rest he derives Zrom sueh an
hour spent, besides the satisfaetion of
pieasing the little ones, has its off
and each night the programme takes
place anell the pareat has found +hat
the stamps suggeest to hime aaany
tamgs that the younger members of
1he household do net \111i101'>:1':1:1(i. amd
ne i=taken up with their study, while
werpanically, he arranging thomn
for the youngsier.

The fever finds him a {it subjeet, and
for an hour each evening i whiled
nwa) in this occupation until oar de-
vatee is an acknowledged crank, and
Is'not ashamed of it, but begins a col-
lection of his own and soon legras 1 ie
nducement:s open to o stamp collect-
or wien he lias onee starved to colleet

The saturalisv fimis many subjees
illusirated on the stamps of various
countriesthat have their speeial inter-
ext for him, aud he begins prineipally
on this aceouny, And makes a speciad
sindy of these stamps and the various
atects fi;:\t they suggest.

Aalmost everyone can find some par-
dcular point in looking over g quan-
tity ui miseellancouns stamps that has
a peculiar interest for him, andl  Jdoy
this reason, vogedier with many oth.
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ers, Ccan we attribute thé steady in-
erease ol stamp colleciors the wor'yd
over. -

Le is & worthy indulgence., and only
when carried so far as to interiere
with yonr daily o:ligations is it to
Le considered time wasted or energy
lost, o “

OFFICIALLY SEALIDLD.

A few words regarding the *“Offic-
ially Sealed of 1859 tssue.”  There
arc many dealers still offering these
labels Jor sale to the philatelic pub-
lic. T have gcen o number of artieley,
botic pro-and con, in the philatelic
journals. but have failed to yet find
one giving all the facts and particu-
lars regarding this issue.  These lab
els (they cannot and should not justly
be ealied stamps) are manuiaectured
by Morrill Bros. of Fulton, N. Y., for
the coanvenience of coumry postmas-

ters. I copy the foilowing  from
their caialogue
sOifieially »ealed L' 3 some as

1his sample (gives illus i

els
ation) print-
Ui

ed on gwm paper, for sealing letrers
opencd Ly mistake. One of the many
little conviences that are always

handy 1o have in an offjce. ‘Ikices:
50 for 25 cents, 100 for 40 cenus, 250
for 55 vents, 500 for 73 cents, post-
paid.” It can he readily seen that
the profits, especialiy as many are
soid at Lens apivee. made by he
dealers who Dandle these labels is
i herd .
1 wrote to lmth the First and Thira
Assistant 'ostiaasier <Jenerals at
Washington, D. C.. enclosing one of
these labels in each leiter and they
cach replied that they had never heen
taquiliorized by their department. Con-
scquently T iail 10 sce how tmey ean
be called stamps, suekh as those isswed
Ly authovity from the Fost Oifice
Departmeat. . .
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