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PI.EASANT HOURS
\‘
Missionary Ri { these are names of the Falries, these “ Oh, these are Africa " i : B '
v Riddle. ye ese are Nt : . , S { an ants,” explained .
The and many more like them. for there are Johnny. Du Chaillu—he's a great 1}’:‘:} ?‘3 little grub, and if I fixed my
traveller, Uncle Dan—tells about them. ; o somebing that would net b

ridd]e vf;:ligim}s Telescope says that this
2 Lo#do S written in aid of the fund of
ealleq Onr;h missMnary society, and is
¢ win at account a missionary riddle.
folkg bé)tuy:zl‘f the prains of the young
he flisto'~lf it be looked for in one of
Tent, gt ricgl baoks of th, Old Testa-

» 1t may not be looked for in vain :

COg::\ zm]d commiserate

Hefpl who was blind,
Pless and desolate,
Ymd of a mind ;

%mloloss, deoeivin;! ; *
hough unbelieving,
)‘Frl:s tfrom all sin;
\ rtals adore

St'lll‘l T ignored ¢

Kinhe world T was in.

A g T:’to]pmv'q. (Caesar’s,
nd Tiglath Pileser’s
Y}i,'i;rthdnys are shown ;

A]]‘e men, astrologers,
M'are acknowledgers
) 1‘ne is unknown.

0:10 er had a father

It Mmother: or rather,

T had either,

. Alive at my birth.
L0dged in a palace

Hnr)tﬁd by maline”

T did not inherit..

By lneage, or merit,

Nuirseq A spot on the earth.

A ‘! among pagans. no one haptized

. : .

Shep?;gsﬂr T had, who ne'er eatnchised me!
ve me the pame to her hoart thaf

She gawas dearest ;-

nve me the place to her bosom Was
earest ;

But one ook of kindness
She cast on me never :
or a word in my blindness.

Colmhpard from her ever.

mpassed hy dangers.
othing could harm me,
Y foemen and strangers ;
f::ggxt could alarm me :

ed, T destroyed :

T blest, 1 allo,vﬁdy; )

?{)t a erown for a prince,

me had none of mv own 3
B q th(:, place of a king,

Rescued ' heter sar on o throee
28 o 51 warrior; baflled a plot *.
an?' T seemed not. seemed what T
b not,
evoted te slanghter,
All\dnﬂ'oe on my head,
ng’s Invely danghter
Thougn Watched on my hed :
rently she dressed me, fainting
She n:v!th fear,
r:’PP caressed me, nor wiped off 2

vever ar
lmmstonod my lips. though parch-
(Whatng and dry.

g{?:?;:] ??‘ blieht should pursue till
Was rich, T wasg neor !
I Twas rovalty cursed me,
T Yy N secret, T'm sure.
™ énnt' T die not, hut tell vou T mnst,
tgps have passed sinee T first turned
Thig o dust,
r;%md”x whenee 7 This squalour v
Sv v '8 splendonr !
F‘:t;a King or a silly pretender ?
'hom the mvstery
€D in my history.
as I a man ?
0 angel supernal ?
deman infernal ?
Solve it who can'!
AN tp THE RATN FAIRIES.
“ether, g, little Rain Tairies had mot to-
o an °r the carth was dry and dusty,
tr%mn he pretty bright flowers were
]'hi”sty B their heads, they were S0
v‘ve up § The Rain Fairies, you Know.
Ok 5o n those soft white clouds that
\)rthe" Bl;"oouy to us below, but on the
o ® they are hard and shining

h

‘;hat e%:e heard people say. have you not,
S0 th!‘y elond has a sitver lining ? Tt
g (pat 8lde that the Rain Fairies Hve,
Tatirey e, the most beautiful little
T\QY are that ever were seen, because
nh“i na always so busy and happy.
n“" \ ,.mps are pretty, ton, but not 1ike
“ﬂmxng hWhn,t mamma wonld think of

e '8 _her ttle girl Sttver, or Brieht.
Twiy o Merry, or Rose, Pk, Violat,

% o 0T ANy name like those ? T mean
! uame, to keap always And

v OF

crowds of the Trairies.

As I said, they all came together to see
what they should do. *“The earth is get-
{ing vory dary,” said Rright. “I heard
the Rebn last evening calling to us for
rain. e said that he could find hardly
dew enough to clear his voice for his part
in the birds’ moirning concert, and his
favourite poot is dryving up so fast that
there iz hardly water cnough for his
morning hath.”

«veg ' sighed little aitver, “and the
violet which s ™YV enerial ecare WS
drooping its head, ard when 1 kissed if,
ii had hardly atreneth to smile We
must do somethine.”

“«1 know ! eried Werrv, “When the
sun is se'ting to-nieht, wo will all take
our bhuckets, and we will run down the
sUn's ravs and dip un water from the
aepan. Tt wilt be such fun'! And then
to-morrow morning we will pour it ol
upon the earth, and how glad all the
green things will be ¥

And so, when the sun was sottine, they
all ran for their little buekets. and any-
one who was looking might have gean
lone rays let down from the sun when
he came near the oeramn. and down these
the Tairies trooped in long lines, crowds
and crowds of them, and they workoed so
busily that they filled al! the hollows nf
their clond-home to the brim with water,

«“Tha sun is drawing water,” said the
wizse ones. But it was not so at all: the
Tairies were drawing water.

Tittle Mivehicf «tand at the very edge
of the elond Jooking aver. sager to empty
her tinv pail of water at the first peep of
day. Frem where she stond she looked
directly down into the nest of the Rohin
family. Mrs. Robin was very tired, for
her family was always hungry, and the
nice fat earthworms had all gone arrn
into the ground, heeause It was 50 Adrv on
top: so she had tn work hard to feed all
her growing children that day. So Mrs.
Tohin slent coundly till one of hor chil-
dren woke and eried, This little one had
heen greedy, and had snatched a nice
plump white worm that was meant for a
weaker and younger hrother, so NOW he
had tad dreams and could not sleep.
—-J. W. Dree.
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A LIVING BRIDGE.
Py KATE TAMITTON.

Tohnny's elbew rogted on the tahle, his
hana supparted hig head, and he was
huried, mentally, in the onon hank hefore
rim. Unele Dan eat hefore the open fire,
1ejemrnly fitting 2 new handle intn his
and - glaneing cceasionally - af
or through the window intn the
atreot.  His thoughts wandered with his
eves, A man passed bv on the onpnrsite
side of the gtreet, and TTnele Dan gmited,
14m|f mmplanonﬂv, half mnh’mnfummlv,
ng hn rrengnized in the hent fienre a MAN
wha worked by his side in the great
agrienitural shops. « Tip Prent is haek
w the shon arain, hnt he won't keen his
nlace 1ong.” he mused, ¢ TTe thinks he
a, but he won’t nass them sa-
he'lt he Arnnk once
gont off for eond,
a hig diteh that
to first or last

mnltet
Johnny,

loong many woeeks till
more, ane {then hp‘n Dhe
His likin' for liguor is
he’ll he sure to tnmble in
and thon he will he hangin’ round the
enloons the same old way he was hefore.
and his bov will be out of schonl fm'rn
more., That’s a nice enongh boy of Tim ?
too, if he had half a chance. Why can’t
the man take care of him as 1 do of
Johnny ? 1t takes Johnny to get ah.oad‘
with his gtudies, though ! He just drives

into things.” ‘
The old man 1noked pmnrﬂv nt.tho
pav's howed head and earnest  faee.
« What are You studyin’ into now,

Johnny ?” he asked, not breanse he ex-
m('fn(‘.. to neh entightened hy the
ancwor———]nhnny‘s studies were usually a
gterv to him— but becaunse it was such

m {o be awed bY the hoy’s

a f.:rmiﬁcation

learning.

« Ants” gald Johnny. «“mhe tencher

to Jearn what we mnlr\l nh%ut
and the wondorful things they ao.
t’?xeqrtn tq}?lrlxk Uncle Dan, of ants that
march in lon= columns, have omcers; dig
junnris so that-they can male thelr jour-
nevs under ground, and Kkeep out of the
hchf of the snn, attack men—-
« 1 pever came across any an
rind,” 1njornoeﬁnd the old man.

wanted us

ta of that
rather

donbhnily.

But the queerest thing they do--our
teacher told us that, and I was trying to
hunt it up-—is to make bridges of them-
selves. When they came to a stream a
number of them hang on to each other
with their claws until they form a cable
leng enongh to reach from a tree or bush
on one side of the strram to one on the
op_pﬂsite side, and so they make a living
pridge on which the whole regiment can
cross in safety. The teacher said that if
human beings would sometimes try to be
living bridges, aud help other people
over hard places, there would be—"
Johnny's eves went down to his book
again, ard the Inet words of the sentence
came dreanily a‘ter a long pause—* more
safe travelling.”

«1pPm 17 grunted Unele Dan, Tooking
into {he fire oner more, with his thmlghﬁ
going bhack to his wrak shopmate.

There was a long hour of silence :
Johuny was busy with his hok and
Tncle Dan with his thonghts, Then the
old man spoke hesitatingly :

“ Tohnny, mavb2 vou conld like Will
Brent wall enough to sort o heln him
along a bit—when you ste a chance?”

“ Why, T do.” answered Johnny, womn-
deringlyv. “T only hope that he can stay
in school.”

“T'yve heen thinking,” pursued Unele
Dan, “that if 1T kept watch of Jim-—
walkin’ with him to and from the shon,
mostly, and lendine a friendly hand now
and then—hie wouldn’t he so likely to zo
down ara‘n. We mieht have him ana
the boy here gnmetimes, and mebhe ma
and you conld be.a kind o' livin® bridge
for ’em. Johnny. 1 do reckon that's what
the Lord wanfs us to he.”

Johnny’s whale eager faee showed how
mueh he wanted to help his friend, but
all he said was:

« Now T knew what African ants were
made for.’—Forward.

THE, MUD HOUST.

It was a warm, sunny day in June,
when a wasp decided to build herself a
house. [Ifor seme time she had watchoed
her three cousing as they busily worked
on their own homes, but their ways did
net suit her.

On~ cousin was horing her nest in a
derayed fence-post; a geeond had hung
hers from a limb of a tree; while a third,
too lazy to do either the one or the other.
had taken poss~ssion of n dezerted anale-
worm’s ho'e in the grosnd, and was now
carryinz into this Lole n kieking green
caterpillar as foed for the voung ernh.

“ No,” thouecht ont w2sy, “ T ghall not
do as my cousins are foing, for T know T
ecan dn botter. I sapnnse my cousin in
the fence-poct thinks that she has chosen
a safe place for heraelf, But she did nnt
stop to think that in a thunder-shower
thot post mav he struck by lightning.
Then, toe. perhaps the farmer will tear
down thrse old rails and put up new
ones. [ chanldn’t wonder a bit if he aid,
for that wood is 80 rotten that it cannot
stand many more atrone winds.

“« Ny, soo the fonligmess of my tree-
+ Tt mayv he pleasant to have the
brecze ewipg bher huge naper nest, 1N
among those green leaves. but she had
hetter take eare 1 Dreevee sametimes he-
come hurricanes, there is the same danger
of being killed by Jehtnine, and it wonld
he just like one of thare horrid human

ecousin

" heines to cut down the tree itself .
3¢ nn wiger than the

Ny carth-cousin
athers, She may he trodden unon hy any
kind of animal that happens to come this
wav, or thosze dreadfnl erontures that live
jn the gronnd wi'l hare into her nect
and eat her Titt» eruh. The angle-worm
that owns that hole may come baerk and
drive her’out. TTaw anery he wonld he
to find that she had moved in without
even asking the price of the rent!

« Work en, mv anyieing, and run vour
risks ' I chall efther learn how to make
a lhiome where T enn live withnnt fear,
or T shall hnitd noane at all” and ghe
flew down fo 2 hroak to drinlk, and rested
a while, to think of a wav fo heelin her
task. JTust then she saw some anft elayv
at the edge of the water, and said to her-
gelf, .

« Now that elay wonld he exartly the
thing to use for the wnlls of a house,
Whep Ary, # wonld ha sp hard and firm
thet Bo conit gt through it to

str v Ui i
qtn}(‘k by lightning. or blown away, I
should be all right.
the very spot !
She had spied
spied a stone wall near by,
2;1:}g\11;?)r;niookmg more closely, found }21
stonﬁ\es. cr under one of the largest
. ;:::,1::812“? " maid she, “ The wallis
5o sfrong that no wind ef 1 ‘ k
an;\l] 80 solid that {t can;g? flzi‘ol\y’ ft over,
in}om ﬂivw hack to the broolk .Pathered
lema tiny ball as much wet ch;/ as she
could q‘carry, and hurried to the wall/
Here ;xe.stuck the mud to the stone an(i
. again to the brook for annther )1 d
) .mn her nest was done, a mm"g g(? ;
gpo(n( ffs?rr da grub bahy conld not ha.?;
been Omr:jr.p“'ll;hre mother wasp bmughi
mall eat arg and bugs s
'(‘;11?31111;1:0 t,h1e nest with thi b:!?vd ggf‘tl;:‘ai
e walened fro e
:‘r;ul(: have smnn?hinéntcgt:atlongq}?ap‘ o
1}1 sr',l(néhs;e;!tnog so that nothil:xg émleidn;ﬁ
, an d a i '
A DpY with w11at she had
f?r\\y;lday the consins paid her a visi
ho) at a‘smnvt cousin we have "’B "
t‘ . hut althoneh they praised | o
ane‘x b:\:m!]d not beliaye her‘ h(:flg o
habw ”;t:‘r or safer than theirs, anSl :;aﬁ
oy :\ftér ::‘ :\“so \]\;ell they werae satisﬁef{
all, n arm came to t -
nos ? '
hmltg(?ﬂrlltss&, the tree house, or ”‘292:1;(::10@5
» and all the wasp babies wére ?at

and strong.-—R :
The E'xallnlnor‘,lamjhe Elizabeth Wade, in

.ot me see—there in

“One, Two, Three.”
1 wao, ree.
And the w Y Who was ha]f'PKS{, thro
e ay they playeq t pree.
as beautiful to mee Ogether
She couldn’t go runn -
in
And the boy. no moregcf,‘;‘ﬂ, 'Elml')lnrz.
For he was a thin little talln e,
With a thin little twisted huee

They sat in the yellow sunlight
AOnt under the maple tree ’
nd the game that they played
Just as it was told to me.Iu tell you,

1t was hide and go seek they wer
Though you'd never ha{re fnzv%aﬁ"f'
be— °
With an old, o0ld, old, old lady,
And a boy with a twisted knee.

The bny wonld bend his face down
On his one little sounsd right knee.
And he’d guess where she was hidi}\g

Tn guesses One, Two, Three !
« you are in the china closet I
1Te weuld cry and lavgh with glee
It wasn't the china closet, '
But he still had Two and Thres,

« You are up in papa’s big bedroom
In the chest with the queer old ko'v "
And she said, “You are Warn{ ;
warmer,
But you're not quite right,” sald she

an:}

“ Tt ean’t he the little cupboard
Where mamma’s things used to b

S0 it must he the clothesnress o,‘-an,p' -
And he found her with his ;I‘;u-ee ma.

Then she covered her face with h
6 - ar

fingers—
They were wrinkled
Y oe and white and
And she guessed wher
Miding e the boy was

With a One and a Two and a Three

And they mever had sti
e irred from their
Right under the man!
T o et o e
And the boy with tha ]:\'n'”, Tittle 1
Thig dear, dear, dear old hd§ e kmee,
And the boy who was half-han three

A shepherd onee loft
a part of hiz sheen :x;‘.x?!': ggzdto wateh
others tn a fair. While there hrove the
about the flnek at home, and d[Adg foreot
turn until the third day. Tle at ot e
quired about the dog, No 0',,3'110“"“ tn-
him. “Then” said he, “T know a? % o
ia deac, for he is too falthtul mt 1at he
his charge.” He hurrled to the ¢ ‘degﬂ”
tound his dog iust able to eraw? old and
look of 1oy it crouched at his fh‘.f it a
mort \nmedlataly diad o ond Al



