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evidently fhow with what ease, on the one
kand, these general rules can be tormed,
or at Jeast be proved 1o human understand-
g 10 be correct and obligators; and at the
«ame tme a'so, un the other, how much
the apphcation ot them requires and pre-
somer? how carly, theretope, they may
be varwe isdy apphed 5 amd how necessanly

“work outa far more exceeding and eternal
woight of glory””  Funah the work by de-
stroying the body.  You can do no more

directions of a higher character, by mennu‘snge in the Bible is agreeable to reason, or,
of which, the true sense of our sacred in other words, that sound reason can find
Scriptures, ean, without error, ve mvesti-fno otlier senge in it than this, it ought not
ran have hastensd the pigrim home; yonjgated and percewved. ~ Tto be expected, that a man should acquiesce
?m\e placed lum betore the throne of fus Buy, betore entermyg into the actual dis! jn the interpretation.®

God, and crowned hun with victory.  Amd | eussion of the question, whonce hermencu-|  ‘The whole art then, and the whole duty
in the common althetions of e, the friend<f tics must denve there rules and directions ' of hermenentics, must consist stuply m
of God are safe; tor *all things work to-damd obtan these wds and marks to gde ! this, to explan with reason, that is, ta ex.

other for good ta them tnt loe® Inm |

the squurer, 1t may not Le ureless to dwell

platn m guch a anner as s agreeable tog

f’m’orlv brings heavenly richers aad re-ltor a momen® on a prefumnary observation,

tirmly m yor G,
A Friendsfup wah G
overy thing besde.

s reterence to that queston.
Lie friendslupwith: T'ne necessty o hermoncuties s un-

Liew; no diseontents with Provadenes, .\ll!u::r <iwered Nepptures not only can bewnter-
dirpenrations are sweet amt Weleame, [t preted an the grreatest varie!y of manner,
moattuned e the wisle worid of pature. sut oo that grom tune anmemorial they
I'he e shines pore bewroty, aid the tield=  have been o terpreted. AlE Chastia
ook more lovely, moconeegience of s seets, bothe these of agerent, and these of
umon with the sreat Author of ali. Beconsmodern times, have alwans nown bow to
cliation wath Good teconcges man even to explam sergpture v sueh . way, astoehen
deatl, and to another world.  Heaven s ther own partienler opmions s and siee
peapled with the tnends of those Who are {their opnnon < are otten contr ulirtory, some
reconcded to God; and hence they are of them must theretore tiwd there the oppo-
tanerht to regavd it ax therr Father's house, site views to those which meet the eyes of
and their hoiin, rothers,

. . Lot st be gupposed now, that each of
Biblical Literature.

chere sects anuounces s deternimation
lln woceed according 10 certam hermeneu-
1 i .

jueal roles. Although, dend, this would

l

sroach, the honour that com sh trom God the unmediate purport of wanch i mdeed | wineh the soul of man muat always govern
I'he storm m ke vou tee) yoar retage s and Joaly to place the necesaty of s pnrlu-u-; g -t in torming it thoughts and (-.,,"-p{,.
the rocking tempest mthes you roest yonr- e scenee i a clearer byt but whiely ot gons, m conveymg i1s conceptions o oth-
relven, hike the teeen of the loresly, more the sune fme, nEy goe most of the resnllepr._" and m recenmy those which others

the st prodiace varety ol terpretation,
~Dr. G.J. Plunck.
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those general laws of nature, a~cordinyr to!

{oémplm.

~ vy an e v e
communicale; of, i vther words, al oyl paltyaan's nareurLg’’

Jirrmeneuties ean be  nethmg else thing Totke Eor of the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine,
It hemonizes the sond donbtedly shown m the strongest Lyeli ¢

with wdl tht ot s o do, 6 ls e emne trom the tact whiel experence attests, b gy of Sepiptire.

wrsoplusticated logie apphed to the eaplana-}  "I'ie jollowmy partieulirs re pectimg thay

truly escellent yoany woman,  Ehzbeth
Walibrudge, were cotlected iy the winter
tor the purpese of wewlental notice in a
briet siemsr ul her brother, Rohwrt Walls
bridie, who has recently goue to jom lus
devated wister an o better world s but s
they were tound buth too o aml oo -
terestiyr Lo oceupy such o pesition natuce-
ally, they are hers presented i the jorm of
xEeprate nuratne, Any thir new an
reterence to “the Darvman’s Danghter ™
nust needs be a ntter of mtepest to the
rehgious  publie, seemg the mtellgent
Chrestians from all parts ot the world, on
her acconnty come to the 1-leot Wieht, and
repur to Arreton aml visewimre with all
that mtensity of teehnr whoh < awakened

§t is unnecessary now to prove thia, But
the clearer ot 13 pliced before our eyer, and
placed betore them as iweontrovertibly teue,
the more natural does the question become,
~whether such laws ol mterpretation, agree-
sble to reason, do really offer themsehes,
and whether trom the general natural laws
of thinksng, such prinesples can be drawn,
the teuth, correetnoss, and applicabdity of
wliteh, eon geunerally be pereened.

Judmin:e trom eapersence, as already sug-
wested, st would seem scarcely possible
hat such prnciples ean existy or el~e ex.
tremely ditficult todisvover them; for other-
wise, how could opinons, so numerour, so
diversttied, and even i part so contradec.

BIBLIC AL INTLRPRITATION vatlord no favourable presentanent respect-

The last branch of knowledge which be-
Jongs to the study of exegetical theology,
may very suitably be distmgemished by the
appropriate bupe ot Hermeneuties?  The
terin Lxegesis,d taken in a lunited sense,
has been apphied toat, and such auapplica-
tion of the word may easily be justified,
sinee, according to the use of language, the
very same thing may be suenitied both by
bermeneutics aud exegesie. It may, how.
ever, stll more eaxaily be shown, that i the
distribution o1 the varous partsof theologry,
a distinction between these two shonld be
vhserved ; or, that there are reasons for
considenng her- mencitics as one spocies

ol learmmnyg, which wideed belongs to a!

course of eacgetsical study, and s subor-
dinate to exegesis,

In order to place this beyond the reach of
doubt, 1t 18 only necessary to develope with
accuracy the sdea wlhich thetenin eapresses,
and to set m a clear lght the object to
which 1t 18 particulurly devoted.

The general design of exegetical study,
it 18 plairy 15 suuply tnz; to place us m
such a situation, that we may be able to
use the sacred Senplures, wherem the di-
vinetruths of aur relynon must he contamed,
as the very sources of those truths, and
from them derive our knowledge.  Now,
after satisiyune oursehes, first ot ally re.
specting their genumetess, their mearrupt-
ness, and thewr ongn, the very next con-
dition which 1s required to understand and

properly to use those wrtings, is, to be.’

come acquamied with the languages m
which they were composed, A previous

study of sacred philulogy 1s therefore neces.:

sary, aithough it 1¢ exxy to see, and sull
more sotoexpenience, that ths alone i1s not
enotgh to embie nus thoroughly to attamn
thedesign in view. Knowledge of the lan-
guages does mdeed appear to lead to it
ware nearly than any cther.  In fact, it s
of itzell suflicient, 1 many cases, to nmake
us acquainted with the true sense of those
wntigs, but not so o all, tor there are
very many it wlich somethmg else is re.
quired.

It 1s posmible, whistever writing we may
be examining, very oiien to snderstand all
the words by which n entiment 1s express.
¢d, while, at the same time, we are unable
1o discover any micilmble sense m them.
And yet oftener may we understaud ali
the words of a senteuce, and still not be
certain of the wnter’s meaning, hecause
lis words may adimt of various siguitica-
tions, and, when takeu together, may give
several different wen<es.  Consequently,
certar rules, directions, and marks are
necessary, to enable us to ascertamn and
define what sense the author of a aritiny
connected with the expressions wlich he
sclocted, for tlus alone can Le the true
sensc of the writing.

It 1 this which makes hermencutics a
distinet branch of learning, and thus a par-

ticular part of exegetical study; for 1t ie

this which makes it obli 10 tind out, | his declarations must be.
enmine,mdapplyxho:g:m ,ﬂ,,mmmmmmli, that
nooe

“ing the contident  rehance which ought Seriptures ! 11 true hermeneuties must de-
-to be placed w them, yet it would be e jis principles only from the rreneral
strong proot of the absolute necessity ol Jayww of thinhing, or, m a word, irom lexc,

cextabhishing such rules as o toundation 04 hermeneuttes can be but one for all per-

tory, be deduced by interpretation from taed my others by the surht o oo ts conuected

with elisascal antugony. Hut wint s here
waitten will be found to Fe more especially
mterestinge to those wio chensh the most

act upon. For whoever as not constiou-
of having conducted Ins mterpretations
taccordmy to such rules, cannot certainiy
“think of attempting to defend or W op-
cpose¢ the correetness of an exposition.
i Now, there is not a single one ol these
“rocts withng to confess, that they have w-
terpreted, m a merely arlitrary wannern
and consequently every oue of them does,:
by this very crrcumstance, allow the neces-
ity of hermeneutics, but at the rame tune:
also, every one of them shows very plamly
twhat sort of hermencutics is necessary, or
what kind of rules vught to be estubhshed,
tm order to he useful.

We ought, in one word, to have such
rules as bath can and must be regarded,
+aenerally, as true and binding.  So longras
:such prinesples are apphed aa are aduntted
thy one party only, and rejected by others,
it 18 unpossible to umite inthe true meaning
ot Scripture, because 1 is impossible jor
the one party to convince the other of the
“truth of thewr mterpretations, or 1o rhow
the falschood of the apposie.  But while
‘s has always been atempted by each,
oven from the earhest pericdes, each has
also mantamed, that its own Jaws of miter-
pretatum are of sueh a nature, that they
ought to be admitted by every one, for on
o other supposition could a wish to walke
the attempt occur to any one’s mind.  Ou
other grounds alsa, we know that each party
< satistied of this. Bach, therefore, does
“certamly receive it as an aviony, that there
are rules of interpretation, which are to be
'wenerally admitted as true, and that inerely
“these and none others ought to be prescnib-
-ed a= hermeneutics.

« Tt mught be foreseen, alsa, that it must
+be very possible to deceive one’s seif, either
v ascertaining these rules, or in trasting
too mwuch to their generally connecting
power, ur even in the apphication of them;
tfor, if tue were not the case, inquirers
twould not have been able to discover such
‘vanwus and conflicung views i the Bible.
“The true reason of this is inmmedintely per-
ceived, as soon as the source is nawed
from wluch thege rules must be drawn, and
*fram which alone they can be drawn. This
tsource need no longer be sought for; foras
tso0on as it is admitted, that the rules must
e <o framed that they can be regarded as
generally true and biuding, only one can
“powsibly be recognised.

n 2 word, that which alone must be gen-
_erally respected, and the authority of which
must be generally acknowledged, is pure
“reason ; go that it is this alone from which
Thermeneutics can receive its directions, and
borrow the respect which it requires. This

rinciple must the more necexsarily be al-
owed, as #o0n ak we come o ¢
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devout and gratetul rejowres on account
ol the good which t has pie 3 God 1o ac-

complizhin the earihy by th 1 torm oot Chris-
hermenenties, wonld necessanly sind caly by wineh s catled « Meothadimm,” but
one and thesume sensgemtiue Scrpture,orit! who may not have hed Loy mach “the
is clear that they could not condact theis! paryinan’s Danghter ** was indebted to it
operations accorbng to the sane Yaws.djor all that “scasonmg pver™ wiieh has
Thus appears to be undemable, and there-finade her a blewang to = mmny, aud that
fore 1t 1 at least no Iessso,that these rules i so many nations.*
vt a reasunable hermeneuties, winch aret  Blizabeth Wallbesdeo v o< o native of the
anversally recognised as the true and onlyy Jsle of Wrght.  Her porent-, who were al-
correct rules, are not very reidi ) UNCOV wavs commendable jur ”u"l‘m'\hdi?y‘ were
ctable ; elee, they would not hae been so)pdebted to ther daughter tor the know-
arious as they must have been, it wenay ledze of the way of salvition by fath in
judge from the varety of mterpretatons) Jesus Christe Her tather survived her
which have resulted.  Yet the phenomenabipany vears.  Ie came to resde at New-
on which this conclusion has been toundedy porty where he became a memlber of the
undoubtedly do vtten anse troma cau-e al-t chureh of which that distivrwrshed mumster,
together duferent from tlus dutheudts. fthe Rev. Mr. Pvermon, was the Pastor,
The vanety ot mterpretations an Lmethods | An account of hin was published by Mr.
of interpreting, which, m varous age~ have} f'yerman, in a well-writien traet, a httle
gratified the tancy, vrgnnated ysuch lesélbefore he sadded on lus Mission tothe South
trequently trom vanicty the principies of} Sea lslauds.
mterpretation themselves, tha fren thel  Elizabeth was born at Hale Commeon, in
various application whigh wis made offthe parish of Arreton, in the »ame cottage
them. 'There have, uadonbtedly, been m-{iwhence her ]mm)y spirit took jts fhght to
terpreters, who were guided by priaciples paradise.  he had five brothers and sisters,
enttrely false and unreasonable, and there-! Robert was the eldest, and survived them
fore therr expositions bear on the very faceinll. e died at Newport, Fobruary 25th,
ot them the character ot falsehund so re-1 1837, much respected tor his Christian
markably, that the sound umlerstandingicharacter, and having been more than forty
perceives it at the tirst look; but sty inostivears a local preacher in comnearn witi
mterpreters, or certamly the greater num-lihe Wesleyan Methodists.  leaving her
ber, procesded upon prmeiples aliogeiher|parents at” an ecarly age, Bhuabeth lived
correct, aud differing trom each other onlyimany vears as a servant in respectable
 the application vt thew, for winch iy { familiess and, having qood wages, xflm W
qualitications are requaite, which are notienabled to lay by a littje money against the
so eastly tound v conmecion, becase theyi¥ime of nced. ~ But notwithstanding thi3
cannot be brought together without difi-{ymportant testimony in favour of her pru-
culty. ' deuce and cconomy, yet, according to the
Tlus w1l show atself i tie clearest hightyy concurrmg statemeunts of all who knew her,
when some of these princynes ot nterpre-|-he was plainly far from righteousness.
tation themselses are developed, which' Being naturally cheerful and tatkative, giv-
simple reason preseribes to heraeneutics | on to jevity, and rather waty, she diwrected
or which tius alone denves from unsoplus- her ridiwcule and sarcasm with conziderable
ticated logic. Thes developeent willmost | force agamat those who maniested any
- - :scrmns concern for the salvation of therr
* 1 have eadeavonred to expross the nythor's mean- - souls.  The pride of her heart was likewise
ing, without confiug sl «losely ;.,.3:#-::::3‘:; ‘manifested in her great fondness for dress.
l'}:};;,'::“;..‘.lf::,':;n'."::,.:c:. tho corprciurs of ts ro-1 At the tine when it pleased God u:uly 10
mark 1» undeazable, as, truth must mnhe tx appeal ol gwaken her to a sense of the vast impor-
tance of eternal thiugs, and the necessity

this pranaiple.  “Chis 15 the fosrdaton uta{chumrin'. Al
t t De agre=able to pureresron, althoughmany A X .
aro far removes from the gr:sp of hanied 1eas0u -mchiof caring for her deathless soul, she was
wan is able soappropriate W hati tvr truths aca tejects ]i\’ill{_f at Souﬁxmnpmn, as a servant in the
ed by the understavdiag, ate rejected frot fgnorance R— Tamily. The Mcthodists had at that
or prejudica. \ d Ve - - S
‘!'xf;::o the “ordfof God ."(uga l‘!‘ookﬂl'. ;-bcm’!: foltime no ch:\pel in that town, bl:lt worsh]lp-
roepect of that eud for whuck God ordained at, perfect, R 1. . at
en‘;ﬁlf and absolute 1n itseif, we do not add rexson as a ped ina moi"‘ “h:c}' bﬁ"(l’({' mreanéo‘\'ﬂtli::‘;l
supplement of any muim or drfeet thervan  but as 2 ne- | pUrpose l!} angver-gut _mgs,
was supplied once 2 fortnight by the Tra-
velling £’reachers from the Portsmouth Cir-
cuit. In the year 1795 the Rev. Messrs.
Algar, Deverell, Crabb, Jones, and Brook-

sony, as s the case with lozie and res-on,
But then, all persons, by applying thus one

cowary instrument, without which we could uotreap by
the scripture’e perfection that frut and benefit which
it yiel r— Brcause the semences whick are by the
A itrd out of the Paslma, toprove the resur-
roction @ Jesus Christ, did mot prose i, if+o bo the
prophet Dasid meant them of himsell, this exporition
thorsfors they plainty disjwrove, amd show hy wenifent
reason, that of David the words of Uavid coud ot poe-

xplain what
God's revelation, or what v

1 From pooast, wopiiet

jaformution that the tract had boen the mease ol the
of thres hasdred and G4y prevems.  Ten

* the Duiry-

aiostesn dif-




