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~IONG the miany greatundertakc-
uigs of the iresent Roianl Poon-
tiff, f'ev r mor-e important andc

more conispicuonus tlîan1 hlis efforts
ini the noble cause of Christian educa-
tion.- Wblen, ill 1877, Leo XIII suc-
cezlded to Ille chair of Peter, the moral
influence of the Vaticanl Nvas by no
means as strong anîd as %viciespread as
il is to-cia)'. 'ile latter vears of tlle rei-gn
oflbis precieccssor Pliuis lx bi beeni
veairs of' bitterness anci strugle, anci
that ki nc-lie-arteci ponti ff bnaci, been
betraveci andi solci not onlv biv eue lii 5 2S,

but evenl by' tbose wvbo sblouid lî:aVe
been friends. The attacks on the
Piapacy were ciirected by moen of no
mioral prînciples, andi tbese, wvbile doing
thecir ulniost o cleprive the Pope ofl
external influence, tried also by tbeir
faise mlaximls to corrupt the minis ancd
hicarts of thie child ren of tbe Cbutrcbi espe-
cialiy of the yotung and iniexperienceci,
andi tberebv to snatcî Ilieni f'rom lier'
nîotbierly care. Atbeisticanci Protestant
professors weue loucli cIeclainîing
agraînst thîe doctrines ni practices of
thie Caîlîolic Cbutrcbi, and, propped up
w~ith tbieirsopiistmsz anci f'alseph~i Iosopbiv,
were openly in'ngandi repuciîatingc
ev'erytlîin tlîat liad a tenciencv to reli-
gion; aciidmorailityr.

In Ronie thie veu'v centre of Christian
civilisation, thîe university f'ouied bv
Gregory XIII for Catboiic stuclents of
aIl nations, was robbeci lromn its owners,
and ils 2,000 studenîts, for tbe miost 1ha;rt
foreigners, N'eu'e politoly infornlieci to
bet-ake theinselves to otiier quarters.
A sîate-universitN. was establisbied ini
ils stead by thie usurpers of Ille Papafl
StaIteS, anci1 everythlig savouringc or
Cbristianity wvas put asicle bo niakze
roolun for- the niew nîloralitv, Ibae of a
g'odless scbool.

i)ur-ing this tiniie Pius lx tboughi a
prisonier in the Vaticain dici not remaunll
inactive, The Roman Univ'ersity was

re-oi*ranisecl uncier bis protection and
encurg'een, ot\%»tbistincliing- the

fat-ct thaI the tgre;iter p)art of the foreiguî
studenîts bnci tcrnc tbieir r'es-
plective homes. But the silock bi
been too -greait to allowv of' its beiuîg
repaireci aI onlce. I t was nlecessatrv tO
\vnut a little unuitl tbe Nvouni sboilcl tic
ciisposed f'or the cure bv tbe lienhlin-
biand of timie. I n tbe interi, wvorn
Ôut bv cares andîc dîcI age Piu 1X ciieci,
andi Cardinal Pecci wvas electeci 10 suc-
ceeci im on tble Pontifical tbronle. 'lble
niewlv electeci poper tooz Ille niamle of'
lCo, andc chocse as blis mlotto the signifi-
cant -morcds " a Lîgbt ini the Hîeavens

1ý rom thie verv b înngoflbis u'ei-n
aIl1 eNes Ivee pon the niew' pope, andi
those interesteci in thie sacreci cause of'
eclucation Iciokeci forwarci 10 seo whnîi
Nvoulcl ccîme froni one wvbose position
ancd reputation, t0 sax' notbingY Of thec
ma11Nv peu'sonial qunlîties lie biad miani-
festecl, sbouli lie 10 tblemi a wvarrant of
I)c\\ef'uuil assistance. AXnd indeeci 10

wvhoni coulci tbev lcook for instructiomndc
enicoui»rer'ien t i s0 grrave a ilnatter,
if tiot to the successor of Peter. Is il
uiot lie \\7110 bas receiveci froin oni bigbl
Ille divine commission of confirmîing
biis bretlbren in the fn-itli, of feedling the
lamibs ancd shiep of tbe one Irue cîlci,
anc i f provicling thie breaci of trutb lfor
thie latr' ittle onles? X'es, tiepo si-
lion of Loo told tlieuii duat to inii tbcv\
sbould look andi Ic none otlier. Mor'c-
ov'er Ille reputation of thxe uîew~ iîlle
seeuiieci 10 quaiifv liiiun for so exatci.
anîd resinsibie -al Office. Cokild tIc
\vlio iad so Il,iblNr clistinguislied Iii iii-
self' as apostolic niuncio, Whlo bi sliowu
sucl i ndoinit able energy as papl
go, eiruior-, anid liac i uîauifesteci sucli
wvuse admninistration as Arclibislîop %i'

Peuiand ;tfler%.a.rcis as Carinaii«l tif
tbe Chiurcli, coulci lie be indifl'erent ini
sucbi an inmportanti niatter as edlucation ý'
Surelv uîot ! And so the events prov'ccI
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