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THE PLTLPJT.

THE OFFERINGS 0F THE PINCES 0F ISRAEL.

"Andi it camne to paca oit thte day t/tai Mocea /adfully set up t/te tabernacle, anzl
hainoiiniei it, anut 8anctifled it, ami ait te instruments M/ercqf4 bot/t t/te allar andi

ail t/te vesai thereof, ani iuid anchèieti t/tem, andi sanctijîed ttem ; t/t t/te princes of
Ierael, iteadd of t/te house cf teirfather, w/to were t/te princes of/tte tries, ami wera
over t/tem t/t were numnbereti, offereti: ami t/tey broug/tt Mieir offering bere t/te Lord,
air covere i wagons8, anti tv'elve oxen ; a wagon, for two 0f t/te priinces, amil for eaeie
one ait ox: ani t/ey làroug/tt them before t/te ts.berntace. Ami t/te Lord spake ustto,
Moses, saying, Take it of t/eem, Mt/a t/tey nay be to dlo t/te service of t/te tabernacle of
t/e cong'regation ; anti t/tou c/tait (îive t/tam unto t/te Levitas, toeavery nait accordiug to
hic cercice. Ami MAfoses took t/te wagoni and te oxei, andi gare t/tam, unto t/e Levites.
Týwo wagons ani four oxen he gave uttia t/tecoztc of Gers/ton, accordiug 10 titeir ser-
vice: and four wagons ani eig/tt oxen /te gave unto t/e sons 0f .feérari, according la
M/eir service, undler t/te /tand of It/tamar,' t/te son of Aaron t/te priec8t. But unia thte
cana of KotI/ /te gave noue: becauce t/teceritice of t/e aanctuary belonging1 uo t/tm
wus t/ti i/e!'s/toulti bear upoit teir cltouldar."-Nxrb. vii., 1-9.

It was a sad censure the Apostie -was compelled, to utter, when fie
said, IlAil seek their own, not the things that are Jesus Christ's." But
it is delightfül to, see a public spirit iu religion. And we have soma
noble instances cf it recorded, not only in the New Testament, but in
the Old. With regard to the incident recorded la the verses before us,
we may observe :-First, the donors, These were "the princes of Israel,
heads of the lieuse cf their fathers, who were the princes of the tribes,
and were over them that were numbered.» This was well. They who
are placed above otbers are peculiarly bound to take the lead ln every-
tbing moral and religions. They are under an obligation cf gratitude te
Hlm who bias distinguisbed and indulged them. They are also under
an obligation cf justice, which requires them to meet the design of their
elevation, which is, not the indulgence of their vanity, pride, and selfieli-
ness, but their glorifying God, and serving their generation according te
Ris will. Thejy should consiler their resoirrces and influence as talents,
and use themi as stewards cf bhe manifold grace cf Ged. Having more
ineans and opportunities cf usefulness than others, they will ha the more
guilty if thcy negle2t, or nisimprove them.

Secondly, their oJfrîng. They "lbrought before tbe Lord six covered
wagons, and twelve oxen : a wagon for two cf the princes, and for
each one an ex." As *twelve oxen were necessary, every prince could
give oe: but as six wagons only were required, had each wagon been
given by an individual, six only could have been gratified; but by
uniting in pairs,,ail the twelve could equally share lii the boueour and
pleasure.

Their use was te aid in the present service cf the tabernacle. That
service would net ha needfül when the ark bad a fixed abode la Zion:
but la its nioveable state, assistance was required, la transpcrting it frem
place te place. These oxen therefore were to draw the vehicles centain-
ing the appendages pertaining te the sanc:uary ; and hence the wvaggons
were covered, net only te preserve the sacred furniture froni vulgar and
rude gaze, but te keep theni frein dust, and rain, and sunsbine, and al
the injuries cf tbe weather.


