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A TRIJE IDEAL 0F EDUOATION.*»

31l'. Chairman, ille-mbers of the Facuity, BPelloiv-Studenis
amâ Fricnds -1 ani to speak to you to-nighit on a itrue ide-al of
education. Does this topie sei thrleadbare and %vorni withi age?
Thoen let the great importance of the subjeet be the plea, thiat will
justify its chloice.

Looking back aiongf the line of hlistory, I find that in evcry
nation that lias attainied to any prorninence in civilization, thiere
lias been an educational systemn of soine sort. Even in Eyt
whichl -vas one ot f-lic oldest if not the very oldest of the anicient
empires, there was an edlucationai systein so thioroughylly olran-
ized thiat it could be said of' Moses, 1,500 yeaxs before Christ
thiat hie was trained in ýail the Iearning- of the Egy ptians; and
whiei God wn%,ited a statesnian to give ]aw-is to His people, iL was
not sonie wanderingr and unlettered shiephierd but this Egyptiia-
trained lawyer, w'ioin He -,-ppoiiited, ordaincd and conimissioned
to aissumiie the office and perforrn the task.

1 find aiso that those edtuca-tioiial systeins wcre centered
about certain ideais to -%ichl the systeins theîcieves wvcre co-
forrned, and for the securingr of wvih the educatiomal iinethiotls
were dirccted. A few examnples will illustrate

In the Confuc&au systenm, whvichl prevails to-day in China,
the wlhole aimi of education is the Civil Service. Therc is no
country %vhere students are more diligent or painistakzing, or
whierc a, Lariger numnber present themselves at the tri-annual
exanuinations, but the one tlioughlt of cadli and evey candéidate
is that Lhe obtainilig of a, degrree will be thc passport to one of
the inany offices iii the gift of the governuiient.

Tie systcm of ~vihBuddhia vas thc founder liad in view
not Vie upliftincg buit tic annihilation of Lie individuai. Lufe,
a1cOrding to his teaching-, is oniy evii continually ; anud thv
suprernle purpose of ail efrort should be t-ble b]otting out of Per-
sonality and the sinkingr of existence iii undisturbed Nirvana,
absolute quiictude, and self-eflheenet.

Thc Grecian idlea -%vas more inaterial and more.pat-cl
Tliere the State wasi cverythiing a-,nd tie citizen existed only for
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