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tween coco,cocon, and coca, three entirely
distinet vegetabl products. Mor coco, he
is able to cite not only Johusou's own use
as oposed to his dictionary, bhut the Laur-
eat, who in ‘Iinoch Arden’ rites:

The slender coco's drooping crown of flowers,
Dr Murray also is quoted as riting, “I shal
cortnly use coco in the ‘Dictionary’ and
treat cocon as an incorrect by-form.”

SiarseErE~Shakspere himself never
cliimd the plays. Hedid not put his name
on the title-leaf of any of them; for the
uame on title-leaf is in evry case “Wil-
liam Shakespeare,” very ofn printed with
a hyfen, thus, “Shake-speave,” while three
signatures to his wil and two others to le-
gal instruments, these being the only au-
tografs we hav, ar in each case speld
Kl
Stuel-spere [Shak’sper]. This seems to
hav been the accepted pronunciation in
Stratford.  Im records of its 'Fown Coun-
cil thename of Shakspere’s father ocurs
1496 times, and in not one instance is it
F speld Shakespeare. Tt is givn as Schack-
sper, Shackesper, Shaksper, Shaxpeare,
f and Shaxper. In “the poet’s” marige bond
it is “Shagspere™.—IaNArIes DoNNELY in
E North Anierican Reciew.
E TercENTENARY, ETe.~I wud also refer
E to advantageof representing our language
E by sound; that is: truly, certnly and with-
E out dout.  Yu can scarcely hear an adres
k in public in which ther is not some varia-
E tion between the speaker’s pronunciation
E and another man’s,  Qur president has a-
customd himself to say tersentun’ ori, —
Ther is no harm in that, but itis anindict-
ment againstouralfabet and sp. His lord-
ship has not noticed a law of orthoepy
that runs thra Janguage, namely, all long
words ending in ary, ery, ory, ar accented
on fourth sylabl from end. If his atention
wer calld to that, he wud say  tersent o-
no rie—2Léwan. 1t is doutful whether Mr
2 Pitman’s advice wil be generaly folowd;

certnly his reasoning is not convincing.
The majority of long words with termina-
tions mentiond may be pronounced as M+
P. wud hav them; but, as one takes tho't,
a crowd of words present themselvs to op-
osc his general statement. The folowing
ocur first tothe mind: unniversary, compli-
mendary, satisfuctory, dedecatory, congraln-
latory, ambulatory, and they might be in-
definitly increast~——IIL Dg La Hoox in
London Pimes. They ar generaly such as
refuse accent on fourth sylabl from end.
.o oo The words that folow the general
Iaw ar about 3350, and those that ar ranged
under another law ar about 50. The pro-
nunciation tersen ten‘ori wud cary with
it centenary (senten’s ri), sep ten'ori, ete.
We shud thus almost lose the idea involvd

pere, which must hav been pronounst | st 3 3| t !
s speling into conformity, partly with fon-

!

in the root of the word. A few ar accent-
ed on fifth sylabl from the end,as lebora-
tory (ladyor o tori).—L. Presas, did,

—Bnglish speling simply disgraces civ-
tlization. We evey now and then asume a
theatrie atitude and explain to the world
that we ar a practical peopl; that we dont
pretend to do any great feats in the airy
relms of imagination; butif yu want to re-
alize what it Is we ar, set us a practical
problen, ete. Iere is a practical problem
at the very hand of the Anglo-Saxon race,
and has so lain for 1000 yvears.  Let them
reforue thedr speléng. Within 300 years the
eay Itallan, the serius Spaniard, and the
flegmatic Dutchman hav taken stok of
their instruments of speech, and hav bro't

eties, partly with comon sens. In our day
the ploding German has detected anoma-
Iis in speling his langnage, and has ful-
minated the only thunderbolt with which
he is agquainted—a military ordonance —
for their prompt and immediat elimina’n,
But we? Wel, we practical Britons go on
year after year, and age after age, using
the most absurd insttament of speech non
to man; when askt to make some moderat
changes for our own benefit and for the
benefit, above all, of our children, we raise
objections on the score of trubl.—St iel-
en’s Lantern.

Towa.—The State Teachers Asoc’n has
adopted Amended Sp. in 13 words: «r, Zaz,
guard, shaly hed, definety wily, giv, wisht, tho,
catalog, thru. The Scool Board of Grinnel
over a year ago publishta list of some 200
words with sp. amended mostly by omision
to be used in scools under its supervision.
The Republican (Cedar Rapids) says that if
this reform isever to be fairly and thoroly
tested it wil hav to be taken up by news-
papers. It givs practical trial in its Tues-
day issue, “hence the seemingly regardles
speling.” Tt says: “Of cours,the firsttho't
of our readers wil be protest. . ..afterthey
hav got used to absence of final ¢, ugh,
ete,, can they bring themseivs to say “The
changes ar sensibl and shuvd be generaly
adopted’? That ’s the question,”—Phon-
oyrafic Magazine.

SENSIBL TEACHERS.—At Council of
Eng. national union of clementary teach-
ers, Mr. Greenwood moved ‘“that in
opinion of this cxecutiv, it is desirabl that
the decimal system of weights and mesures
be introduced into this cuntry.” The
motion was agreed to without debate.—
Paris “ Teacher.”



