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Iparables of the tares aud the Nvhent, and of thc net
whiclî gitbered of every kind, wvere recognizcd by
the Chiurch as foretelling i seine sert the prescîlce
of lix and eveu bad Mmnbers within the Chiurch.
This Tertullian could îîot brook, and lie joinedl the
seot of tbe Motîtaniste anîd tbîîs forfeited the title
of Saint., wvhieh lie wvould etlîerwise have berne;
thtiiogl bis errer bins -ver beeti leeked upen wvith a
lenlient and eorrowvingc oye.

lus writings are grand iii thîcir vigorous and lin-
p:îssiened uitterances. IRis scorn of the bieathen idole
.nd worsbip le uttercd witlî thc highlest. ireny. His
ridicule of their folly and immror:îility is scathing:
and ill belp ns te roalir.e the beathen surrouinding
-%vith wbich Christians wvere anneyed and offenclod.

1'orsectitio,î burst on the Churcb i Africa w'ith
great violence wblî it began. The Clîristians
there towvards the end of the second century wvere
te be nuznbered by thousands, aye millions. Hie
eays in bis apolegy: "XVe are but of yesterday,
and wve have filcd every place amehîg yeu, cities,
islande, casties, tewne, court heusios, camps, tribes,
wvards, p)alace, Scnate, forum; wve leave yent the
Temples only. For what. war are we net fit
(though we are net anxious for it), thougli uz.e'ltial
in forces, for we are willing te be put te denth, if
it were net more lawful witlî us te be sain thail te

* slay. Wby, uîîarmed and not rebellious, but only
at variance ivith yen, we could figlit against yen by
the ill-will of secession and nothing more. Fer if
we should in snch a body of meni break away frein
yenl te somne remete cerner of the wvorld, the less of
se many excellent citizens would ehiame yotur gev-
eru ment, aye, and bringc punishiment upon it. Why,
you would be frighitened at youir leneliness, at the
silencee of the streets, and the numbness about youi
as if Uie world were dead." Thîis is doubtless tlîe
exaggeration of rhjeterie; but still it shîows that
tlîeir nunîbers mnust have been recognized as very
great. Aàainst tiieni tlîe heatîjen, put te shînnie by
their quietude and virtueus behavieuir, rose, and
endeavoured te stir tlîeinselves and others te attack
the Chiristiamîs by utteriîig false accusations of
ridiculous and abominable practices. First, they
were iccused of net worshipping the heatlien gods.
Tertulian says: Thîis is quite true. Yet whîat do
yen worshiip? Whîat respect do yen pay te your
g0ds? If yen are short of reiady money yen take
one te the pawnshop. If anether is broken you
ielt, him down imte a saucepan or a ladlle. Wby,
yen put your national geds inte a sale catalogue
and sell thein off by auction. Den't be surprised,
therefore, if we think nething of themn.

Tien they accused them of 'vershipping a figure
with an ass's head. Here we hîavé a sadly interest.

ing picturc te present to our readers. Tertutli-ui
tells ns they paraded tlîrough the streets ridiculons
and blaspheînoue pictures of whIît they called tho
GOD of the Çhristianis. One such wvas pgraded at
IRonie. Now, on Noveinber 1l, 1857, there ivas
discovered iu the riîîs of the Pailatinec Palace at
Roine a seribbled picture on the %valI whichi must be
referrcd to the commencementb of the third celntury,
and %vill illustrate this illusion of Tertullian.
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A figure in ri tunie is makiing the cnstomary
gstuire of adoration; the man bas just kissed bis

hand in net of wvorship. This is referred to by the
Patriarcli Job, ivlîo professes bis frcedom iromn
idolatry. Rie says; spcaking of the worsbip of stin
and meen: "If 1 bcbield the sun Nwhen it shined, or
the mnon walking in briglîtness and îny lieart L1uth
been secretly enticed, or my moueh hatlik ?dscd My
/iand: this were iniquity te bc punislied by the
judge."'* The inscription is in Greek ind means

"Aleameos s wrshppig bs Gd."Tertifflian
traces the errer to a histerian who said that the
Jewve worsbippcd an ass's hcad because in the
wildernessw~ild asses bail led them te water epringe.
But the saine writer acktiowvledgcdl thnt when the
victoriens Romans burst into the Iloly of Relies
there was nothing at ail there.

Then they wvere accusedl of wvorshipping the
Cross, bccausc thcy revcrenccd the Cross as the
Ilsign of the Son of «Maln." Tbe early Christiaxîs
constantly used tbe sign of thc Cross te remind
theniselves of their Lord, but thcy neyer eould
îvorship any o'ne or anything but God. Many
persons nowadays are stirrcd up te bring a similar
accusation against Christians who reverence the
Cross, as, the homilies say, Ilthe Nvood whereby
righteousness comcth." When wve are baptizedl

*Job xxxi., 26,27.


