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THE KINGDOM DIVIDED. 1 KingS 12: 16-25.

1. GOLDEN TExT : " A soft answer turneth
avay wvrath, but grievous wvords stir up anger."
Prov. 15: 1.

Il. 1>REviE,,w TiHOUGIIT FOR THE QUAR-

TER' GodI's goodgiftS.
II. PnEvinW TnOUGIIT FOR TO-DAY'S

LSo:A happy home.
IV. SYNOPSIS. We begin a hiall yearls

stulies in the Old Testarner at the death of
,Solornoli, aîîd the division of ý -: kingdom upon
tlie accession of Jerobouin, and Relioboarn.
We inust keep in mind that for the preceding
120 years the kingdom had been growing
st.roîî and united, under tbe successive reigus
of Saul, David and Solonion. There was
thoroughi military organization. Peace on
on ail sides. ]Riches 41f abundance, gold as
plenteous as stonés. But for Solonîon's sins
iiiis niîght have continued. Rehoboam was
boloî,îons son and %would naturally be bis heir.'
He was a true son u! a wicked father and an
equally ungodly niother. There was no peace
witlîhi the kiugdoin, however. The people
deiiazided reforin, and sent to Egypt for Jerobo-
aîî,wvho liad been banisbied thither by Solomon.
he people demnanded relief fromt Reboboam,

but~ bis auswer was hauglîty and thougrhtless
and under the leader.'ibip of Jeroboam. the Ten
Tribes revolted, and the kingdom was divided.

V. SUJGGESTIVE STEPS.
1. Once upon a time there -%vas a hîappy

liome. The children lived very liappily tiiere,
until one day a quarrel camie. There was one
thougbitless and selfisli boy. He wauted bis
own way, lie only thought about lîimself.
Wbat endless trouble it miade. One took bis
part, and the others took the other ide, and
there wvas a division. No more nice games
that afternioon. No more bright saules, etc.,
etc. Whîy? Selfislinesshad corenel. TihoughIt-
lessuess 1-d to, augry words. Mien quick
answers, aîid the daiîîage was doue. -

This story eau be made more effective by
beiDg made more conerete, if, as it istold, sonue
pieces o! paper are used to represent the chul-
ilren, showing how, as they quarrelled, tbey
divided. Enuphasize that one tbouglitless
Word led to ail.

2. Tcachi the Golden Text.
3. AsIc questions about the Xings, Saul,

David, and Soloînon, and tell of the happy
home the chidren of Israel had until after
Solornon died. As you speak of the people
recail the t.we.lve tribes. 1101( iii the band a
piece of black paper on whichi are pasted twelve
wvhite pieces of paper, eachi the shape of a tent,
and eacli time the people arp spoken of througli-
Out the Quarter, point to the paper to, represent
theni.

4. Now tell fliat trouble badl corne into, that
once happy home, and one boy hnd the power
to puit au end to it, if lie lad only been tboughit-
fMI and unselfish, but lie was not. Now tell
the story of Rehoboamn and Jeroboam, anci
wjien this is finished again refer to, the Golden
Text.

5. Now inake the personal application show-
ing how -%ve often can be peacemakers. Asic

the cbildren, for instance, -where they have
known a sof t auswer to liave turned away
wrath. Show thie danger of the liasty word
and of thie angry word, and again drill on the

Golden Text.
6. God gave the children o! Israel a haPpy

hoine, but siii mmmdc it mnhappy. Sin divided
it. Here tear thie two tents froni the ten, aud
place thein on their respective places on the
mnap.

7. God gives ns a happy homie and we niust
be careful not to allow sin to, enter in and
divide it. Our hiome is God's good gift. Let
us prize it as a precious thing lie bias giveni us,
and let us each do his share to keep it happy.

NOTE. - -Sometimle eachi Sunday in the Quar-
ter, either during the opening exercises of the
lesson or the closing Scecrcises, have the children
repeau, the Goldeni Text for. the Quarter.
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