
jeremiah in the Dungcon

t hiiîg save as Gad peinlitted s'Id eMil

liiî. And king or eolii mian, the ona'

who rea-lizes his depetidence an tise Alnigisty
and trusts Him is nt the one ta say "I

ciinot ," when hie is called ta resiast anme evil

pBpsl e who recogolizea mo't fuliy Godas
authority will stand inoat steadfiistly against
those wiso would lead him int a wroiîg path.

Jeremiah sunk in the mire, v~. 6. Gomd will

sometimes let tise persecutor ga a long way
agaitiat his faithful servant. Just as Jere-

mîah wal; flung at last loto an

Decre empty well for a dungean and
Dutd permitted ta sink dawn in lise

inuddy slune at its battom, sa Chriatians

nsay flnd themselves thse victime of slander

îînd enmnity, caught in anme cannisîg device

of the enemy, and heinircised in tise pubîlie

mind, and feel themaselv es helplessly ainking
in, the mire. But God neyer deserta them.

As Gregory Nazianzen exclaimed, 'Do they

cîîst us out of the city ? They cannot caat

nis omît of that which is in the heavens. Sa

lang hawever as they cannot do tisis, they

are but pelting us with draps af water or

striking us with the wind."
Ebed-melech the Etlîiopian, v. 7. flespite

bsis black skin, he was one af the svhitest men

tn the city. It takles no little heroismn ta

A . ai,. tand by the condenîned. Sum-

mian mer friends quickly desert ane
on the dîîy of adversity. Like

tise lîîtterflies that leave the bush when tise

llom, la gene and the lleak winds blow

tsramîgh its leaflesa branches, they tulm ta

Il tort. relitîUnivrai ý (' q litrt ers. it . menl 0f

jîritaljde amd jus~tice ike titis 1.1ed-wealm'î'l

tijat mppros e t beimaelves ase the Illmd sîm'adfimst

friends iii t he Imomr of ciilmmnity. They w ill

not, faa those svho depemd lopon then.

Old ast rmtît and mmtd roittcn rays, v<. Il.

They hadl oîmcm' mloried royal shoulders, or
added to the ch,insof nIbeîîntifill princessesl.

Noav they were relegated to

Old Clothe- thc mItmish heap. But though

their daty of glnrY may have

been os'cr, their day of service was tiot yet

done. A kind heart %vill still find ample use

for old clothea. I{ather than let the mnoths

consume thema in anme neglerted attic, give

thers away that in somne meaisure they niay

linister to thse coînforts of others. There
are enough old ciothes hoarded up to keep thse

hall clad homnes in warnmth. Ail that iH re-
qmired is the thanghtflness of sottie Elmed-

melech to bring then out for the use 0f

the needy.
So Whym dm'cs tp Jereiyiah with the corda,

v.13. '[hase corda linked tise pru1 mhet. siunt

in thse mire with thse straog armas and seilliog
hearta above. And we liy

oTh F'"' nature are away down in the
*fFih depths of sin. flut abOve Us

stands the mighty and loving Saviomîr.
Where il; the cord by which ho may draw us
up? It ja just caîr fait h. Wc have lut tii

trust Hlm, and He will bring Us up front t be
darkness and the defileinent, ino thse liglit

and pisrity of a holy life. No strain iii te(n
g rent for i strength.

TEACHING MINTS
This section enîbraces teaching materiatl

for tise varions gradest ii tise sciîool.

For Teachers of thse Older Scsolars

Try ta get a clear idea af thse man Jeremiah.
L.oeate bis birthplace and family conncctions,
ch. 1 :1. He propheaieri for over forty years,

(626 ta 586). He became prominent after

the deatis of Josiah. Study his character,

the enemy of inincerity, paganisom and ima-

norality. *Naturally timid (ch. 1 :6), through
cad'a grace, 'le wa m'.de brave, eh. 1 : 18.

It la weIl ta remember that Jeremiah was
opposeil to the policy of the national party.

H-e declared tisat tise Cbaldeaoe ivoîld cap-

ture Jerusalein tînd destroy thée temple, soi

that his peaple sisould suhîoîit. Tlîe nationmal

party fnrmed ain alliance with Egypt, and

relused ta accept Jerenîiiah'a teachisîg. Hie

position brought him many enernies, as tise

priesta (ch. 20), the townspeople (eh. Il1:21),
the king (ch. 36 : 26), and tise inilitmîry, ris.

38 : 4. It is well ta consider his propheciesl
in their widest Iearings.

Note tise time. Follow thse chroooagy
alors last beisson. Jehisoachin reigned thrm,
months (2 Kgs. 24 : 8), and was a prisoner

thirty-seven years, 2 Kgs. 25 : 27-30. Netmn-

elhadnezzar madle hi@ usîcle kinîg, imuîi nanieml

hini Zeilekiah, 2 Kgs. 24 :17. lie wvatt thse

I.
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