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THUE CHURCHMAN'S FRIEND,
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Thus I bave endeavoured to present before
vou in as brief.and as clear 8 manner as possible,
the strong proof on which the church bases the
right of Confitmation. She has Apostolic ¢ane-
tion and practice; she lias tho testimony of the
earliest-and purest days-of the. church; and evén
those who, differ from her, and who -ofteutimes
speak unkindly of the Biide of Christ, unite in
beaving téstimony 1o the Faét, that it has the
word of Qod to recominend it, and in hddition,
is well adapted to promote and increase holiness
of heart and life.  Why they do not practise it,
is not for us tu spy. QOur duty is to rejoice and
give thanks to God that our lot has been cast .
in this goodly heritage of the Lord.

I would nvtice, very briefly, the next point
proposed to be considered, viz: s dengfits. -Oun
these I need not dwell. Kor if it be, as we have
proved it to be, sanctioned by the Word of God,
tho benefite connected withh its observance must
be great. It is to receive as God has promised
the gift of the Holy Ghost to renew and sanc-
tify the heart. . “In baptism”. properly re-
ceived, * He is given for the purpose of regene-
ration—to effect that new birth by which we are
bom into thechureh of Chiist, obtain remission
of all past sins, and a new nature. In confer- .
mation, e is given for the purpose of Bauctifi-
eation, & renovation of the-heart in Lioliness., In
.confirmation, the new creation is aninated, and
enabled to live according to its new nature, by
the energy of the same most Holy Spirit.” (Bi-
shop Seabiiry.) “Wae have the evidence,” savs
Bishop Mclivaine, “that in the earliest period of

sin,” and a complete * new birth unto righteous-
ness.”  Should any young person say, if all this is
comprised in being confirmed, then I will not be con-
firmed at all, I answer, you.are bound to all this by
your profession of Christianity ; so that confirmsed or
not confirmed, this yokéis'‘dhout your nedic, and if
you break it or throw it .away, it is at the peril of
your final destruction. Again, the rite itself is use-
ful to call these things to reniembrance, and whio
knows how much grace may be received during the
perfottaance of the ceremony, and espeeially by hav-
ing.2 holy maw’s hands laid on your head, and the
blessing and, pratection of God solemnly invoked in
your behalf?  Tell these things to your dear daugh-
tets-and sons, and tell them -another thing of which
few would think, namely, that not having the oppor-
tunity of heing confirmed when I had arrived at that
age in which T had au-écclesinstical right to receive
it, T was determined not to be without it, and there-
fore went and received confirmation even since I be-
came a Methodiss preacher. Yes, I was-confirmed
in'the Collegiate Church, at Bristo}, in the year 1792,
by that very holy man Dr. Lewis Bagot, then Bishop |
of that Sce, and afterrards Bishop of Norwich. You |
see now, my good sister, both from my teaching and
my practice, what I think of the ritc-of confirmation,
and T will just 2dd one word more. 1 believe the
rite will be very solemuly adminisicred by the pre- |
sent Bishop of London, who will go through the
Wwhole with an honest conscience toward God. I
have sometimes thousht that I should write a Jittle
tract.on this, as T did-on the third collect for grace,
‘ot called * The Travellér’s Prayer.”
S o T doasi CuapzesT L

_the Apastolic ministry there was the practice, on
the part of the Apostles, of the laying on of
hauds upon the baptized, and that it was spd-
cially conneeted with recciving the Holy Ghost.”
Of course this is based upon cduditions, It-pre-
supposes that true repentance has been felt for
sin, and full trust placed upon Christ, connectegd
with a desire to obey and serve Him. Aad no
amount of these is requireds The bogitnings
are enough to secure tho blessing of God. Iie
asks all his children by baptism to como to him -
and receive additional supplies of grace. IHe
will not breal the bruised reed, or quench theo
smoking flux. "And tlis Ulessing wliich the
humble receiverof the holy rite.of Coufirmaticn
has conferred upon_him, is to prepare him,. for
still higher privileges in the church of Clrist.
It is to fit him for receiving epiritually {he bro-
ken Lody and the shied bl60d of Clirist; to dssitre
‘him by thero tioly emiblems of God’s fuvourand
goodnsss; that Le-is a very-member incorpurate
in, the myetical! body of his Son, which is the
blegsed. company of al], faithful people, and an
heir througzk hope of his everlasting kingdoni.
And this is not all: Tt securés for him - those
daily supplies of grace which he so muchi needs
to.strengthen him for those: conflicts which he
must bave with the world, the flesh, and-the de-
vil. - These are to-bo continued to the end of
his course. God has fixed no limits to lis
eflorts—%ho is to be faithful unto death.
Lastly: What aré the obligations conne-ted
with the reception of this holy rite? These
can be answered in a word, o glorify God in
their bodies and spirits, which are his. It is not
.an idle ceremony, leaving the recipient to live as
tho men of the woild live. By bis own solemn
vows he has promised to live in accordance
with the will of God. Thé church, in heaven
}and on carth, bas been witness to these vows,
‘and the Spirit of God has been invoked by the
Chief Pastor and by tlie people, to give strength
to his resolutions, afd permanency to his faith.
"And. that ke may grow in.grace, and in, -the
knowledge of his Savipur, the Chureh demands
of him that he should come to the Holy Com-
mupion with an humble and penitent heart.
Not once, but at all times {wlien possiblé), and
éthere rencw his solemn vows,.and in it receive
‘thase supplics of grace so pecessany to. refresh
and purify his soul. o C
These are the duties which the churéh de-
maunds of all who receive this holy tite, And-if
{her children become careless and forgetful, it is
inot for the want of kind entreaty and affection-
ate reproof.  Her services are continual invita-
Hions to return to Christ; and they hold out the
‘strongest motives to unwearied diligence in his
service. e ask you, then, to think of these
things, and come to this -holy yite with no con--
fidence in yourselves, but with a finh yust jn,
“the:merey of Gad through Ghrist. Lopk con-|
tinually to his promises, and_if ever tempted o
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