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THE CANADA 1

SHARP PRACTI(,E

As wo publishod the senmational account of
tho nasertod timbor dincoserics by Mr. W,
Morcer, C.I., wo now gisve the other side of the
story. Tho Northuestern Lumlerman say:-

1t i8 not tncammon for scheming to pay, 1t
fact it aften pays better than business that is
cenducted openly, as in proved by every day
transactions, and it is not unlikely that a picco
of vory adroit businexs that ha for xome time

boen going on in pine land circles hiw rewanded
tho mon who were coneducting it verr hand.
smely.

About a month ago, ws tho readers of the
Lumberman will remember, wo published the
statement of Mr. Willinm Mereer, 0 civil en.
winegr, of Bay City, Mich., who had recently
returned from the Spanish River district, On.
tiio, to the cifect that he had discorvered in
that region a gemuino huaberman’s paradise,
‘T'hero wero #oas of pine, stretehing beyond any
government surveys oven, and, necording to the
itories of the Indinns, hundreds of miles beyond
them.

While wo hopoed that tho story might prose
true, wa could not xwallow it without a grain of
allowance.  Experienco has educated us up to
that poiut that wu look with suspicion upon
any report of an jmmenso timber hnd.  To
necortain about tho timber supply of the coun.
try it is not necersary to go up in o balloon, or
down into the bowels of the carth, 14 is csily
onough getten at LY aman sutliciently interested
to bo at tno pains.  There are a ueat many
men in this country with plenty of money in
their pockets, and who understand all the con-
ditions governing timber as regarding its vaduo
for lutaber, who have hunted timbered land,
particularly pine lands, pretty thoroughly. We
have so much faith in their knowledgo of the
situation that when wo hear a repert of a pao-
digious discovery of pinie, right at home, we
suspect at once that there is a Munchausen cle.
ment in it, a suspicion that, in theswe lato duys,
has nover proved unfounded.

Mr. Mercer gained the ears of somo gullible
newspapor men of tlus city, and a statement of
the big find was given to the warld.  Thix, on
tho face of it, had & bad look, It is patwal
enough for & man who luw made n great dis-
covery to let it bo knuwn through tho press,
providing it would net bo more profitable to
koep it to himself 3 and the influenco of the
preas is often tho first thing desired by a person
who has ascheme on hand. 1t helps him won-
derfully, if ho succeeds in gaining it.

Mr. Mercer is an obl-timo lwmberman, and
has a host of friends among the craft in Michi-
gan.  Thoso friends well know that the pine of
their own state is rapidly disappearing.  They
ware born and bred to the Lusiness of lubering,
avd know no other. It seemn a tritlo out of the
natural run of thingy that the Catadian o
plorer, instead of informing his friends of hix
valuable discovery, “hould come to Chicago and
discloso it to nawspuper men, when he knew all
the time that they would . right  F and W] . f
it. We wondered at the time that he did not
whicperitin the cars of lus fricnds whe conld
profit Ly it. The region was the richest in pine
the gontloman had over xeen, although he was
conversant with tho trees of the cork variety
that once grow on Cass river, and yiekded a
fabulous per cont. of uppers.  “This pino conld
bo bought chicap ; ne dunbitof that, Tt lalongd
to tho Ontatie Gevernteut, the Gosvernment
did not even know of its evistenee, aud an in
dividualor goverituent that is ot willie, te
soll cheap what it devs not hnew it has, i~ ponr
financier.  Thicis one of the phases of theyreat
pino find that begat suspicion.

It was romowhat etrange that the Proviaal
Govornment had 1o knowledge of wich Crasus.
]I‘(O ]N%ﬁ(‘l\!‘i""l, | 0T SCPRPIETRVIN| it th sl
that so many of ite voune wen wigrate ta the
United States that there e iet enonel active
wen—such A e stand A Gaage s b the
forcata—left behind to find wut what there real
Iy in in their conntey, enenn the vast teratay
that it doce.

Wo went to work, hewever, snd ot il et
tako a great amount of it to leamn that the O

=

tario Govermiuent hinw wea than Mo, M. e
It bt g1

gavo it credit for hpowaus,
surveys apotind promisuonsle in the it pine
country,  Poxdldy theve wav a <tripe of land

froin 50 to 100 miles lung from east to west, aml
very marrow, upon which the stakes of tho aur-
vovons had not been drivon,  The unsurveyed
country §& not more oxtonsive than thatindieat.
ol above, and tho chances are against such di-
mensions,  ‘Then, again, somowhers away up in
the unknown region, thero is n settlement, aud
oven o saw mills The Indians had probably lied
to My, Mercer,

Unless o loak is stopped it usually increaxes.
Thin ono grew Iarger and larger all the time,
Every day, alinost, bronght ovidenco that Mr.
Mecreer, cither knowingly or unknowingly, in
giving n report of his dircovery to tho press,
had favored tho interests of partics wio had
land to =ell in the Lauventian region. 1 he
did not know it, it is likely to prove a happy
stroko of luck to the men who owned the land,

It has trauspired that agood while beforo Mr.
Mercer diseorered tho bourne from whenco no
Jumberinan would ever wish to roturn, on ae-
count of tho fino pine everywhore abundaut, it
was discovered by somobody else.  Mr, Georgo
N. Floteher and other partics, of Alpena, Mich.,
discovered it a year ago, and doubtless other
parties discovered it soveral years before they
did. At any rato xomobody owned & half dozen
or x0 limits up there, and wanted to sell them,
The Alpena partics purchased them at a cost of
something like 821,000, Wao do not assert that
thexo limits were on tho ground talked about by
M, Mercer 5 but if thero should happen to be,
right adjoining these limits, other territory rich
in the miaterial of which lumber is maide, those
sanio limits might Lo tnore valuable than they
would otherwise be.  That is natural cnough,
A\ mine right by the Camstack lodo would « 1}
for more than theugh it wero located in tlo
Alleghanies,  That is a business principle.

It furthermore seoms that tho Alpena gentle-
men, for sumo reasun, got sick of their hargain.
11 commen parlance thoy had got ““stuch.” T
start with, ns it will bo scen further on, they
paid a pretty good prico for their limits.  We
do not know what they intended to do with the
timber upon their purchase, but as they own
largo mills at Alpena, it is supposable that they
eapected to flout the logs home, and saw then
there,  They ought to have known it before,
it como to think of iy, thoy would boe required
to pay soventy tivo cents per thousand, cromn
land dues, and this assessment, it is plain, would
bo an addition worth mentioning, t» the origi-
nal ontlny,

A craze for buying Canadian forests must
have struck that portion of Michigan, for ather
Alpena lumbermen got a scent in tho samo
direction.  One gentleman contracted for some
limits over there that wero guaranteed to pro.
duce 150,000,000 feet, running 13 per cent. to
uppers, It was denominated a fino chance to
do a lumber business, but on looking tho ground
over by found 10,000,000 or 12,000,000, instead
of 110,000,000, and a country full of ranges of
rocky, steep hills and lakes.  As it would cost
more to get the timber out than it was warth,
b sennsab)y deoclared the contract off

It mizht have been owing to somo such reason
wiat Lan neghbering hunbermen found out that
they had bought a eat in a sack.  Mr. Mereer
awserts that the country is well adapted to
Jumbering, aud the Spanish river a good driving
stroam, but i this rexpect maybe the Indians
had lied to him again,  However, it was for
sotne veasst that the owners of the limite desired
to ~ell then, fer they approached Mro AL N
Spratt on the subject. Mr. Spratt i o shrewd
e land opematur, amd, of coumse, vefun 1t
tahe the bonanza upon hearsay, but said ho
wonld investivate, so last snmer he made o
tiip to the unknown region, and diccovered it
meatn, e ascertanad that the Spanishnver
Tecion is 1 peor ono to carry on higging opnore
teotic ty, ax thie countey risen to high elevatine
ax you o back, giving to the streams, of course,
numeraus heany falle,  This eaamination lod
Mi. Spaatt to refuse to buy the white dephiant
that was on the bandsof the Alpena lumbrninen
atany puee Nothing daunted, another offort
warmade, L Judie Tuttle, of Apena, and M,
Croyer Davison, of Harrisulle, were applival to,
to midkhe the sale of the limits, with a steong
profabaiaty of beag suceessfuly as, at L of
writing, tegotiations are beng ade wath Now
York partics, the consi lemtion being ¥100,00

It ix for the New York parties to rise and e -
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plain, providing they Im\ o a mind to, what they
know about theso limits,  Of all men in the
world, castern men are the ones that land
sharpers like best to get & he Uof, A great
many eaxtern men have monoy, and are on tho
almt to profitably invest it I'o many of them
pine land i« pine land, which enda their know.
edge of the subject,  Wo aro ready to wager a
very rmall smin that thess Now York gontle.
men know no wore about the lands they pro.
poro to buy, il they have nat already bought
them, than an infant knows about the north
pole.  Wo make this statement, for it scems
reasoniablo to ux that if their knowledgo was
very etensive in that divection they would give
wore ot to owa the limits in that district than
to cwn them,  But if they have sinned ia this
re,cand they have company, and that is n con.
solation often.  Not long sinco o land shark
entered whnt he called pino lands, in the Lake
Superior district, without having scen them,
and immediately sold them to New York gentlo.
wen, without then having xet eyo or foot upen
them, roas to double his money.  Thoy will
learn, if they have not already dons wo, that
their * pine laind«” purcha~ed asan investinent,
could not bo given to a practical lamberman in
tho Superior district.

[ Inoking up the facts connected with Gulli.
ver Mercer’™s great diseovery, we learned that o
Chicago pino land operator had been bit by the
the same shark,  ‘The trap wasintendoed this
tie to bo spanng by Toronto men.  They bad
dixcovered the nnknown conntry, and had limits
in it to sell.  They represented them as rich
bevend description, and when the Chicago wen
had obtained their price, and the extimated pro.
duction, ho tiared up that the timber wounld ro.
present fourteen cents per thousand feot,  Such
arare chanco could not bo overlooked, It was
veritably ¢ <oft snap.”and ag an expenso of
X1 000, or thereabonts, exjerts were seat to the
Spanish River district to investigate. The
result, in the light of present ovents, is very
amusiny, and it may bo proportionately profit.
able to people wha are contemplating making
their fortuncs in tho lumbey business on the
much talked ofriver.

The tiip was made up the river in a light
draft stcamer, drawing from threo to four feot
of water.  Canwex were thien resorted to, andin
the tirst threo dayx only fourteen falls, from
twenty to enghty feet high, had to bogot around.
It was a perilons attempt, and could not have
been accamplished except that tho exploring
party had professional gwdes.  ‘There is somo
pine abouve the falls, and somo years ago a daring
spirit discovered the country and cut a lot of
logx up there.  There was no way to get them
down but hy water, and ho set them afloat.
‘fhey ran over one fall after another, but tho
strain was more than they could bear, and when
the owner laxt saw them thoy wero literally
smashed up. Somo were mado brooms of, and
the others were broken in two,  To this day
when n bluich mist ~urrounds tho hills away up
tho Spanish River, it is belioved it is duo to an
vath, that hax just taken shape, ojected by the
foalish lnmberman.,

Beforu statting, the quides tald this pane land
hunting party that their efforts would avail
them naught, for thero was no pino to speak of
on tho river, but the party, believing that the
sandes hiud been ired to tell such a story, went
en thar way, and fuund—pine, in limited quan-
Gties, bt it noast ooy 0f it ever gues anywhere,
Uy Hudsar Bay. Flie saane party alse et the
Cane b Pudte aailvead smveyers, alo spoken
of v Mo Meras, whee aave the dicouraging
wifen aotion that nowhs o aleng tho line of the
presected vead e there pane fu gieat quantities,
The oyt were Jdad to rotarn alive, and,
used o povdun at 2 they ave, prunounce it
the piost alanerens trip they had over under-

e Thete are Grand Rapids, Mich,, land-
biwdier - whe can sise s imiler tostimony, if neods
|N'.

oo o i 3Bed L pajer we Jeam that

v ot the A h‘ i ewnersof the ])‘)l)il*, of which
we hate boon wating, callad at tho office of
that paper and <out thot his land was not in.
cligh bin thie M o timdl Nobody has said it
wan: Lt Geukl npposo, taking Mr
Moo oot that 0 an woulid feed
pueaes U b e aat, recently discovered
cenntay indeds Bisopine lands, It ix not often,
amler any drentustatices, necessary for afdenial

e

to procodo nn assertion, and this effort’to make
n mouth-pioco of the Bay City paper lovks
wonderfully liko a hadyo ngainst the expose al.
ready made by tho Lumberman of tho Mercer
discovery,

Noone, after reading this history of thoe latest
Canadian oxplorations, capecially if it should
Lo learnod that the Now York partics have
passod ovor their 8100,009, will donbt that there
aro pino land operators vwho havo the ability to
worm themnsolves out of an uncomfortable posi
tion whon they find that thoy have put thejr
foot in it

BALE OF LIMIT8
Tho followine are tho details of the recent
sale of timber limita in the Muskoka and Parry

Sound districts:—
NOWAT TOWNKIIL,

Berth.  Syuare Durchuser. Price per
miles, nule.
N0.3 covesail8lieeaa T, GL lllackstock... NA)
NOosdevenesadd?) . N
No.B.veeeo 19 400 C. J, Bratona..... 0
NO. Beevnesei]23ianes . T G, Blackstock. | K
HLAR 0w SN,
NO.3evaereeeTlaene Jo Koatlngeosass eoennn 155
No.deeiiene 28eeese TV G Blackstock.. ... 0
N'CONKRY TUWNKILIE,
NOe Y ceveese2eanee COOKBIOS oo viverones  LISO
NO. 2eiveeee 10 coeee Jo M Marthiteeaeecsaes 2,525
NO.Beveveraa22 os o oMossom Boyd weeve aes fod
oY A PR £F PRRRTIN | B 1] [L3)
VARDY TUMASIIE.
No.ooooon 2T0ieec A Buest ..o Ll <0
No. 2. S 11 THRORS 1 45 ) /111 /1 SO o0
No. 3.. oodo Mo Martiite,cceiies 1100
No. deees 22 (o0 oG Catieron ceeieeniann ]
PATTERSON TOWNSIIP,
175 PROPTIURE ) | INURRR T } 111 710
[ {1 I <MeArthur Bros . o 102
13. J, Petrio.ceee. 0
. .3‘.’5. JLJaffray.ceeie eenne tito
25} .... R Nagle fan
MILLS TOWNsHIP
NOeleoaeoaea23Y 0o JLABAYON vovannoncn.s HSH]
No.2.000000012 siiee ML Brennan. 620
NO.3eeieese 18 ceee C A, Brough .. . 1,410
NOudeese «0ed7 voeee B ErANS e cocecenen... PEJ]
SINCLAIR TOWMSIIT.
J. Hendersot ., 230
183.000e o J. Cockburn .o 30
-Cook 13108, 0vuunene 1,069
McArthur Bros .. ..., N
BETUUNE TOW NP,
02330000 .Co0k Brog.c.. ool 310
W17l R)
[15 E.3 RRN 100
NoodeeveeeeI2f0ies 5%
PROUDYOOT TOWNALULP,
No.l .o 17 L R Cammegy . W0
DY F PO X 3 ISR, VU | {11 FOORPI ™0
NO.3iseeea 15} 000 MeATthur Bros . 150
NO.3eeeneeaddii e Cochburn.eiiiainnaes 55
GURD TOWNSINIP.
N0, 2eeieeea 258, Lo L Riddeiiiiiienniee 150
N0 3ieevees 13 eiiee R Nagle 130
Noedeeeeraa 18} cieed. Petric.crees.enes ... %10
NACHAR TOWASMIP
No. 1........18% JoAL RO, aeenl 690
No. 2. J.L.Burton .. . ..., 210
No. 3. <A MeDougall ..., 0
No. 4 A 1. Cook, MP.P ... e
STRONG TOWNSINF,
191......]! ILCOOK « vovvvens v 8OO
. a0
....... 310
JoLy touvmr.
No.l.eeee.. 188 Lo Jo T Burton . L.l 2,5
No.2 21 C E Rommadne... 1040
No.3 .. ... 18} .....J. Bonficld... . 1,200
No.deeeeeee e WHATS ceiviaonnn. hy
LALRIKR TOMNSIL
DY) U PRERRRIRS &5 U | F. ¥ . 2o
N, Secnnens 2200 T Muemy, MNP L. Bt
NOu 3 eevi i ciieeTL Marray, MLLLY, . | 9]
NOo. $ereeeesd2h 00 TS Murmy, MULP.. ... 110
PRINGLE. TOWNCIY,
Noodooiee o200 0eee MeArthur Brex (... Tin
Yo 3 1% ... WML Bumnett ... o
NO.deeeeeeadli? caee R Thomisonlaeen ..t 109
IOUNT TOWSSIN.
I T B PRI i FRINN 5 P {15  SPOUIN 119
No. 200ceen 2200000 G Miller, ML, an
No. 3uviveen18)eeane L HL Cook, MANDE L(.. o
Newdoeoo .17 LLoe L Spohn . 1Hn
NIPIRUNG TOWASHIT,
No.1 .. A7 ... R Nazle s (]
NO, 2ev0eeis18 soeneTe8miltheoi i iienien . | EY)
NO. 3i0iieaald? T Machaveoinon, . 0
Nood.ooveas INJeeeelCo A Bronzthluenaen.. 0 1000
HINSWORTIT TOR A,
BT R T Y T Iy
A0 Moor (W8ava) Ll 0v
R Booth ceeg ... Ll
Nowdereon v 1en o de 8. Singaensinenes 240




