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ENGLISH TIMBER TRADE.

In +hi0 course of a long articloon the question
“Isgrade in England veally improving 1" the
Timber Trades Journal says :—Livéspes, 'ast
weok, was yejoicing in a chock to tho importa.
tion of timber, and for why?! Because the
repoits from danchester are couchod in the
aame doleful strain thoy have so long worn,
and which peally appears to have become
chronje in that ueighborhuod *—thoogh the
Oldhain striko among the operatives had ter
minated.

In contradistinction to Livorpool, the east
coast ports were Hooded with wood goods during
thesame period—plenty to do in the landing
and pil ing department.  But remarks Hartle®
pool—a central emporium of trade—** Therois &
is very littly to bosaid on thesubject of de.
msnd, which {s more than nsually quiet.” But
io particular Newcastle was rather discomfited
by an jnflux beyond cither its oxpectations or its
withes, It was thought a month ago that
Nowcastle had pretty woll got in its timber
harveag for this year. A few straggling cargoes
might etill come forward, but the bulk of the
supbly was already to hand,  Agaiot this an-
ticipation 41 cargocs, all told, mado their ap-
pearance last week,and we learn that the stocks
are heavier than tuoy have been for some years
past, “and at no time was it moro diffioult to
effect sales at tho smallest possiblo margin of
profit,  And tho same sentence, with a slight
varistion, would appear to apply to the north$
arn ports generally, Everywhere thero is an
expectation that things will mend ; but few can
point to any cxtornal evidence of an improve-
ment in prices,

Woe find the following in an American paper
an Iate as October 1ith:

¢‘Busincas generally is said to be imnproving,
but g0 into what line of business you may, you
will find Dbitter colplsint about no profits, no
inducements, and thoories for the betterment of
thiogs.”

Notwithstanding this cry, which the writer
does not altogether believoin, wo aro told that
“architects and builders arv still doing quite a
business ; a good deal of now work is coming
up (8¢ Boy City). Tho country lumber yards
are stocked up, aud the rotailers arv visiting
wholesale yards for a good deal of stuif of one
kind or another.” And then he goeson to say:
*“The iron trade men are beginning to see the
end of the little boom. The coal men are
haviug a very active demand for everything
chey can mine The makers of machinery are
all busy, This demand is duo largely to the
fact that old machinery is being roplaced by
new machinery which can do more work at
legs cogt. There ix a good deal of saw mill
machinery coming out, and wood working
machinery was naver in mors active demand.”
So thatit would appear that thero is a basis
for the trade improvement spoken of, and much
of theunder curront of discontent is mercly a
modo of expression which has becomo habitual,
and i% only mncant to signify that the spoaker
#ishes it to Lo understood that he has the
means of doing a great deal morv business than
his actual irade amounts to. Thero is no
doubtmuch trado doing herv too, but very few
think they have there duo share of it, and the
profit is generally undorstood to bear 1o com
parison with tho amount of money that is
turned ovor in wholessle transactions.

In s computation having reference to the
trado of these realms thre is an important
influence which has been a good dealoverlooked.
The dedline of our trade hins como upon us at a
time whon money was obtainable at a sinaller

. iate of interost, wo beliovo, than at any period
of our commercial history heretofore.  Bills
have been discounted, we were told in the
money articles of the dailies, vory recently, at
tho rats of leas than 1 per cent per annum,
though tho kind of bill alluded to is not
exactly dofined,  Wo presumo that ordinary
trado Acceptances for goods sold, and bearing
on them only tho siguatures of tho drawer and
accoptor do not find quito so favorable a mar-
ket. But tho bank mto has beon unusually
low during tho period of our foreign trade do-
ay, which i# as much as to say that a state of
things conducivo to financial properity has not
wen ablo to arrost the downward tendoncy of
wur great industrics, most of whizh are anid to

be working at littlo or no profit, and to be ouly
kept from collapeing by reducicg the wagos of
thelr operatives,

Now an impression is gaining ground that
monvy it be dearer, and if so, instesd of im-
proving, trade is likeiy tc ba turther put back
by that circumstance, Already thers iz a
stiffening in the rate of discount. But that
is not material, if the usual baunking facilitiew
continue as ample as they have been before.
An advance of 1 per cent. is of small account,
But when a rise begins it is generally the
signal for a curtailment of discounts, and o
closor scrutiny of the paper presented for that
important accommodation. Nothing checks
trade like a stringency in the money market-
Thoman who does alarge business by drawing
on his customers at easy dates begins to get ne=-
vous whon he finds his banker indisposed to
place the bills to his credit quite so freely as
usual. So hestays his hand from buying so
largely, and the seller to him, finding that his
goods are not wanted to the same extent as be
fore,and having his own engagements to moet,
endeavours to entice hia reluctant buyer hy re-
ducing his prices. And thus from one end of
the country to tho othor a sort of paralysis, no-
body knows why, scems to fall upon their busi.
ness. Fortunately this ordeal British trade has
uot yot had to faco in its decadence,and if the
political horizon continues as clearas it is now
supposod to be in the stock and sharo market,
the tightneas may be only temporary.

On Tuesday the rate of discount in the open
market touched 13 per cent.,and it wassaid that
the banks obtained from 13 to two per cent.
from Stock Exchange borrowers. But there is
no harm done yet, and money remains wonder-
fully easy under the circumstances, and the re.
mote contingoncy of tho Burmiso war is not
likely to affect it appreciably, whichever way it
goes. Nor need we anticipate that the supply
of teak from Rangood will be thereby interrupt.
ed. In fact, it islikely to remove all the inpend.
iments to trade which still exist in the Irra-
wnddy, and to increase considerably our trade
with those regions.

We are always on the outlook for favourable
omens to the trade, but wo must not i1gnoro
those that tell in an opposits dircction. And
though hopetul that the general impreasion of
iinproving trade will be verified cro long, it is
difticult to discern, as yet, any confirmatory
evidences of its speedy advancement here.

THE GOOD MACHINE HANDS.

Sometimes wo get a mill hand who does more
work and does it better than any of the com.
rades, TPerhape he is an ordinary looking sort
of man, but every motion he makes seems to
amount to something. He is never ina hurry,
but he is rolling up a big pile of work and getsa
job dono before his neighbors are well started.
What is thero about this man that makes him
80 ¢xtraordinary? The fact is this man knows
how to think. He has studied principles and
when he sces a cortain result heisin the habbit
of studying out tho causs of that, He has fallen
into the habbit of doing work in the mnst ccono-
mical manner and avoids all extra movements,
Ho never turns a board over twice whon only
onco 18 necesssary, and ho doesn't machine a
preco three times when twice will do the work.
He Las studiel his tool. He knows just how
much fie can forco that machine and have it do
good work. He always keeps the ruachino work-
ing to its full capacity and when on duty he
keeps his brains, as well as his hands, upon his
work.

Such a man will not stand over amachine and
feed it with ono hand while he takes a chow of
tobacco with the other, and all the time he is
thinking of a glass of beer and a base ball
match. No, sir! When our man was hired
by the boes ho hired out his brains as well
as his hands. Ho is conacientious and gives tho
worth of tho monoy he receives. Tho beer man
employs his brains in finding out Sam or Abe
18 getting 60 cents more than he does, and
90 cents moro than he{Scatterbraing)really earns,
When ho ascortains this fact, he does all the
thinking he is capable of to devise rome way to
got Sam bounced or get as much pay as Abe,
Failing in this, this poor shop hand will turn

attention tawards getting up a strike, Thon he

bis his fellow workman & groat bonefit as he
stirs up discord among them.

Dun't tell your chum what you are getting
perday. It is none of his business. That
queation belongs only to you and your employe
Not two men are worth thesamo monoy. One
will do more and bettor work than his neighbor
and thai cie should havo more pay. If the in
ferior mian hears of it, ho guis hinuself and all
concerned into discord at once. Fix your puy
at what you are worth. If you don't know that
point, you are not worth having,—QCabinet.
Maler.

LUMBER DRYERS.

Wo have had occasion to discuss from time to
time the subject of overproduction, and aro met
on overy hand with difficultics apparantly ineur-
mountable, The improvements in machinery,
the dispositionsof men, the apparent cessation
of the growth of tho demand of lumber as com.
pared with the growth ofsupply,and a thousand
other difficultica that are naturslly associated
with the subject, and that can not be specifical.
1y considered in an article of this character,
presont theniselves continually.

But thero is one remedy for the removal of &
large volume of the Jumbernow in the market.
That there arc orders on the books of nearly all
the manufacturers for dry lnmber, that cannot
be filled from stock is known to overy one who
has any knowledge of the wants of the trade
Now, we hold that the largo stdcks to ba seen
throughout the Northwest could be put on the
market at less coat and greater profit, if every
manufacturer would build and vperate a practi-
cal dryer. Therois but one argument against
the construction of lumber dryers, “Weo can't
afford it. * This we undertake to deny positive-
ly, and assert that every man engaged in saw
milling, cutting 10,000 fect of lumber & day,can
afford to build a dryer, and make movey on the
investment beaides,

Ten thousand feet of white pine, green is
supposed to weigh 40,000tbs
28,0001be.
Adifferance of e ..coeviniinnn.ne 12,0001bs,

Let us calculate a low average of freight, and
gay you can put your lumber into market for
ten cents per hundred pounds, your daily gain
in freight alone would amount to the very hand-
some profit of $12; and as there are 226 working
days in a year, let us deduct twenty-six days or
a full working month, and your net profit for
one year onthe simple item of freight would
amount to $2,400, But is this the only advant-
ago gained by tho use of lumber dryers,

1t goos without any argumnent, that if a man
disposes of his stock every sixty deys at the nom.
inal profit of about two per cent., his net profit
for the year is greater than if he only disposed
of it at once at a profit of ten per cent And
there 18 yet another advantage. Thoman who
turns his capital over every sixty days at a pro
fit of two per cent. is abletodo the same volume
of busineason abou? cne-sixth tho capital in.
vosted, and vealizo a greater net profit on the
entiro busincss of the year than his competitor
who carrics a much larger stock and sells at a
proportionally larger profit.

But thore is yet another and still greater ad-
vantsge to be gained by the man who has the
small capital, and tho facihties of turning it
quickly,in his ability to supply his trade at any
time wathin a fow days, not to excced ten at
the furthest, with dry stock, even though it be
of somo unusual size, and by this means not
only realize a profit on thesale itself but pleases
and retains his customer, and have his capital
again in his hands ready for another turn.

He not only is able to make quick returns
from his capital invested, but receives on pine
from $2 to $1 per thousand more for seasonod
lumber than for green, and on hard woods all
the way from &4 to 810 per thonsand

His expenscs for drying lutnber by any of the

processes in common use isno greater than that
incurred in hauling and stacking it in the
yard.
His possible losses from fire are reduced to
tho minimum becauso of his ability ¢ do a
1arge volume of business with a comparatively
amall stock,

Ho gains another advantagoe in the amount
of his taxcs, and atill anothor on the item of

incurance. If heinao fortunate ms to have a
surplus capital cqual in amount to the entire
capital invested by his competitor, or even lees,
he has the advantage over him, in being able to
make invostinents on tho outsids that will yield
a profit, theroforo enjoying double the bencfits
from his capital that are realized by his compet.
tor.

He will bo ablo to underscll the man who
turna his atock less frequently,to serve histrade
better, and hold ii Jcogar shis posaibility of loss.
es on accumulated atock is not great. In short
the advantages are inumerable, the.disadvant.
ages few,

Wo are not advoeating the claims of any par-
ticular patent or device for drying lumber,
There aro a number of lumber dryers on the
niarket that am practical in their operation,
that have already established their cluims for
public favor, many of which are capable of pro.
ducing the desired results, and we cannot but
wonder that their use has not become more
goneral in the great lumbar producing sections
of the country,—ZLumber Trades Jounal,

TEE FORESTS Q) SIBERIA.

Tho Russian journal of Financo Minister has
published a long article on the forests of Eas.
tern Siberia, of which the, lollowing are the
principal passages :—

“The immunse forests of pines, larches, ce
dars, Lirches, aspens and limes which from al
most the eqclusive wealth of this region belong
for tho greater part to the State. During a
great number of years this source of wealth was
altnost entirely unproductive. It is only since
1869 that a more or less regular adminstration
of forests has been established, and at the pre.
sent time the extent of the forests in Eastern
Siberia is estimated at 72,335,230 deciatines
{(about 11 square yards each.) Thesc are divid.
ed between Tobolak Tomsk, Semipalatinsk, and
Akmolinsk. Of these torests, 21 355,760 decia-
tines have been accurately surveyed and 50,979, -
570 have been valued very approximately. One
hundred and five forests have been conced?
ed to the peasants, and they have an extent of
7,068,240 deciatines, In comparison with their
enormous cxtent the foreats of Eastern Siberia
give at the present time but an iusignificsnt rev
cous. The want of means of uve - munication
and an insufficient population grea.ty binder it«_
development. Still, therevenue is i+~rcasing,
fgr in 1876 it was only 40,000 roubles, and in
1885 it was more than 111,000. The chief centre
of the trade is in the town of Tomsk, and then
Tumen, which is the point of departure for the
river traffic.

AN INTEREETING POINT.

With regard to the amount of growth to
allow before cutting tiinber there is this to be
observed: There is a proper time to cut a trec
as there is & proper time to harvest a crop of
corn or grass. If any one in cutting an aged
tree, will observe the concentric rings cr grains,
he will usually notice that there has beon a
period of rapid growth succeedod by a period
of very slow growth, and, inthe case of a very
agoed tree, it often happens that, for the last
score or more of years, growth has come almost
to a standstill, tho grains heing so fine as to
show that the trea had but little more than held
its own for a long time. Now, for all purposcs
requiring strength this fine.grained timber on
the exterior of the tree—the growth of 20 or 30
years, perhaps—is about as nearly worthless as
anything could well be. And when wo consider
that the interior of the tree, which 20 or 30
years ngo waa vigorous and atrong, has been
waiting all this time to be put to nse, until ite
vigor is exhausted and ite strength decayed, it
will be seen that it would have been better to
cut tho troe and obtain the benefit of its gnod
qualities years ago. Much good ink has becn
wasted in deploring the destruction of our
* primeval forests,” but there are acres upon
acros of trees in Connecticut that have been
allowed to stand until their usefulness has been
greatly impaired, somctimes destroyed, becatse
we have not given sufficient attention to tho
proper time to harvest tho crop after we have
got it raiscd. Our hope of a future timber
supply does not lie in the direction of preser
ving the old, which cannot he preserved beyond

certain limits, but in producing the new.—K«-
» .



